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Tēnā tātou katoa, 

Nau piki mai, kake mai ki tēnei kauhau.

We are from Te Whare Wananga o Wairaka, Unitec Institute of Technology. 




Mā te rangatiratanga, 
te wakaritenga, 
te kaitiakitanga, 

te noho kōtahitanga 
me te ngākau māhaki. 

Ka tau i raro i te whakaaro kōtahi 
hei ōranga mō tātou katoa. 

Haumi e, hui e, taiki e

Karakia Tīmatanga

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The pou serves as the physical manifestation of Unitec’s Te Noho Kotahitanga document present in our karakia today, and our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi represent the many different people that make up society and wider community associated with our marae



Mihi me te pepehā

"Mai Maketū ki Tongariro. 
Whatitiri ki te rangi, ko Te 

Arawa ki te whenua"

Ko Tewaiehu tōku ingoa

Kia  maumahara ki 
tōu mana āhua ake

Ko Pauline tōku ingoa

"Ehara taku toa i te toa takitahi
engari he toa takitini"
Ko Tahera tōku ingoa



Waiata o te rā

Ko Wairaka tēnei 3x
Ka ora e

Homai to ringa 3x
Ka ora e

Ma te aroha 3x
Ka ora e
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Presentation Notes
This pou represents an early pūrākau of the history of owairaka about a chief named Ruarangi and his people te iwi Tūrehu/ fairy folk who lived within Owairaka maunga.



Definitions and descriptions of Inclusion

An inherit right, a collective approach rather than an individual 

responsibility.

•"It takes a village to raise a child": 
Originated from many: Māori, Pacific, African & Biblical

•A vision to overcome barriers in education for all tamariki 
(UN,2016).

•A learning environment where diversity is normal 
(Whyte, 2024)
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When we look at inclusion within te ao māori we are saying that every child has the the inherit right to be included for who they are. Within Education settings it is our role as kaiako to ensure this is a collective approach rather than an individual responsibility. Its not just up to whānau, it is all of us working together.

Here we have a that infamous quote it takes a village.... and some statements in important literature which provide a definition and description of inclusion.

Inclusion to us is valuing tamaiti through welcoming and receiving them, ensuring they are included in play and learning opportunities & understanding, respecting, knowing and celebrating the tamaiti for who they are.




6 Pedagogical Approaches

Te Kohanga Reo

Pacific Language Nest

Playcentre

Kindergarten

Reggio Emilia Settings

Special Education Settings



 'All children are endowed with 
whakapapa that supports their 
growing awareness of their place in 
the world and connections to people 
and place. For the Māori child identity 
is built up through the stories and 
symbols of their culture; it is in their 
language and in their artwork. 
Through their whakapapa tamariki 
learn that they are connected to the 
divine source" 
(Heta-Lenson & Wrightson, 2019).

 "The Pacific indigenous image of the 
child is celebrated in Pacific cultures. 
This may be expressed through 
traditional protocols, customs and 
ceremonies from all phases of 
pregnancy and after birth. From the 
time a child is born with spirit there is 
a connection to the present as well 
as the past and the sense of being is 
holistic"
(Toso, 2019).

Te Kōhanga Reo Pacific Language Nest

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Through pūrākau, waiata, karakia and hītori my ancestors have been able to pass down the stories of our birth and the birth of humankind the Karakia - Tēnei au, tēnei au which emcompases, the stories of Te Wehenga o Rangi rāua ko Papatūānuku, Ngā kete o te wānanga, Tāne and Hineahuone
Which can be defined by this saying he hono atua, he hono tāngata: From a te ao Māori perspective we are all connected to our atua and the atua are connected to us. There is no separating the two. I was always taught by my pakeke and whanau that tamariki are believed to have an even closer to connection to the whenua, tupuna, wairuatanga and atuatanga because of their purity and innocences. Tamariki on the spectrum, or who had a disability were described and understood to be as taonga, not special but gifted who would become tohunga within the iwi because of their close connection to whenua and atuatanga.

This sets the foundation for how kohanga reo weave inclusion in to the kaupapa of this pedagogical approach.

Ngā mātaāpono�1. Every child has the opportunity to learn, embodying the mauri o rangatiratanga and the childs right to education
2. The whānau right to how their child is cared and looked after and their aspirations for their childs well-being and education

Pacific Language Nest have a similar background in how pasifika people view Vā or Itulangi which is expressed in this kōrero by Meripa Toso. She tells us Pacific Language Nest advocate for the importance of Pasifika ways of being and for bilingualism and culturally responsive pedagogy that celebrate for heritage languages, cultural competencies and spirituality of the tamaiti. Stating that this must be done for and between the children and all adults within the learning community.




  Parent-led, community-
driven Philosophy

 Consensus 
decision making

 Emphasis on collective 
responsibility and 
collaborative learning 
(Woodhams, 2008)

 The only rule is "you 
cannot exclude anyone 
from your play"

 Kindergartens in 
Aotearoa: Holistic, 
inclusive, learner-led.

 Community –
driven philosophy

 Emphasis on nature, 
relationships, and 
creative expression.  
(Duncan, 2008)

Playcentre Kindergarten



"I learned about the agency of the 

human and non-human, and how to 

allow this to naturally evolve, and for the 

tamariki to engage in their visual arts 

experiences in their own time, in spaces 

of their choice, and at their own pace." 

(Wrightson, 2024, P.136)

"I find out what intrinsically motivates them, 

or those things they really like doing. And I 

notice what they are avoiding or struggling

with as well, As the year progresses, my

curriculum becomes more and 

more personalised, based on each child’s

needs and struggles. (Bev, early childhood

educator)  (Hull, Goldhaber & Capone, 2003, p.54)

Reggio Emilia Approach:
An innovative pedagogy

Special Education Settings:
A place I resist, a place I respect
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I am going to talk about 2 other approaches that exists. One of them is Reggio Emillia, a beuatiful powerful innovative approach that comes from Italy. This approach talks about valueing 100 languages of tamariki- to see to notice to observe and to act on the hundreds of ways tamariki expresses themselves throughout their play. I have got a quote for you from one of our collegues, whaea Helen Wrightson, who completed a PhD on a topic inspired by REggio Emilia ideas. You can see it is an approach that focuses on tamariki agency, mana as we say it in Aotearoa New Zealand. 2 other ideas of this approach is that the aesthtic knowledge is important and our environment is the third teacher. 



Theories, realities and lived experiences

Maybe it is not the right place for the child.... 

"Where is their place..."

Our 
commitment 
to bicultural 
practice and 

his inability to 
follow 

tapu/noa

Provocation 
we use for 
inquiry/

visual arts and 
his inability to 
use them with 

care

Our focus on 
education and 

learning, 
when his 
needs are 

mostly care-
related

Our 
partnership 
with parents 

and the 
existing 

whānau do not 
like to see him 

around



Suggestions
• Teacher educators teaching pedagogical approaches- 

remind your students: "Above all, it is the tamaiti!"

• Inclusion is not about finding the right place for a disabled 
child but making every place right for that child.

• Flexibility, fluidity and relationality are important, and there 
should be a place for these in every pedagogical approach.

Disrupting the hegemony of pedagogical practice-are 
tamariki the centre of our doing?



Ngā pou o Te Noho Kōtahitanga

Write down your whakaaro of inclusion and please share back

"Ahakoa he iti, he pounamu" 
A gift from us to you
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We have about 5mins for an interactive activity. Where we are asking you to reflect and share your own whakaaro of inclusion, your experiences within ECE settings, supporting tamariki with special needs, disabilities or our tamaiti on the spectrum. It could be a personal experience of a professional one, positive or negative. 

While you are reflecting on this we are also handing out these cards which is our koha to you for attending this kauhau today. These are Te Noho Kotahitanga cards which are the values of our institution for you to take with you. 



Karakia whakamutunga

Kia hora te marino
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana
Hei huarahi mā tātou i te rangi nei

Aroha atu, aroha mai
Tātou i a tātou katoa
Haumi ē, hui ē, tāiki ē!
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