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Figure 1: Auckland Council’'s Commitment Form.

Results
 Positive comprehension responses of

94.4%, 92.6%, and 91.2% for each of
the ‘Check’, ‘Clean’, ‘Close’ statements

Introduction
Invasive species are those which have been
introduced outside of their natural range and
can cause significant harm, particularly on

island environments. Recreational boating is a
risk pathway for the introduction, spread, and
reintroduction of invasive species? including,
but not limited to: rodents, skinks, ants, and
plant pathogens. These pose a risk to the islands
in Tikapa Moana/Hauraki Gulf as rodents and
stoats can easily swim ashore from anchored
vessels.

respectively from 357 respondents.
 Reducing costs of vessel maintenance

and protecting marine and island

environments had the highest response

N~ 4 Protect our Hauraki Gulf rates of 40% and 30% respectively (Fig.

By completing this form, | am joining a community dedicated to preserving the natural : :‘\, | 2)

« 82% of respondents reported positive

beauty and biodiversity of the Hauraki Gulf. My commitment to Check Clean

Close ensures that this precious island and marine environment will be preserved for Fraser, D. (2025). Hobbs Beach, Tiritiri Matangi [Photograph].

‘Check, Clean, Close’ is the primary messaging generations 1o come:
of the Protect Our Hauraki Gulf campaign by
Auckland Council (Figure 1). The Commitment
Form is a checklist for boat users to self-certify
that they have performed these biosecurity
actions before heading out to the Hauraki Gulf?.

responses to having the Commitment

Figure 3: Response to the Commitment Form as a motivator for boat user Form as a motivator (Fig. 3).

behaviour change. * 72% of respondents identified the risk

1. Tirohia | Check - | have checked for pests... . .
| i of accidentally transporting pests on

The ‘Commitment Form’ helps me feel
motivated to check for pests on my boat and

gear.

Inside my personal belongings and gear

their vessels (Fig. 4).

Inside the cabin and deck
Inside the bilge area and any other non-enclosed storage compartments
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At my boat storage location

An understanding of the level of biosecurity B Strongly Agree

awareness and motivations of recreational boat
users to undertake biosecurity actions is vital for
informing strategies and decision-making to
protect the Gulf islands.

. Whakapaingia | Clean - | have cleaned dirt and soil off...

o Footwear 14.40% Discussion

o Tyres (bike/cars) 29.70%
o Campinggear

m Agree
The messaging of the Commitment Form

Neither Agree Or [ @Ppears understandable for most

3. Katia | Close - | have stored these items in containers, sealed boxes, or zipped bags...

Disagree respondents, with a large proportion

o Food

Disagree agreeing that having the form would

o Fishing equipment

o Personalbelongings, clothing, towels, and gear motivate them to undertake preventative

Aim
To assess selected Hauraki Gulf recreational

m Strongly Disagree | biosecurity actions. Many showed an

) i Figure 2: Responses to motivations behind performing biosecurity actions o . . :
boat users’ comprehension and perception of bogatuser& & perf . 4 f awareness of the risk their vessels posed in
- - _ Figure 4: Response to whether boat users believed their vessel could be a the accidental transport of pests in the
the Cornmltment Form |n.the currer.1t awareness What would motivate you to perform the o el ] j o P g tp o
campaign and identify motivators for 'Check. Clean and Close' actions? . . auraki Gult. When motivators behin
it = Vessel transported on your boat, trailer, or gear? categories, protecting vessels from damage
Method 10.30% Protection/Upkeep 6.70% by pests and protecting the environment
A etho £y i Gulf ® Personal Enjoyment had the highest response rates. This
n anonymous survey of Hauraki Gu , ,
information could support future awareness
recreational vessel users was conducted at 40.10% B Fishing . : PP :
Auckland boat shows in March and May 2025 29 70% 20.80% W Yes campaign messaging by Auckland Council.
, . (s
as well as at Auckland boat ramps. The survey Protecting m No
Environment Unsure

focused on participant comprehension of the
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motivations for carrying out the actions. R o S T R

Commitment Form, the clarity of each step in
the ‘Check, Clean, Close’ procedures and their




