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Paul Pascoe (1908–1976) – and student research in Christchurch, 2023

https://teara.govt.nz/files/large_images/38870-pc_0.jpg / Photo CS, 2023.



Te Rangimārie

https://discoverywall.nz/album/2752/19671



Pascoe’s early writings – Making New Zealand, 1940

“In this wood engraving Dr. F. von Hochstetter has 
illustrated the complexity of Māori carving. The 
simplicity of Māori houses was relieved by intricate 
patterns of decoration.”

Paul Pascoe, “Houses”, in Making New Zealand, No. 20, (Wellington, N.Z.: Department of Internal Affairs, New Zealand, 1940), 2-3.

“’Pomare’s hut’ in the Bay of Islands. Captain P. P. King, who 
made this sketch in 1839, noted that the roof was thatched 
with dark brown rushes, while the hut was ornamented with 
feathers and red paint.”



Pascoe’s early writings – “The Modern House”, in Landfall, 1947

Paul Pascoe & Humphrey Hall, “The Modern House”, in Landfall, Volume 1, No. 2 (1947), 124-126.
Image from Bill Toomath, Built in New Zealand: The Houses we Live In (Auckland: Harper Collins, 1996).

“Except for the typical carving on early Māori buildings, there is little in 
New Zealand architecture that can be said to be distinctive or 
indigenous.

There is no distinction in endless rows of peaky and restless-looking 
suburban bungalows, nor in individual bungalows transplanted to a 
glorious site on a sheep-station at the foot of the southern alps.”

Paul Pascoe & Humphrey Hall, The Modern House, 24.



Māori design influence: Arthur’s Pass Chapel (1955)

Arthur’s Pass Chapel. Photo CS, 2023 / MacMillan Brown Library, Christchurch.



Māori design influence: St Chad’s, Linwood, Christchurch (1959)

St Chad’s. Photos SMcC / CS, 2023.



Council proposal

“Hostel Objections Racist, Says Priest”, The Christchurch Star, 30 June 1967, E. H, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.
“Council Approves Māori Centre”, The Press, 18 July 1967, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.

“Given the opportunity, young 
Māori are good citizens with respect 
for their elders and for authority”

Father Horgan, 1967

“There must be no undue annoyance 
or disturbance and the building must 
provide adequate soundproofing, the 
council laid down on the Māori youth 
centre”

The Press, 1967



The initial design

Initial sketches by Paul Pascoe, 1967, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, Project no. 821.

Sketch by Pascoe illustrating initial design proposal

“General disappointment was expressed” by the 
church, as recorded in meeting minutes.

Further sketches show Pascoe working on a form that combined all 
programmes into one building



The final design

Perspective drawing of Te Rangimārie, “Work On Māori Youth Centre Begun”, The Press, 5 July 1968, p. 13.
Elevation drawings by Paul Pascoe, 1967, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.



The façade

Photos CS / SMcC, 2023.



The hall

Photos CS, 2023.



Eastern and western wing

Photos SMcC, 2023.

Eastern wing: kitchen and supper room

Western wing: chapel and priest’s flat



Māori co-design

Sketches by Paul Pascoe, 1967, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.
Photo SMcC, 2023.
Photo of Norman Te Whata, 1984, E. H, McCormick Research Library Archives, Auckland Art Gallery. 

Norman Te Whata
created the manaia 
(carved figure) at the 
front door, the original 
concrete altar, the 
tabernacle, crucifix and 
carved panel in the 
chapel.

Sketches indicating items 
for Te Whata to design 
and carve, 1967

Manaia by Te Whata Whero Makarini Remana Te 
Whata, also known as Norman 
Lemon, 1984



Norman Te Whata

Norman Te Whata
works on a crucifix 
commission with 
wife Rachel, 1969

Te Whata at work in 
his studio, 1983

Norman and Rachel, “Sculptor developed his art in Prison”, Weekly News Auckland, 7 July 1969, E. H. McCormick Research Library 
Archives, Auckland Art Gallery. 
Norman Te Whata, “Elders Challenged To Help Māori Youngsters”, Northern News, 27 January 1983, E. H. McCormick Research Library 
Archives, Auckland Art Gallery.



“Turangawaewae” – a foothold, or place to call one’s own

Te Rangimārie under construction, The Christchurch Star, 21 November 1968, E. H, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.

“This means so much to a Māori and there is a shortage of such places in the city, it will fill a great need, especially for young people.”

Reverend C. Horgan, The Press, 5 July 1968



Opening of Te Rangimārie

Opening of Te Rangimārie, “New Youth Centre Opened”, The Press, March 11, 1969, Macmillan Brown Library Archives, project no. 821.



Te Whata: reflections on Te Rangimārie

“Māori have made the effort to be bicultural. 
Now it’s the others’ turn.”

Norman Te Whata, 1986

New Zealand Womens Weekly, “A moving poem of love and combat”, N.Z.W.W, November 24, 1986, 
E. H, McCormick Research Library Archives, Auckland Art Gallery.



Ongoing use

Photos SMcC / CS, 2023.



Te Rangimārie

Photo CS, 2023.


