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Manaaki mauri

— Maori perspectives of the success
of ecological restoration

« Many ecological restoration projects are held to be
successful, or demonstrate progress towards goals that
are interpreted as success.

* Nonetheless, there has been debate in literature over
what constitutes ‘success’ in the context of ecological
restoration.

» Concept of restoration success becoming more
important with increasing community engagement in
restoration actions — and that 2021 marks the starts of
the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.




Research question:

How do we reconcile the aspirations of
communities involved in ecological restoration
projects with measures and expectations of
restoration success identified by ecological
science or ‘governing’ stakeholders?

Agency and community-based practitioners

Method: Questionaires/interviews — we asked

respondents:

« do you consider your project to be

successful?
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Survey region (shaded) and approx. location of
community group respondents’ projects (circles).

* what attributes are used to determine

restoration success?

* what measures are used in monitoring the

attributes?

Galbraith et al. 2021.

doi: 10.1111/rec.13405




Comparison of attributes to determine restoration success:
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Community group responses:
« “[Community] groups have a holistic approach, but need to work with
specialist agency groups.”

« “Community group objective is to restore overall ecological processes,
and management of only one part will lead to imbalance.”

« “Community groups are more passionate, so they have wider
perspective.”

Agency group responses:

« “Volunteers are focused in their patch, they see all, and are interactive
[with whole project]. Volunteers are multifunctional.”

 “Volunteers are broader thinking because they are not motivated for pay.”

... everyone thinks they have a holistic approach to restoration!

(Galbraith et al. 2021)



Field measures
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. everyone thinks they have a holistic approach to restoration!

* respondents: 88.5% NZ European.
» views of iwi-based (Maori) restoration practitioners?



Research question:

What is the role of Matauranga Maori (Maori world view,
perspectives and cultural practices) with respect to
ecological restoration?

lwi-based practitioners

Method: Korero (interviews) with Maori associated with
ecological restoration either through their tribal group
(iwi/hapu), or as individuals.

Questions initiating the korero:

» what taonga (valued resources) are being restored, or
enhanced, through the restoration activity?

» what benefits are expected as a result of the restoration
activity?

» what indicators identify the success of the restoration
activity?



Mauri

Mauri = life principle, life force, vital essence (Moorfield 2011).

Everything has mauri, mauri is everywhere, everything is connected through
mauri.

Mauri is often concentrated into a stone or other object for protection,
deposited in a sacred/pertinent location.

“Mauri can’t be restored as it already exists, but it can be enhanced.”

Tauranga Heritage Collection




Tiritiri Matangi Island, Hauraki Gulf, New Zealand (c.1984)
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2 \Wakapapa and stories

« Everything has mauri, mauri is everywhere, everything is connected through
mauri.

« Whakapapa (genealogy, lineage) shows this connectedness, and often
expressed through parakau (stories/legends).

“ ... restoration should follow the appropriate order.”

 Whakapapa determines the order of any activity.

“The whakapapa of the winds determines the prevailing
winds, which in turn determines which forest species
should be planted.”

“The story of Rimurapa and Pingao ...”
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3 People

He aha te mea nui o te ao What is the most important thing in the world?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata It is the people, it is the people, it is the people

For iwi/hapu (tribal groups), ecological restoration outcomes include:

* restoring the connection to traditional lands and resources;
* accessing traditional resources;improved community welfare;
* generating the capability for environmental management.

“... for the benefit of our people.”
“... taonga sustain human health.”
“... collectivism.”

Community group respondents:

» “Social side is a strong driver.”

» “Social side important, should be fostered ... some participants have their own
Facebook page.”

“ .. Iindividualism.”



Matauranga Maori represents a truly holistic approach to
ecological restoration — maanaki mauri.
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