
Method

An anonymous survey of Hauraki Gulf 

recreational vessel users was conducted at 

Auckland boat shows in March and May 2025, 

as well as at Auckland boat ramps. The survey 

focused on participant comprehension of the 

Commitment Form, the clarity of each step in 

the ‘Check, Clean, Close’ procedures and their 

motivations for carrying out the actions.

Results 

• Positive comprehension responses of 

94.4%, 92.6%, and 91.2% for each of 

the ‘Check’, ‘Clean’, ‘Close’ statements 

respectively from 357 respondents. 

• Reducing costs of vessel maintenance 

and protecting marine and island 

environments had the highest response 

rates of 40% and 30% respectively (Fig. 

2).  

• 82% of respondents reported positive 

responses to having the Commitment 

Form as a motivator (Fig. 3).

• 72% of respondents identified the risk 

of accidentally transporting pests on 

their vessels (Fig. 4).

Discussion 

The messaging of the Commitment Form 

appears understandable for most 

respondents, with a large proportion 

agreeing that having the form would 

motivate them to undertake preventative 

biosecurity actions. Many showed an 

awareness of the risk their vessels posed in 

the accidental transport of pests in the 

Hauraki Gulf. When motivators behind 

behaviour change were grouped into 

categories, protecting vessels from damage 

by pests and protecting the environment 

had the highest response rates. This 

information could support future awareness 

campaign messaging by Auckland Council. 
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Figure 1: Auckland Council’s Commitment Form. 
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Aim

To assess selected Hauraki Gulf recreational

boat users’ comprehension and perception of

the Commitment Form in the current awareness

campaign and identify motivators for

undertaking biosecurity actions.
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Figure 3: Response to the Commitment Form as a motivator for boat user 
behaviour change.

Figure 4: Response to whether boat users believed their vessel could be a 
vector of spread.

Figure 2: Responses to motivations behind performing biosecurity actions of 
boat users. 
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Introduction
Invasive species are those which have been 
introduced outside of their natural range and 
can cause significant harm, particularly on 
island environments. Recreational boating is a 
risk pathway for the introduction, spread, and 
reintroduction of invasive species1 including, 
but not limited to: rodents, skinks, ants, and 
plant pathogens. These pose a risk to the islands 
in Tīkapa Moana/Hauraki Gulf as rodents and 
stoats can easily swim ashore from anchored 
vessels. 

‘Check, Clean, Close’ is the primary messaging 
of the Protect Our Hauraki Gulf campaign by 
Auckland Council (Figure 1). The Commitment 
Form is a checklist for boat users to self-certify 
that they have performed these biosecurity 
actions before heading out to the Hauraki Gulf2. 

An understanding of the level of biosecurity 
awareness and motivations of recreational boat 
users to undertake biosecurity actions is vital for 
informing strategies and decision-making to 
protect the Gulf islands.


