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Henry Kulka, ‘right hand’ of Adolf Loos

The Methodist Church in Samoa

Samoa governed by New Zealand administrations

A Jewish émigré architect in New Zealand

Fletcher Construction, Auckland

A few components of this puzzle



Adolf Loos with Heinrich Kulka: Country House Khuner, Payerbach, Austria, 1929

Photo: CS, 2016



Kulka in Auckland – working for Fletcher Construction from 1940 onwards

https://collection.fletcherarchives.co.nz/objects/56683/fletcher-construction-co-ltd-1961-rendells-store-takapuna-auckland
https://collection.fletcherarchives.co.nz/objects/56696/fletcher-construction-co-ltd-1955-kidd-garret-ltd-hobson-st-auckland-3-items-a-c

Rendells Store, Takapuna, Auckland, 1961  Kidd Garret Ltd, Hobson St, Auckland, 1955



Kulka in Auckland – having left Fletcher Construction in 1960, he designed mostly houses

…

https://www.dezeen.com/2022/11/30/henry-kulka-buildings/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Kulka#/media/File:Henry_Kulka_working,_St_Heliers,_Auckland,_1970.jpg

Sharp House, Auckland, 1964
Henry Kulka in St. Heliers, 1970



Samoa
A fale tele under 

construction

Te Papa Tongarewa C.001446 

Photo by Thomas Andrew, c. 1900



https://www.google.com/maps/search/methodist+church+in+apia/@-13.8259661,-171.7664684,2041m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu

A map of Apia



A map of the site: Ekelesia Metotisi Samoa Matafele

https://www.google.com/maps/@-13.8313678,-171.7666668,510m/data=!3m1!1e3?entry=ttu



F H Beckett, Morris Hedstrom Offices in Apia,
Fletcher Construction’s first accomplished job in Samoa

https://collection.fletcherarchives.co.nz/objects/59587/fletcher-construction-
co-south-pacific-division-circa-1949-western-samoa-morris-hedstrom-ltd

Morris Hedstrom Building, c. 1950



Morris Hedstrom offices 
and Methodist Church 

under construction in Apia 
in 1950

Pacific Islands Monthly 

Vol. XX, no. 7 (Feb. 1950)

https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-
370006969/view?sectionId=nla.obj-372959082



The Methodist Church in Apia, Samoa

Photo: CS, 2023

An attempt at an Italianate church?

Instead of trying to find a way to express Samoan 
architecture – in whatever way, Kulka makes a vague 

Italian connection.



A view from the Government Building (2015)

Photos: CS, 2015



The Methodist Church in 
Matafele, Apia

photographed by Thomas Andrew, c. 1910

Alexander Turnbull Library, PA1-q-223-11-1



Apia Catholic Cathedral of ca. 1890

Photos CS, 2006 / Handbook of Western Samoa 



The Methodist Church in Apia, Samoa, designed by Henry Kulka (1947–1951)

Interior perspective: Fletcher Archives, Auckland



A first iteration? Drawing as of 9 July 1947

Drawn by Henry Kulka, traced by R.A.U., 9/10 July 1947. Fletcher Archives, Auckland



Drawing as of 15 July 1947

Drawn by Henry Kulka, traced by R.A.U., 15 July 1947. Fletcher Archives, Auckland



Interesting to note the modernist apartment 
building by the church’s side

Drawn by Henry Kulka, traced by R.A.U., 15 July 1947. Fletcher Archives, Auckland



A second iteration: proposed elevation, stepping down towards the Mulivai Stream

Drawing by Henry Kulka, dated September 1947. Fletcher Archives, Auckland



Kulka’s Methodist Church in Apia, Samoa
and August Stüler, St. Jacob’s in Berlin, 1845

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/07/S
t-Jacobi-Kirche_Berlin.jpg/1024px-St-Jacobi-Kirche_Berlin.jpg



Albert Schaaffhausen (1876 – 1960), Anglican Church in Apia, Samoa (1945–1958)



Albert Schaaffhausen’s Anglican 
Church in Apia, Samoa

…and Peter Behrens’ Crematorium in Hagen, 
Germany, 1907. 

https://www.baukunst-nrw.de/img/objekte/XL/558_880538.jpg



Church in Malua, 1905 

Alexander Turnbull Library 23398_ac_3_1

Samoan-European blended buildings



Vetle Jørgensen: Aiavao House, Moto’otua, Apia, 1970

Photo: CS, 2015 / Drawing courtesy of Aiavao family



Photos CS, 2015

Zbginiew Marek Wolak: Maota fono in Mulinu’u, 1972



The Methodist Church in Apia, Samoa

Photo: CS, 2023 / Drawing of September 1947. Fletcher archives, Auckland.



Henry Kulka, ‘right hand’ of Adolf Loos – 
actually a modernist?

The Methodist Church in Samoa – 
did they ask for the church to be in a particular style? 

Samoa governed by New Zealand administrations

A Jewish émigré architect in New Zealand – 
did he ever visit Samoa?

Fletcher Construction, Auckland

A few components of this puzzle

Why was there no architectural reaction to ‘place’?



Thank you!


