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Ko wai au?

Ko te Kapukataumahaka te
Maunga
Ko te Owheo te Awa
No Otepoti ahau
Ko te Ngati Pakeha/raua ko Tonga 
oku Iwi
Ko Te Taua Moana Te Marae
Ko Jason Hallie toku ingoa

Whanaungatanga/Setting the Scene

Misty-eyed reminiscence

Financial austerity is real – no Craig

Considerations and warnings

Full-circle moments

Early Pacific Scene in Dunedin



Neoliberalism has created a new social 
ontology, a discourse which has 

established seemingly self-evident 
truths and, as such, “neoliberalism 
has become the water in which we 

swim” (Wilson, 2017, p. 50).

As a hegemonic discourse it positions 
itself as common sense and 

simultaneously excludes alternative 
ways of seeing and being in the 

world.



The Global rise and rise of Neoliberalism

The 1980's saw an 
increase in application of 
these ideas and a 
subsequent 
transformation of existing 
economic, political and 
social relationships. 

A global shift towards 
neoliberalism in political-
economic practices and 
thinking since the 1970s 
(Harvey, 2007)
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In contrast to Keynesian 
economic theory (which 
acknowledged the need 
for regulated capitalism 
and state supported 
social provisions) 
neoliberalism articulated 
the belief that..



Neoliberalism
"human well-being can best be 
advanced by liberating individual 
entrepreneurial freedoms and skills 
within an institutional framework 
characterized by strong private 
property rights, free markets, and 
free trade … if markets do not exist 
(in areas such as land, water, 
education, health care, social 
security, or environmental 
pollution) then they must be 
created, by state action if 
necessary."

Harvey, 2007 p2



The Global rise and rise of Neoliberalism 
cont

What followed was 
deregulation, 

privatization, and 
withdrawal of the state 

from many areas of social 
provision (Harvey, 2007). 

This shift from a Keynesian 
approach to a neoliberal 

program occurred in many 
counties across the globe 

(USA under Ragan, UK under 
Thatcher and Roger Douglas 

in Aotearoa NZ)
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Would you like fries 
with your degree?

Students as consumers 
Individuated learners

Learning for industry 
and employment 

Huge debt for student 
and the impact of this 
on other life choices



The Special Case of Te Pukenga

Mergers Common 
curriculums

Finances

Federations Business Divisions Delivery



The case for challenge

Take advantage of 
the opportunities it 
creates

● Accept that 
Neoliberalism is 
here to stay

● Our communities 
need social 
justice warriors 
and change 
agents even 
more



Why Pacific People?

Migration Education has been a large driver of migration 

Value 
Knowledge

Pacific people value knowledge, learning and tradition. They 
have developed effective ways of teaching and learning

Majority of 
Unitec BSP

The highest group of akonga by ethncity at 42% (Hallie, 2024)



Why Pacific People?

Student 
Informed

Pacific Students have been involved in developing this research

Walk 
successfully 
in two worlds

Manage at times complex relationships in the diaspora

Success Pacific Students suceed at high levels meeting the ITP 
benchmark (Hallie, 2024)

The future of 
Aotearoa NZ

Will support the Gen X and Gen Y retirement in the future?!



The canoe might sink in the 
breaking wave but the wise 

navigator will not drown
(Movono, 2021)

Ka tomo te vaka i te ‘atu ‘anga
ngaru. Kare ra te Rangatira 

tiratiratu e maremo



Printing map

China
In the s. XI created 
reproduction systems with 
mobile types

Germany
Johannes Gutenberg is the 
creator of the printing press
in 1440



Counter Hegemony in and around the 
Classroom

Understand the 
personal and collective 
values of your learner

Teaching pedagogy 
therefore becomes 

more important
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Redefine notions of 
success



Counter Hegemony in and around the 
Classroom

Reframe 
expectations

Assist akonga to 
develop authentic 

notions of 
themselves 
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Narrative approaches 
to decolonise 

education



Counter Hegemony in and around the 
Classroom

Involve kainga where 
appropriate

Pacific involvement
Benseman et al (2006)
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Aiga Night 2024



Counter Hegemonic Practices

Fekau’aki
Mafile’o (2004)

Pacific stories and 
methodologies

Expand learning 
and benefits to 

wider 
community

Demonstrate 
Pacific Values

Tuakana-Teina
Patterson (2012)

Humour



Luisa ki taulanga

Even when facing many obstacles, be 
determined  to press onto your 

destination
(Movono, 2021)
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