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Arts-based conversation: An enquiry into early childhood 
visual arts pedagogy (Turton, 2015).

My research highlighted the need for teacher education 
programmes to consider how student teachers are 
prepared to provide tamariki with experiences to explore 
domain knowledge related to visual arts. However, in an 
integrated curriculum all domain knowledge including 
science, technology, engineering, arts, maths and literacy  
needs to be woven through a play based curriculum. 



Self-efficacy and domain knowledge
Teachers’ own attitudes and experience of visual arts shapes the 
provision of art experiences for children. This influences the 
provision of space, time, resources and guidance in the visual arts. 

This means in order to teach domain knowledge teachers need to 
have their own experience to draw upon. Teachers’ sense of self-
efficacy towards the teaching of the arts influences their ability to 
teach (Craw & Grey, 2013; Garvis, 2009).



Teacher education and pedagogical development

My research suggests that some teachers are concerned about 
their lack of domain knowledge related to visual art. This lack of 
domain knowledge can extend into other learning areas. 
Anecdotal evidence suggested that student teachers have similar 
concerns about teachng STEM subjects 

This asserts that there is need for on-going pedagogical 
development, and critical review of current visual arts education 
for both in-service and pre-service teachers. 



Responsibilities of kaiako
Te Whāriki (Ministry of Education, 2017), expects kaiako 
to prioritise children’s dispositions and working theories 
through play. 

They are also required to integrate domain knowledge for 
example mathematics, science and visual arts.



Outcome Statement:
• To enable students to critically 
examine theories and practices 
relating to curriculum content 
knowledge and pedagogy in 
early childhood education.

Learning outcomes:

1. Analyse and apply theories of language acquisition 
to facilitate children’s learning and development

2. Critically analyse and discuss pedagogy in relation 
to children’s early literacy and mathematics 
learning.

3. Research curriculum content knowledge and 
pedagogy across the curriculum relevant to the 
practice of early childhood teachers.

4. Engage Te Whāriki as a socio-cultural approach to 
curriculum design.
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Assessment two

• Create an open-ended resource based on loose parts to foster mathematics 
through an integrated approach

• Introduce the resource to children 
• Create a pamphlet discussing resource, links to te ao Māori, sustainability and 

domain knowledge. 
• Present resource at “market day” and discuss this with our “customer” 

articulating own pedagogy 



Market Day



The Far North Pāmu



Loose parts: Far North Pāmu



Te kete aronui



The learning in the assessment
• Self-efficacy and experience creating and exploring own practice

• Domain knowledge: STEAM & literacy
• Teachers role in facilitating play: environment, materials and relationships
• Loose parts: sustainability, te ao Māori, open ended play, creativity and 

problem solving

• Capstone assessment: articulating own pedagogy, justifying approaches
• Student feedback was very positive



Chip off the old blocks



@chipofftheoldblocks on Instagram
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