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Introduction
Aotearoa New Zealand's current housing shortage continues to be an ongoing
challenge for Indigenous Māori and the Crown. This paper briefly summarises the
author's master's research project 'He Rautaki Whakatauria Whare o Te Tiriti o
Waitangi: Treaty Anchored Housing Strategies,' which explored what a Te Tiritianchored housing strategy might look like for Aotearoa. This includes a review of
current housing and economic policy settings in Aotearoa. Specifically, it uses a treaty
framework that consists of the principles and articles as articulated in legal and policymaking settings to analyse and assess the impact of the housing crisis on the Māori
community. The key findings from this research highlight four critical areas of concern;
1) Māori housing: Many Māori are living in dire conditions 2) Te Tiriti o Waitangi: the
Crown breaches Te Tiriti o Waitangi; 3) Housing Policy: mainstream housing policies
do not meet the diverse and distinctive needs of Māori and 4) Economic settings:
current settings do not enable opportunities for Māori housing especially on whenua
Māori (Māori land).
Māori Housing
Colonisation has had significant impacts on many Māori lives. A history of land
depletion, crown acquisition of whenua Māori, settler immigration and ongoing racial
discrimination have displaced Māori in Aotearoa and powerfully influenced the dire
conditions that many Māori are living in today (Moewaka-Barnes & McCreanor, 2019).
Housing in the contemporary context is valued as a monetary asset instead of a place
of intrinsic value to Māori. The financialisaton and commodification of land and housing
which embodies capitalist, neoliberal, and colonial foundations does not align with Te
Ao Māori (the Māori worldview). These western-centric ideologies have shaped and
informed the overheated and unaffordable housing market. These events have
perpetuated colonisation, enforced systemic harm and entrenched intergenerational
inequalities.

The current housing system in Aotearoa is not responsive and does not meet the
diverse and complex housing needs of Māori. The research reveals, unsurprisingly,
three fundamental issues; the alarmingly rate of Māori experiencing homelessness,
systemic failures, and the continued impacts of colonisation.
Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Treaty of Waitangi)
Te Tiriti o Waitangi is a treaty that was negotiated between Māori and the British Crown
in 1840. Te Tiriti o Waitangi is regarded as Aotearoa New Zealand’s founding
document and direct references to it can now be found in many policy and legislative
documents. It affirms Māori tino rangatiratanga and, in Article two, guaranteed the
protection of kāinga and whenua. Declining homeownership rates show the harsh
realities of this housing crisis, the shortage of social provision, a rise in housing
deprivation (overcrowding and habitability), and a rapid increase in homelessness
(Amore, et al., 2020). This raises significant issues for Māori as many will become
dependent on the private rental market and face housing insecurity (Rout et al., 2019).
These aspects are argued as breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi under article 3. As such,
Māori housing needs to be discussed in a broader context concerning Te Tiriti o
Waitangi and constitutional issues (Rout et al., 2019; IMSB, 2019).
Housing Policy
Housing policy in Aotearoa is heavily centralised from design to implementation. The
policy analysis from this research shows that there are extensive issues with the
current housing policies as they fail to align and honour the articles and principles of
Te Tiriti o Waitangi. This research identified three critical approaches that require
urgent attention given their influence on the lives of Māori. They include scaling up
social housing and increasing supply, addressing short-term emergency housing
interventions as they are unsafe and unsustainable, and reviewing current planning
and regulatory issues that Māori experience to design and build on papakāinga
(ancestral homes, settlements, and villages).
Economic Settings
Analysis of national housing economic settings revealed that there are limited options
for Māori, and existing policies fail to adopt Te Tiriti o Waitangi articles and principles.
Current settings are insufficient and do not enable housing for Māori, especially on

Māori land. The single housing policy Kāinga Whenua Loan Scheme, which focuses
on homeowners, requires urgent reform due to significant challenges and barriers
informing low uptake. The recent establishment of the progressive homeownership
scheme is a great example of alternative housing policy and pathway for Māori
aspiring to become homeowners.
Further, there are multiple opportunities for partnership in co-investment between the
Crown and Māori. Significant funding, resourcing, and investment are required and
are fundamental to honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Furthermore, access to finance and
capital needs further in-depth analysis and review to address multiple challenges and
barriers that Māori encounter.
Conclusion
Housing for Māori is a Treaty issue. Te Tiriti o Waitangi is fundamental to addressing
the inequities and ethnic disparities that Māori experience in housing. Strengthening
the relationship between both Māori and the Crown is critical to this process. The
research highlights a need for housing policy and economic settings to improve their
adoption of the Te Tiriti o Waitangi articles and principles. Further, targeted funding,
initiatives, and programmes recognising Te Tiriti enable opportunities to resource the
Māori housing sector and scale up Māori-led housing solutions that are culturally
responsive and adequately designed by and for iwi, hapū, marae, and whānau. This
also provides hope and possibility for many Māori and assures them that despite the
current context of a housing sector in crisis in Aotearoa homeownership is still
achievable in the near future.
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