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WHY?WHY?WHY?WHY?
The External Examiners Report 2017 made this request:
The panel requests that the program prepares a concise statement about 
the Unitec’s position on design teaching and the program’s point of 
distinction...The panel sees the formulation of an identity statement as 
critical to the development of the school. This would benefit the faculty both 
as an outward expression of the school’s values and offering, and internally 
as a point of reference by which programmes, and pedagogy can be 
evaluated.
This might be seen as the motivational incentive.However, we would argue 
that there has been for several years a desire amongst many staff in the 
School to develop a vision that more fully utilise the breadth of skills and 
knowledge to form place of learning for a contemporary and future world.



1840
Te Tiriti o Waitangi signed

1994
School of Architecture and Construction established

1999
Te Hononga: 

School of Māori Architecture and Alternative Technologies established

2004
Te Noho Kotahitanga signed
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[Architecture & Aoteraoa New Zealand] 

à The School acknowledges the legitimacy of indigenous knowledge of place.  

à The School commits to  the values embodied in living Te Noho Kotahitanga. 

à The School commits to a culture and curriculum that authentically align with a deep understanding of 

the Tiriti o Waitangi.  

 

[Architecture & non-architecture] MAHI KOTAHITANGA 

à The School acknowledges that architecture is connected. 

à The School commits to actively engage with other schools of architecture (in Aotearoa and overseas), 

other disciplines, the wider professional body, the community, mana whenua iwi and the living systems 

it is a part of.  

 

[Architecture & us] WHAKARITENGA 

à The School recognises the diversity of its people and experiences.  

à The School commits to develop its programmes in a way that is inclusive (culture, ethnicity, gender, 

age) and adapted to this diversity. 

 

[Architecture & me] NGĀKAU MĀHAKI 

à The School commits to be a safe place of personal growth and integrity where deep care for the people 

and the land is inspired through the teaching and learning of architecture. 

 

[Architecture & the ecological crisis] KAITIAKITANGA me RANGATIRATANGA 

à The School acknowledges that architecture in its built form has been and continue to be a critical 

contributor to the global ecological crisis.  

à The School commits to review its current teaching and learning methods to ensure that the school’s 

graduates become equipped to contribute to the betterment of the profession in a way that is 

beneficial to communities and the ecosystems they are part of.  

  









Te Hononga
Ngā pātai
How do we work collectively as Mana whenua, Tangata whenua, 
Tangata moana and Tangata tiriti to develop a Living Vision 
document/diagram?
How do we work collectively as Mana whenua, Tangata whenua, 
Tangata moana and Tangata tiriti to bring this Living Vision into 
being in every day of the School of Architecture progrmme?
How do we maintain this vision as Living Performance seven 
generations from now?



ā muri ake nei/the future?

ka huri


