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Research Design
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Aims and objectives 

Aim: To determine whether targeted interventions for students with Literacy and 
Numeracy for Adults Assessment Tool (LNAAT) assessment achievement of step 1-3 
results in comparable rates of success in year one of the Bachelor of Nursing programme 
with those students who achieve step 4 or higher at LNAAT assessment.  

1. Do any students in the February 2020 Bachelor of Nursing Cohort have an LNAAT 
assessment result in the range of 1-3?

2. Does the uptake of targeted, personalised literacy development resources and 
opportunities result in improved LNAAT assessment result at the end of the student’s 
second semester of the Bachelor of Nursing programme?

3. Where students have engaged with personalised support resources and 
opportunities, how do their year one academic results compare with those students 
whose initial LNAAT assessment result was in the range of  4-6? 



LNAAT steps



Covid pause 

We treated the first attempt to implement this study as a pilot and learned that: 

• There were more student nurses than we anticipated entering the undergraduate 
programme with an LNAAT assessment in the range of step 1-3.

• LNAAT testing the whole cohort and completing interviews with those whose 
assessment was in the range of 1-3 was ambitious in the first 4 weeks of the 
programme and we needed a longer time frame particularly for completion of 
interviews.

• The resources provided to support literacy development were well received by study 
participants.

• Teacher professional development was important for staff who were able to 
introduce some additional literacy building strategies to their classrooms. 
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Intervention 
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Interviews with faculty
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Conclusions
• Lower LNAAT scores appear to correlate with an increased possibility of receiving a 

fail grade for one or more courses

• Literacy support is also required by those students who had an LNAAT score of 4 at 
initial testing. 



Recommendations
• LNAAT testing could be an advantage for students ahead of starting BNurse 

programmes 
• Research collaboration and implementation of this intervention model across schools 

and Te Pūkenga could be a useful strategy for targeting student success
• Engagement with Bridgepoint students who are targeting nursing to further support 

their literacy development 



Impact because of the research 

There were more students than anticipated who met the criteria for the course but who 
were assessed at LNAAT 3 or less. In the light of this finding, the programme 
management team took the decision that all students would complete LNAAT assessment 
on entry to the programme so that all students who need assistance are identified at the 
earliest opportunity. This process began in February 2021.  
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