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As Ruth Bader Ginsburg says … My own words.

 This presentation speaks to what I have learnt  in the academy

 These  ideas give a glimpse into my world

2



I have learnt …about me.

 I was chosen how amazing to be chosen because…

 You have the qualifications , you are of  Pacific nations heritage so you represent.

 You are a fit for what we are looking for

 Historically this was my foot in the door so to speak to academic life as I knew it.

 The timing …they needed me.

 This is briefly what I have learnt

 1)  Someone believed in me

 2)  You bring yourself into the teaching- Therefore I am 

 3)  I walk, carry, dance with my students. We learn together.

 Poetry speaks for me giving me permission to share my view 
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I have learnt, someone believed in me 

 My journey has been one of encouragement from others who  believed in me.

 The qualifications journey prepared me for life in academia.

 The interview process was more about pleasing my counterparts as this was their suggestion.

 The outcome was not important, turning up,  going through the process was to please them.

 Therefore a  core principle is believing in the potentiality of every  applicant/student to enter 
into the academy with their own world view  contributing  to the richness of our collective 
learning. I  believe  students will be encouraged to contribute their world views alongside the 
prescribed knowledge enabling a tapestry of ideas, concepts and revelations to be woven into 
their thinking, philosophy and practice.

 The principle of Tuakana -Teina is  key in this relationship of respect  and reciprocity
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I have learnt, you bring yourself into the 

teaching

 Parkar Palmer speaks about the courage to teach

 Knowing who you are in this place and space. 

 Being professional, responsible and accountable to the children, their whanau, to my 

students,  my colleagues, the early childhood centres, also the academy.

 Reflections enable courageous  conversations to take place within ourselves and with others

 Te Noho Kotahitanga principles are key to my understanding of service to others.

 My students are reminded of who they are before they enter their study.

 Therefore I wrote this poem for them.

 It is entitled : Come into this place. 
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I have learnt identity, ancestry has relevance.

Presence 

 I thought of my Pacific Nations ancestry . The Cook Islands and Samoa my place of being. 

Was this indigenous… I could feel the breeze, see the coconut palms , feel the tug of the 

canoes, hear the people laughing, taste the salt water . Was this my remembering from 

ancient times or a knowing from my collective experiences.

 This poem is my coming to terms with who I am and a justification that we may look 

different as Pacific nations people-but we are all the same in terms of our collective tribal 

knowing. The past, the present and the future remembers us even when we are no more. 

 I have learnt,  the diversity and difference of people that choose this profession identity is a 

significant characteristic as we carry the histories of our generations with us.  

 I therefore wrote this poem – Whispers our stories calls us by name.  
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I have learnt,  I walk, carry, dance with my 

students. 

 COVID has taught me many things. 

 How do we hold our students and support the kaupapa of the degree? 

 How do we ensure they survive holistically under these circumstances.?

 We do this one zoom session at a time

 We  read our students. Their faces, their actions , what is not being said 

 We become more attuned to their voices- listening to their spirit, their Wairua

 Changes in attitude to learning , changes to managing , surviving  

 We become  more aware of the sanctity of the human spirit.  
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I have learnt, alofa is the greatest intelligence

 I continue to learn from my students 

 They are my  teachers

 To witness the voices of those who have not been brave enough to speak , to share a view, 

offer an opinion, debate, because they were not invited, respected, valued.

 We are witness to the resilience of the human spirit 

 The creativity and curiosity that enables transformation of spirit and soul to rise, to fly, to be 

respected and validated in this place called the academy.

 We are weavers of our collective knowledge's 

 These are some things I have learnt. 
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I have learnt, the significance of The Treaty of 

Waitangi to my teaching 

 Underpinning who we are as a people 

Partnerships-respectful, reciprocal, empower   whanaungatanga 

Participation –first encounter, invited, sharing of knowledge's, power

Protection- of the human spirit, ancestral ties,  resilience, language, land connections 

As global citizens what does this mean? 

Your culture, your language, your  ways of being are valued alongside the prescribed knowledge 

of the academy.

Together we teach a rights based approach empowering each student to be the best they can be.  
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I have learnt how to survive in the academy

 How do you survive in the academy when the waves of change test your fortitude and resilience?

 I like to refer to the ancient ones , the elders who I learnt from as a child.

 They keep me grounded, respectful, navigating many  changes as a result of globalisation and  internal 
peace of mind.

 I seek the wisdom of the old sometimes young in age but wise beyond their years.

 May I share this final poem with each of you.

 It is entitled : The Ancient One’s Gather.

 No reira

 Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.

10


