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P R E F A C E

Fig. A: Heretaunga Plain



This project was discovered long before I started 
Architecture school. Growing up in the area meant  
I have witnessed the different aspects of Taradale 
first-hand, those being the highs, and lows the 
town is experiencing today. Small towns such as 
Taradale see strong community connections which 
of recent have begun to divide and satellite around 
the Taradale district. The town continues to 
becomes restricted to their locations resulting in 
a divided community which has been driven out of 
the centre. Over the past decade local parades have 
become inactive, and the town provides minimal 
local and tourist attraction, which has become a 
driver factor of this research document. There is a 
number of strong and rich influences for the town 
itself, but the lack of design and architectural 
responses is further contributing to the rapid 
decline of the town. The title ‘Don’t forget your 
roots’ originates from, and relates to ‘The death of 
New Zealand ’s towns’1.

1  Quintin Howard. “BACK to the FUTURE 2015”- MEDIA 
VISIONZ, ,Accessed September 7,2017.https://www.planning.org.nz/
Category?Action=View&Category_id=1103 



A B S T R A C T

Fig. B: Meeanee Road



‘Don’t forget your roots’ sets out to examine the 
causes of decline in suburban town centres, and 
more specifically, Taradale. Population growth 
has seen Taradale’s function in the community 
change from a semi-rural setting, to a suburban 
community. As a consequence of this growing 
population, suburban sprawl has fil led in the land 
between Napier and Taradale, connecting the two 
towns with residential development resulting in 
greater dependence on Napier city at the expense 
of the Taradale town centre. 
The consequence of this has seen the inclination 
of car dependance.  Cars are now more common as 
the town of Taradale is reliant on private transport 
to travel to towns such as Napier that can provide 
them with general necessities. This project aims 
to decrease automotive dependency and shift the 
neccesity ’s from surrounding towns back to the 
Taradale town centre in order to help Taradale 
thrive yet again. By focusing on developing 
walkability within Taradale, this will see an influx 
of pedestrians and street activity which in turn will 
drive the success of the town. Critically, we must 
re-orientate the community ’s focus on Taradale by 
rejuvenating the town centre to better meet the 
needs of the community. Walkability will be key to 
re-connecting the town centre to the community, 
while integrating Taradale within the large system 
of Hawkes Bay ’s cycleways. These cycleways have 
proven successful for both local and tourists alike. 

The intent of this project is to ensure that Taradale 
secures its place as a destination or node within the 
broader Hawkes Bay regional network. Ultimately 
this would create pedestrian-friendly town 
centres as Hawkes Bay struggles with the ongoing 
dependency on vehicles and the effects of sprawling 
suburbs onto horticulture and agricultural land. 
In order to address suburbs sprawling onto this 
land, townships such as Taradale need to seek 
intensification and mixed-use development.   

There are a number of urban design research 
sources that provide precedents in the integration 
of walkability within an established town centre. 
Specifically in the case of Taradale town centre 
connecting to the Eastern Institute of Technology 
(EIT). Auckland ’s Unitary Plan provides a 
suitable precedent for intensification of town 
centres providing four categories that define this; 
accommodation, entertainment, education and 
workspace.
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A collection of mixed-use buildings provide for a 
range of functions that connect locals, tourists and 
students to rebuild and strengthen the community. 
The project needs to be mindful of the existing 
design characteristics of the area. Taradale’s main 
street was the subject of an urban design project by 
Isthmus Architects in 2008 that saw redevelopment 
of the streetscape. 

1.2 Aims + Objective 

This research project aims to reintroduce 
community involvement within the town centre, 
through the use of urban design principles that 
promote walkability and community connection. 
Taradale has an opportunity through its design to 
become New Zealand ’s third walkable town. The 
aim of this design project is to encourage the E.I.T 
(Eastern Institute of Technology) students and 
broader community to support local retail. Mixed-
use buildings will provide around-the-clock 
activity through the integration of accommodation, 
entertainment,  education and workspaces.  

1.3 Research Question

Can architecture revitalise a st rug gling suburban 
town by building stronger communities through 
the encouragement of  mixed-use buildings and 
walkability?

1.1 Project Background + Outline

This project seeks to address the architectural 
implications of Taradale which is at present 
contributing to the dissolution of the town. 
Over the past decade, the commercial viability 
of Taradale’s retail stores have been adversely 
affected by the emergence of large chain stores 
to the province. This reinforces an argument for 
intensification and diversification of Taradale’s 
economic base.  Urban design issues facing 
Taradale need to be addressed in order to revitalise 
and rejuvenate the town centre such as increased 
density which would activate the street life within 
the town centre, and a mixture of functions would 
act to build a  stronger community. The motivation 
for this project is based on Scott Palmer ’s 
interpretation of New Zealand ’s suburban towns 
he states, “New Zealand needs to rethink its sole 
focus on economic growth, shifting to a framework 
that also empowers communities to meet both the 
economic and social needs of their populations in 
the midst of no growth or even decline.”2 

The outline of the project is to connect key 
community design principles to the town centre 
to encourage population and activity in the street. 
Such design principles will encourage walkability 
to the main street of Taradale, and as a result, 
intensify street activity to create, once again, a 
buzzing town. 

2  Palmer, Scott. “Are NZ’s small towns doomed?” Newshub. 
February 28, 2017. Accessed September 23, 2017. http://www.newshub.
co.nz/home/new-zealand/2017/02/are-nz-s-small-towns-doomed.html.
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principles of design to other suburban town centres 
encountering similar issues. 
There are three criteria concerns within this project. 
The scope of the project requires an understanding 
of broader regional issues facing Hawkes Bay. These 
include, walkability, connections, diversity and 
intensification. These will be achieved through a 
mixed-use building and intensification includes an 
understanding of wider Hawkes Bay regarding town 
planning and related elements. The key principle 
of walkability is to provide intensification within  
an existing town, while focusing on the mixed-use 
buildings and urban design in order to keep the 
town populated especially after store hours. 

State of Knowledge
The state of knowledge has been contributed to 
by a number of urban design research sources, 
that provide analysis of walkability, active street 
life and mixed-use spaces and buildings. This 
research is constructed from three conditions 
that help examine and design a functional and 
atheistically pleasing building. ‘Walkable Cities’ 5  
written by Jeff Speck, provides information and 
insight on how to design a walkable city or town 
through a number of steps. Three conditions that 
make up the steps are; connections, diversity and 
intensification. Throughout this project, these 
three conditions have been applied within the 
research and with site and designing, successfully 
implementing walkability to a vehicle orientated 
community. Speck reiterates a number of times 

5  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. 

1.4 Scope and limitatiosns

The research has identified that there is not a 
comprehensive plan or proposal for Hawkes Bay 
or surrounding town centres, which has resulted in 
urban intensification to which has occurred in an 
ad-hoc manner. However, the research recognises 
a regional plan that attempts to connect networks 
that provide town-to-town connection’s by other 
means than using a private vehicle. The cycle 
network (Iway) has been established since 20103 
and is continually growing. The project sets out 
to build upon these alternative transportation 
networks and connections to town centres, coupled 
with intensification of these areas. In order to 
intensify Taradale, its urban connections must be 
examined within this network and the redesign 
of Taradale must work in conjunction with a 
comprehensive regional master plan to establish 
priority of pedestrian over vehicle. This must 
be tempered against the necessity of the motor 
vehicle in the function of provincial New Zealand 
towns. This plan would succeed in Hawkes Bay if 
it responds to the research through collaboration 
of existing regional infrastructure in order to 
provide pedestrian orientated town centres that are 
reinforced through concepts such as ‘road dieting ’4 
vegetation and diversity. Resulting design, although 
unique to Taradale, could provide precedent and 

3  “Hawke’s bay cycleways.” Iway. Accessed September 26, 2017. 
https://www.iway.org.nz/.

4  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. P.167
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Environments ’ 8 provides investigational steps to 
understand urban issues and the context of the 
town, for example, permeability and existing links. 
Analysing and establishing the fountains of what 
makes up the town allows the design to work with 
the existing environment and enhance for a better 
quality of life within the town community. This 
will allow a number of iterations to experiment 
through use of forms developed, showing public 
and private space, in order to understand the 
way a person would operate in and around the 
building. These models and drawings also provide 
a sense of scale and understanding of what the 
site conditions would be. Once the design has 
reached a level of analysing and understanding 
‘The Metric Handbook ’ 9 as stated above, provides 
sizing and solutions for layout. The Handbook 
and Responsive Environments cross over and work 
collaboratively together through urban design or 
building design. The methods of research for this 
project design, all function together to provide a 
well-resolved project through a number of iterative 
steps and processes, that are reflected in the design 
stage of the document.  

8  Bentley, Ian, Alan Alcock, Paul Murrain, Sue McGlynn, 
and Graham Smith.  “Responsive environments: a manual for designers.” 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire: Routledge, 2015

9  Littlefield, David.  “The metric handbook planning and design 
data.” Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2008.

the safety of pedestrians, a mixture of activities 
or uses and road dieting to create a pedestrian-
friendly neighbourhood. This literature is used  to 
understand and apply walkability to the existing 
town, while Jan Gelh; ‘Life Between the buildings ’ 6 
literature research focuses on placing people in 
the town centre. This relates to walkable city ’s 
four conditions while the depth of understanding 
integration and segregation, or to invite and repel, 
etc. The integration of many functions allows an 
extent of diversity and activity through a mixture 
of uses mentioned in Jane Jacobs ‘The Death and 
Life of  American Cities ’ . 7 This is the third source 
of literature that collaboratively incorporates the 
research. Jacobs covers a range of topics that are 
all stated throughout the research, however the 
deep analysis allows the research to incorporate 
everything together in order to revitalise the town 
centre.         

Methods
The methods of this research project will enable 
a comprehensive and well-established design by 
a series of design iterations experimenting with 
many design techniques such as; sketching, card 
and string models, and computer models. However, 
before the design process begins, an understanding 
of the site and site analysis is needed. ‘Responsive 

6 Gehl, J., and J. Koch.  “Life Between Buildings: Using Public 
Space.” New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987

7  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Random House, 1961. 
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Intensification
Increasing the population by redevelopment or 
retrofitting where land is developed with greater 
intensity of buildings.12

Centre 
A focal point for surrounding neighbourhoods or 
area that contains a mix of activity ’s or functions 
(e.g.) shops, businesses, cafes, libraries, government 
services, public transport.) generally appears as 
a node of more intensive land use and taller and 
denser buildings than the surrounding13

Mixed – Use
A mixture of functions and activities, that 
provide diversity through a number of uses such 
as residential, education, business and retail that 
often occupy within the same block or building.   

Strong Communities
A feeling of a sense of community is a feeling of 
membership of belonging to a group, while relying 
on this membership, for safety and encouragement, 
A sense of coming together.

12 Ibid, 374

13 Ibid, 374

1.5 Definitions

The following terms will be used throughout the 
document, defining them will allow for a basic 
understanding of the research.

Walkability 
A pedestrian priority town or city that isn’t 
controlled or manipulated by cars or traffic. 
Walkability allows pedestrians to roam freely 
or  walk distances while feeling safe. Walkability 
provides three key benefits of being healthy, 
environmental and economic. These factors 
influence presence in an active street.  

Urban Sprawl
Urban sprawl or Suburban sprawl is a result of 
unplanned expansion of human population, that 
is usually monofuctional, car-dependent, in low-
density locations.

Master Planning
“A detailed plan for the defined area, e.g. a 
town centre.”10 “It involves the integration of all 
elements (including social, cultural, economic and 
environmental considerations) into the overall 
design and can include the final expected physical 
form of the building and spaces within.”11

10  “Auckland Design Manual.” Auckland Design Manual, Accessed 
October 05, 2017. http://www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz/

11  Auckland Council, ‘e Auckland Plan,’ 374.
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Fig. 1.0: Satellite Map Scope Overlay



Fig. 1.2: Satellite Map Locating Taradale 
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2.1 Pre European – European Settlement 
History 

Located South-West of Taradale are two of New Zealand ’s 
oldest and largest Maori Pa (Otatara and Hikurangi). 
Both stretch over 33 hectares of the Puketapu hills that 
was approximately occupied from the 15th century.14 The 
location and orientation was primarily selected by the 
Maori iwi on the Puketapu hills. The land provided 
access to the Tutaekuri river and strategically placed the 
inhabitors in a position which saw expansive views over 
the Heretaunga plains in case of intruders. The easy 
growing condition’s and range of natural recourses saw 
the Pa regarded by iwi, as the greatest Pa in the district, 
and ownership was strongly contested at times.15 

First European settlement was in the ear ly 1840’s 
by Catholic Missionaries. Land was gifted to the 
Missionaries by the local Maori Chief to which the 
catholic missionaries drained the swamps and planted 
vines to produce wine for sacramental purposes. This 
wine later became recommended by several doctors as 
a suitable remedy for patients, and local trade took off. 
This vineyard is now considered New Zealand ’s oldest 
surviving winery, commonly known as Mission Estate.16 
Population began to grow in the Hawkes Bay region  

14  “Parks & Open Spaces ~ Ngā papa tākaro.” Otatara Pa | Napier City 
Council. Accessed September 19, 2017. https://www.napier.govt.nz/napier/parks/
historic-sites/otatara-pa/.

15 Ibid

16  “New Zealand’s first grapevines planted?” New Zealand ’s f irst 
grapevines planted? | NZHistory, New Zealand history online. Accessed June 18, 
2017. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-grape-vines-planted-in-new-zealand-at-
kerikeri.

Fig. 2.0: Otatara Pa, Taradale
Fig. 2.1: Rochfort ’s Map showing lots for sale in 1857
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 in 1914 World War One broke out, and life as they 
knew it was changed forever. Young men throughout 
New Zealand volunteered immediately. Taradale 
being predominately agriculture and horticulture 
became slow and quiet as a result of the many 
farmers away at war in Europe. Following the war, 
changes came quickly in the society and towns such 
as Taradale were poised for prosperity. Returned 
soldiers formed an association in which a town clock 
was decided upon as a very appropriate and lasting 
tribute to those who took part in the great war, 
especially to those who paid the supreme sacrifice. 
A site was purchased in 1916 located at the entrance 
to Taradale, and the first ANZAC service was held 
there that year. The clock designed by Jack Ellis 
was built, and weighed 1800 pounds. The clock was 
raised by individual efforts, with generous donations 
being received from a wide area of the district.18 
This memorial, an elegant edifice, is a character of 
Taradale, and receives admiration from visitors far 
and wide. This provided Taradale with a building 
that is very recognisable; A Public work loan in 1921 
was also raised for the town centre to improve the 
town:19

- Shops on the main road were set back.
- The main road widened.
- Footpath constructed 
- Taradale park was purchased.
- Balance of cost for soldiers memorial.
- Electricity introduced and in most houses  
 by 1930’s.

18  Ibid,78

19  Ibid,80

around the mid-1850’s as a rumour had spread about 
good soils surrounding the area. The surrounding land 
was subdivided and a census was held in Hawkes Bay 
revealing that humans were strongly outnumbered by 
farm stock. 

The name Taradale was established by local farmer Henry 
Alley, when he named his station ‘Tara’, as the Puketapu 
hills reminded him of his hometown Tara in the county 
Meath, Ireland.17 The name stuck, and has been called 
Taradale for the past 150 years. 
Taradale in the late 1890’s began to flourish as a town, 
and strong development ’s within the community arose 
through social integration in the town centre. More and 
more clubs began to establish throughout the district 
brought forward by the success of the cricket c lub that 
drew crowds to town, furthermore enhancing the social 
integration of Taradale.

Walking throughout the town was an easy and enjoyable 
activity, especially during the fruit season. Children 
would often walk to school and pick fruit from the nearby 
orchard on their way to school, this began to shape and 
grow Taradale around these industries.  Shops began to 
locate in the centre of town selling their own produce and 
other household supplies, resulting in Taradale finding 
its own identity with fruit, dairy, and meat as exports and 
income. Taradale’s town centre had become vibrant with 
its coastal access and local produce, making Taradale 
town so desirable for visitors and locals. 

17  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence. ‘Taradale: the story of a village 1844-
2000.’ Taradale, N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.page 5
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Fig. 2.2: The Triangles
Fig. 2.3: Taradale. Looking west from the corner of Meeanee
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 2.2 1931 Earthquake – Re-build

10.47am, Tuesday the 3rd of February, 1931. An earthquake 
measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale struck Hawkes Bay.20 The 
earthquake was felt for at least two and a half minutes and 
the following 14 weeks consisted of aftershocks that were felt 
throughout the region causing uncertainty for locals in and around 
Taradale. The Hawkes Bay region was devastated by the earthquake 
and following fire that destroyed most of the Hawkes Bay which 
almost flattened Napier town. Taradale also felt the brunt of the 
earthquake, and was somewhat reduced to rubble. Schools, Town 
Hall and the Taradale Hotel were all gone as well as popular band 
rotunda which was also destroyed by the earthquake. The newly 
built c lock tower became the leaning tower of Taradale with the 
foundations sinking 2 feet on one side.21 The architect, Jack Ellis, 
was re-employed to restructure and keep the monumental building 
by leveling it. The Redclyffe bridge which served as a connection 
to the west was also heavily damaged. Other main roads were 
blocked by mountains of rubble and landslides.22 The popular 
picnic place of Shelly Beach was no longer, the lagoon had risen by 
7-8 feet 23 leaving remains of sinking rotten fish and rubbish. Part 
of Taradale’s identity had vanished with the ground rising and the 
demolishing of many of the primary buildings. 

20  “Civil Defence & Emergency Management ~ Ngā Whakahaere Whawhati Tata.” 
Earthquake 1931 | Napier City Council. Accessed July 03, 2017. http://www.napier.govt.nz/
services/civil-defence-emergency/previous-incidents/napier-earthquake-1931/.

21  Hawkes Bay Today, “Time stands still in Taradale after another earthquake.” NZ 
Herald. Accessed July 02, 2017. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/article.
cfm?c_id=1503462&objectid=11747804.

22  “Taradale.” The Grid, Find Anything in New Zealand. Accessed July 03, 2017. http://
thegrid.co.nz/listing/taradale/.

23  “Civil Defence & Emergency Management ~ Ngā Whakahaere Whawhati Tata.” 
Earthquake 1931 | Napier City Council. Accessed July 03, 2017. http://www.napier.govt.nz/
services/civil-defence-emergency/previous-incidents/napier-earthquake-1931/.

Fig. 2.4: Taradale Town Hall 
Fig. 2.5: Ruins of the Town Hall
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The cleanup and rebuild came with many issues for Hawkes 
Bay, it was an enormous task which affected everyone, and 
on top of the problems associated with the earthquake, there 
was a worldwide depression to wreak more havoc on Hawkes 
Bay. A constant thought for many people was “ is there no 
way out ”24 thus triggering the community to become more 
involved with each other, bringing the town closer together. 
Art deco style of architecture was adopted throughout the 
Hawkes Bay region and Taradale too rebuilt many of its 
primary buildings in this new style of architecture. Today 
there are small reminders throughout the town. These are 
Town Hall, Taradale hotel and other small shops down the 
main street.  

Hawkes Bay ’s rebuild took a serious toll on the region with 
the depression hitting not long after the earthquake, leaving 
many jobless. Once the depression had lif ted, and things 
began to get better for the region, Hawkes bay started to 
function as though they did before the earthquake. 
1939 Great Britain declared war on Germany, which caused 
New Zealand to be once again involved in another war. As 
Taradale was growing again, the small village would need 
to go into survival mode. Taradale was centralised around 
agriculture and horticulture, many of the women began to 
start working on these areas allowing these industries to still 
function while the men went away to war. Once the returning 
servicemen arrived home, life had changed dramatically. 
Rationalising was still in place, and jobs which previously 
had been held by males were still being handled efficiently 
by the woman which pushed more returned soldiers into 
finding their own means of work. Many returned soldiers 

24  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence.  “Taradale: the story of a village 1844-
2000. Taradale,” N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.page 98

Fig. 2.6: Taradale Hotel 1904
Fig. 2.7: Taradale Hotel post earthquake

Fig. 2.8: Leaning Clock

settled on the Heretaunga Plains and began to 
establish more orchards and other horticulture 
crops in and around the area thus bringing new 
prosperity. Taradale as a result, began to act as a 
service town. 



Fig. 2.9: Satellite Taradale 1936 Fig. 2.10: Satellite Taradale 1964



Fig. 2.11: Satellite Taradale 1994
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 2.3  New Identity – Present History

A new identity began to emerge in Taradale, with New 
Zealand wine in high demand during the war. Import 
restrictions followed by greater demand than the industry 
could handle. The mission vineyard stocks would rapidly 
decrease, forcing them to shut their cellar doors for 
alternate months. Tom McDonald ’s winery was shut for 
almost ten months. This was later sold to Ballins Industries 
of Christchurch, and they began to build up the brand 
and a modern winery in Taradale.25 Taradale centre began 
to spark interest again, servicing the supplies for town 
and surrounding farms and orchards. This is where the 
name ‘McDonalds Busy corner ’26 became established. The 
entry point from the North on an oddly shaped triangle 
site began as a transport and supplies shop, which had 
everything from materials to gain for running the farmers. 
Over the years the gerneral store added grocery items 
displayed in self-service style. One of the first self-service 
one-stop stores in New Zealand supplying groceries to 
hardware items.27 Taradale became its own identity. A 
quote taken from the 50th jubilee booklet stated, “why go 
elsewhere when you can be suited in your own town”28

As Taradale began to rebuild and find an attraction again, 

25  New Zealand Ministry of Culture and Heritage Te Manatu Taonga. 
“McDonald, Thomas Bayne.” Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand – Te Ara 
Encyclopedia of New Zealand. July 13, 2012. Accessed July 13, 2017. https://teara.
govt.nz/en/biographies/5m10/mcdonald-thomas-bayne.

26  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence. “Taradale: the story of a village 1844-
2000.” Taradale, N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.page 130

27  “Site Banner History Trucks.” GreenMeadows New World 1950’s. Accessed 
July 13, 2017. http://www.greenmeadowsnw.co.nz/History/1950s.

28  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence. “Taradale: the story of a village 1844-
2000.” Taradale, N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.page 106

Fig. 2.12: McDonld’s Busy Corner
Fig. 2.13: Avondale Road new grape planting
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districts as a lot of residents of Taradale wanted to retain 
Taradale’s individuality and status as the largest borough in 
Hawkes Bay. After lengthy discussion, on  April 1st 1968, the 
polling to amalgamate between Napier City and Taradale 
was released and voted 71% in favour of a merge. At the 
final Taradale borough council meeting Mr Millar stated to 
residents not to worry ‘Taradale is not going to die. ’ 31  

Following the amalgamation things began to look up, there 
was an increase of schools and a new community college was 
underway, which is now known as E.I.T. (Eastern Institute of 
Technology) The opening of the community college was such 
a large step forward for the community as it brought people 
into the town while retaining its own residents, allowing the 
community youth to stay in the area to receive an education, 
which was a large aspect of Taradale’s development. 
Relocation of the community and club organisations, to 
allow for the build of E.I.T was provisions for the expansion 
of Taradale. Ongoing extensions to Taradale saw an idea to 
move and relocate many of its sports c lubs out of town to 
allow housing and parking in more central areas of Taradale, 
this instead began to divide the community. 

The new millennium in Taradale saw pedestrians become 
less active throughout the town centre, and the buildings 
became run down, with lack of upkeep really beginning to 
show the buildings age. Isthmus and HDT Architects were 
employed to provide a future plan for new developments and 
landscaping within the main street, urban design was carried 
out to try inject life into the town while not taking too much 
attention away from Napier city, as their main street was 

31  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence.  “Taradale: the story of a village 1844-
2000.” Taradale, N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.page 169

the town started to appeal as a place of residence. The town 
rapidly grew with people living and setting up businesses. 
With the increasing population, new schools were opened 
and Taradale’s population grew by approximately 2400 new 
residents, taking the population up to 4800. Increasing the 
town by 50% over a period of 10 years.29 The remaining 
houses on Gloucester street were removed and replaced by 
new shops, Taradale was becoming a town of substance, and 
during this period Taradale was becoming one of the fastest 
growing boroughs in New Zealand. Retailers considered it 
a fabulous location to establish shops due to the rapidly 
expanding population. ‘Taradale became known as the 
garden borough.’ 30 This was suggested to be a walkable 
town with residents discovering that it wasunnecessary to 
travel to Napier for the needs, as new retail arrived with 
the diversity of shops. A community a library was built 
with donations of second-hand books from residents to 
help provide knowledge to their community. Kindergartens 
also began to appear showing the increase of population 
generating through Taradale. Taradale intermediate and 
high school were also built a number of years later due to 
the increase of young pupils travelling on buses to Napier. 

The ever-expanding Napier was creeping ever so c lose to 
Taradale, which began to spark debate about amalgamation 
with Taradale after the purchase of land virtually on 
the border of Taradale and Napier City (Tamatea). The 
amalgamation provided mixed feelings for residents of both 

29  McLintock, Alexander Hare, Samuel Harvey Franklin, New Zealand 
Ministry of Culture and Heritage Te Manatu Taonga. “Population Trends.” Te Ara 
Encyclopedia of New Zealand – Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand. April 22, 2009. 
Accessed July 13, 2017. https://teara.govt.nz/en/1966/hawkes-bay-region/page-4.

30  “Taradale.” The Grid, Find Anything in New Zealand. Accessed July 13, 
2017. http://thegrid.co.nz/listing/taradale/.
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also struggling. This provided temporary street 
life within Taradale which didn’t address issue of 
walkability, instead, these people were taking their 
cars and not walking into town. 

Currently, Taradale has seen an influx of dollar 
stores and empty buildings throughout the town, 
these provide no external attraction. There are a 
number of small local boutique stores that provide 
character and originality to the street, but the town 
lacks multiple generation diversity and connection 
to wider Taradale context. 

Fig. 2.14: (Top Black) Taradale Float 1960
Fig. 2.15: (Bottom Black) Gloucester Street 1998 
Fig. 2.16: (Top) Meeanee, Gloucester Street 
Fig. 2.17: (Bottom) Laneway to Gloucester Street
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Fig. 2.19: (Bottom Centre) Bay Espresso + Soda Lane
Fig. 2.20: (Top Right) Clock tower
Fig. 2.21: Bottom Right) Service Lane East



Fig. 2.22: Satellite Taradale Map 1997 Fig. 2.23: Satellite Taradale Map 2004



Fig. 2.24: Satellite Taradale Map 2015
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 2.3 Demographics of Taradale 

The demographics used are divided into two areas, 
North and South Taradale. The most current and up 
to date census was collected through Statistics New 
Zealand from the most recent census in 2013. 

Population
Hawkes Bays population, according to census 2013, 
was a total of 151,17932 people. Taradale makes up a 
small portion of this, a total of 10,659 people combined 
between North33 and South34 Taradale. The median age 
is 43, five years older than the New Zealand Median. 
Hawkes Bays population predictions have increased 
faster than previously thought. In 2015 Statistics 
predicted the region’s population would increase by 
6,100. However it has since revised the estimated and 
more than  doubled the figure to 12,800.35 Taradale is 
c lassed as being medium to upper-class community, 
growth has caused competition within the residential 
property market, while on the other hand the town 
centre is tired and struggling to attract occupants.     

32  “2013 Census QuickStats Hawkes Bay.” Quick Stats, Accessed July 26, 
2017. http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/profile-and-summary-
reports/quickstats-about-a-place.aspx?request_value=14018&tabname=.

33  “2013 Census QuickStats Taradale North” Quick Stats 
Accessed July 26, 2017. http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/
prof i l e-and-summar y-repor t s /quicks ta t s-about-a-p lace .aspx?reques t_
value=14093&tabname=.

34  “2013 Census QuickStats Taradale South” Quick Stats. 
Accessed July 26, 2017. http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/
prof i l e-and-summar y-repor t s /quicks ta t s-about-a-p lace .aspx?reques t_
value=14094&parent_id=14074&tabname=.

35  Hawkes Bay Today. “Hawke’s Bay population to rise faster 
than previous predictions.” NZ Herald. Accessed September 04, 2017. 
h t t p : / / w w w. n z h e r a l d . c o . n z / h a w k e s - b a y - t o d a y / n e w s / a r t i c l e . c f m ? c _
id=1503462&objectid=11809215
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Work
Taradale’s work demographics show a low 
unemployment rate of 5.2% in North Taradale with 
a high employment rate of professionals, managers, 
medical, horticulture, agriculture and education 
within the area. However many of the employees 
need to travel out of the suburb in order to get to 
work. A large number jobs do exist and revolve in 
and around Taradale that don’t need the use of a 
motor vehicle such as health care, education and a 
minority of professionals or managers.

Ethnic
Taradale is prominently of European and Maori 
descent, lacking an ethnic diversity throughout the 
town. The past number of years has seen an influx 
of migrants relocating to the suburb.       

Business 
The top business employee industry within Taradale 
is a reflection of the surroundings and context of 
Taradale, with education, training, agriculture and 
health care being the top employee professions.  
These three industries are c lear ly visible on the 
maps. The relation of the locations to the town 
centre provide a fundamental component of 
providing an active town centre.   
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Natural Environment

Hawkes Bays natural and unique environment 
provides some of the best-growing conditions in 
the world, while providing a selection of the best 
fruit, meat and wine.36 Its fertile soils along the 
Heretaunga plains provide a large source of water 
from underground aquifers, providing fantastic 
growing conditions. The close proximity to the 
Pacific Ocean provides locals and tourists to 
experience wonderful east coast beaches offering 
a very liveable place, natural forest, rivers and 
beaches are also easily accessible. A diagram 
annotated from ‘Sustainable Urbanism’ represent 
the change in transect environment from rural to 
urban on the following page.

36  “Hawkes Bay, New Zealand - Wine Country.” New Zealand. 
Accessed September 26, 2017. https://www.newzealand.com/int/hawkes-
bay/.

2.4  Physical Context – Hawkes Bay

Shape and Growth

The growth of Hawkes Bay has constantly been 
built up through a number small towns to provide 
the horticulture and agriculture land, which is 
restricted by the coastline and a number of rivers. 
The land is primarily flat along the Heretaunga 
plains which allowed easy access to and from town. 
Much like many New Zealand suburban towns, 
Taradale was not a planned town, it was built to 
service surrounding farms and orchards. These are 
now heavily dissected by transport routes from 
North to South, and East to West. The shape of 
Hawkes bay is il lustrated in the following diagrams 
which show that it is formed by a number of small 
towns, connected by large arterial transport routes. 



Fig. 2.25: Hawke’s Bay Analysis. Towns, Terrain, 
Sprawl, rivers + Aquafiers, Highways and Bike 
Network 



Fig. 2.26: Taradale ‘Urban Transect ’





Fig.2.27: Agriculture + Horticulutre
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Fig. 2.28: Other Towns + industrial zones
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a more adaptive ‘pedestrian friendly area’38 that 
started connecting important travel destinations 
to one another. The cycle network has transformed 
Hawkes Bay ’s weekend transport mode to walk or 
cycle, also adding a tourism involvement, through 
wine tours. Although these networks are working, 
the connection to Taradale town centre is lacking 
and doesn’t seem to encourage anyone to use the 
trails as much as they could. While 41% of residents 
own at least one car, 69.5% of people that own a 
private car use it to travel to work.39 This is no 
surprise as road infrastructure are well established 
and does not provide many traffic issues. The affect 
that has been caused is the effortless move to a 
supermarket, café or cinema. The understanding of 
parking, no traffic and time aspect is soaking up 
the energy from New Zealand ’s suburban towns. 
The convenience of car use has taken over, while 
the urban environment has begun to adapt to this 
way of living, with roads increasing and pathways 
or sidewalks decrease or not being repaired. Public 
transport is a small aspect for people who travel 
within Hawkes Bay, often the buses are private 
and controlled by schools or companies. However, 
the public transport that runs in Hawkes Bay is a 
reliable and convenient way to travel, that drops 
pedestrians off in the centre of Taradale.        
 

38  “New Plymouth & Hastings, “ NZ Transport Agency.” Accessed 
September 26, 2017. 2

39  “2013 Census QuickStats Taradale North.” Quick Stats 
Accessed July 26, 2017. http://www.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/
profile-and-summary-reports/quickstats-about-a-place.aspx?request_
value=14093&tabname=.

2.5 Urban Context – Taradale

Centres and Public Architecture - Taradale 
Gloucester Street is a prominent street that divides 
Taradale’s centre to allow occupation on either 
side of the street. Axis of Gloucester street is from 
North to South, from Greenmeadows stretching 
down to the E.I.T. This route is one of the primary 
connections linking people to and from Taradale. 
The centre of town once was the ‘centre of it all, ’ 
however due to economic decrease the town has 
only a few unique and boutique stores. Taradale’s 
town centre went through a large boom in the 1960s 
during the period when the district was the fastest 
growing boroughs in New Zealand. 37 To this day, 
the town is scattered by a number of architectural 
styles and past events that is evident in materials 
and form. Art Deco is the most recognised style 
of building throughout Taradale’s context as the 
buildings in this style are mainly important or have 
hierarchy status like the town hall. Currently the 
town consists of empty retail shops, large parking 
areas and limited human connection.  

Transport 
Hawkes Bay ’s transport infrastructure is a key 
component to living and working within Taradale. 
There are three modes of transport between town 
centres that have only recently been upgraded. 
The ‘I way ’ cycle infrastructure was formed while 
Hastings Council transformed their town into 

37  Gordon, Janet, and Shirley Spence.  “Taradale: the story of a 
village 1844-2000.” Taradale, N.Z.: Janet Gordon, 2000.154
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 2.4  Social Context – Taradale

The social context of the town and surrounding 
area to Taradale is significantly revolved around 
sport and music concerts. Throughout summer 
there are frequent concerts at local wineries, sports 
stadium and in the park. Throughout January and 
February, Church Road Winery and the Mission 
Estate gather crowds of up to twenty thousand 
people.42 While the sports and recreation are 
also a large part of Taradale’s image and history, 
spectators to the centre of Taradale throughout 
the year. The Pettigrew green arena is a multi-use 
sports stadium that is the home for the Hawkes 
Bay ‘Hawks’ that has a seating capacity of  2,500 
people.43 This is located 1km from the centre of 
Taradale opposite the E.I.T. 

42  “Twenty-thousand turnout for Mission Concert.” Stuff. 
Accessed September 27, 2017. http://i.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/
hawkes-bay/8344450/Twenty-thousand-turn-out-for-Mission-Concert. 

43  “Pettigrew Green Arena.” Pettigrew Green Arena | Entertainment 
Venues Association of NZ. Accessed September 27, 2017. https://evanz.
co.nz/venues/pettigrew-green-arena.

Education
Taradale has a rich source of education that offers 
for all ages from plunket / kindergarten up to 
Tertiary Education at the E.I.T, the only Tertiary 
education in Hawkes Bay. The schools that 
surround Taradale’s community have a high decile 
rating and range from 7-9.40 While E.I.T provides 
a range of diplomas and degrees, attracting many 
overseas and local students. It is one of New 
Zealand ’s fastest growing Tertiary Institutes with 
10,000 full-time and part-time students.41 However 
many of these students are exchange students or 
students that have relocated to the Hawkes Bay. 
Like many small towns retaining youth is one of 
the large and fundamental aspects of regaining a 
strong and vibrant community.  

40  “Decile rating of primary school, full primary.” Ministry of 
Education. Accessed September 04, 2017. https://www.parliament.nz/
resource/0000010847

41  “CEO’s Welcome.” EIT Hawke’s Bay and Tairāwhiti. Accessed 
September 26, 2017. https://www.eit.ac.nz/about/ceos-welcome/.
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Fig. 2.29: Community Clubs + Education



46 ] Existiing Knowledge

 

Fig. 2.30: Symons Lane
Fig. 2.31: South Entry to Gloucester Street

Fig. 2.32: Soda Lane  
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Fig. 2.33: Lack of People 
Fig. 2.34: Taradale Arcade

Fig. 2.35: One of many empty buildings
Fig. 2.36: Lack of Human contact
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Hastings, has a number of Art Deco buildings 
that make up the main street, which were produced 
as a result of the 1931 Hawkes Bay earthquake. 
There are stil l glimpses and reminders of this natural 
disaster throughout Taradale with the Town Hall, and 
Taradale Hotel (now developed into McDonald ’s) 
and surrounding residential houses as a reflection on 
the towns large growth in population in the 1960s. A 
revival in the retro style saw a new building typology 
along Gloucester Street, covering 60% of the shops 
there today. These layers all contribute to Taradale’s 
identity. “This, is of course, a dynamic process, with 
what was once new in the mixture eventually becoming 
what is old in the mixture.”46 Time can make the space 
efficiencies of one generation, the space luxuries of 
another generation.47

Old iconic buildings create visions and pathways 
through the town, and urban design is also apparent 
where a mixture of buildings have been integrated. 
It begins to create focal points or nodes throughout 
the journey through the town, with each building 
creating its own story of why the building is there. 
Some of them were once important iconic places, that 
the community would flock to for socialising and 
entertainment.48 Churches with large steeples  surround 
the town with a two to three level restriction after the 

46  bid,190

47  Ibid ,90

48  Lynch, Kevin, Tridib Banerjee, and Michael Southworth.  “City 
sense and city design: writings and projects of Kevin Lynch. Cambridge,” MA: 
MIT Press, 1990 

3.1 Retaining Historical Characteristic  

“Towns are not a failure because of being old. It is old 
because the town is a failure.”- Jane Jacobs44

Historical characteristics are an important aspect in retaining 
a community and existing historical relations towards the 
town. Old buildings and materials not only make up the 
town aesthetic, they tell stories of history, through a number 
of building styles, shapes and colours. It is important to 
protect these old buildings as it is impossible to expand 
without them. In a place like Taradale and other small 
towns throughout New Zealand, its key role in infusing old 
and new, is with revitalising these town centres. “If a town 
area has only new buildings, the enterprises that exist, are 
automatically limit those that can support the high costs 
of the new construction”45, which in return is causing the 
smaller boutique business to move out of the town, or c lose. 
A place like Taradale needs these businesses in order to 
appeal and to engage to the wider community. By inviting 
these boutique businesses to town as the likes of Arrowtown, 
or Havelock North, where retail and community relations 
are high, the town becomes interesting. If the town has its 
own industries or shops, they portray a certain image rather 
than multiple dollar stores Taradale should provide various 
stores that keep to the intimate scale of the town. 

Having an Architectural identity that is partly established 
can be built on and developed. Taradale, like Napier and 

44  Jacobs, Jane. “The death and life of great American cities.” New York: Random 
House, 1961. 87

45  Ibid,188

Fig.3.0: Taradale Town Hall

Fig.3.1: Taradale Centre

Fig. 3.2: Taradale Mural
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Fig. 3.5: Taradale Landmark Clock Tower

Fig. 3.3: Art Deco Clock Tower
Fig. 3.4: Sketch of Taradale town center

quake; the churches would stand out, towering the 
skyline along with trees and surrounding hills. The 
monumental Taradale war memorial c lock tower is a 
focal point when entering or exiting the town centre, 
providing emotional connection and character to the 
town. 
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Details + Casting 

Simplistic Materials  

Minimalistic

Fig. 3.6: Art Deco Characteristics
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Fig.3.7: Hawkes Bay Trails 
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people functioning in various situations.”  52 
Walkability promotes a healthy lifestyle, and is a 
change in driving culture. With obesity being one 
of the largest issues for New Zealanders, walking 
and cycling is influencing people to “exercise 
not for the sake of exercising, but to try to make 
changes to your lifestyle. Ride a bike or walk to 
the stores.”53 In an area such as Hawkes Bay where 
vehicles dominate and make activities convenient, 
by providing plenty of parking and limited traffic, 
it is hard to adapt to changes that encourage 
pedestrians, instead of the car. Jeff Speck’s book 
on walkable cities suggests the need for cars is stil l 
important for daily commute, however prioitising 
pedestrians and eliminating key real estate that is 
occupied by parking lots to adapt into fucntional 
buildings or public spaces. Retaining street car 
parking is stil l vital part to the town centre as it 
provides opportunities to stop and buy. 

The idea is to transform the single-use roads 
into ‘shared zones’ that provide cyclists cars, and 
pedestrains in the town centre. How can you 
influence people to stop using cars? In 2010 while 
Hasting ’s and New Plymouth were having issues 
with their town centres, the local councils needed 
a change in what happens in the town centres 
and surrounding context. They proposed in New 

52  Gehl, J., and J. Koch.  “Life Between Buildings: Using Public 
Space.” New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987.17

53  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013 50

3.3 Walkability  

“The pedestrian is an extremely fragile species, 
the canary in the coal mine of urban livability. 
Under the right conditions, this creature thrives 
and multiplies. However, creating those conditions 
requires attention to a broad range of criteria, some 
more easily satisfied than others.”49 
-Jeff Speck

Walkability is an excellent shorthand for good 
urban design. Re-adapting suburban towns back 
towards a walkable nature is about a combination 
of encouraging walking, and building design. The 
town must have a dense mixture of land uses, 
integrated with streets and open spaces, all designed 
for people.50 “Walkable places are comfortable, 
convenient, healthy and sustainable, however 
they can be challenging to achieve, especially in 
suburban environments that were manipulated for 
driving.”51 Walking and cycling is the oldest, and 
most sustainable mode of transport. Walking and 
walkability provides “opportunities for meeting 
and daily activities in the public spaces of a town, 
while a residential area enables one to be among, 
to see, and to hear the others, to experience other 

49  Popova, Maria. “What Makes a Great City: A General Theory 
of Walkability.” Brain Pickings. September 17, 2015. Accessed September 
29, 2017. https://www.brainpickings.org/2012/11/15/walkable-city-jeff-
speck/.

50 Design for Walkability, “ Design for Walkability.” Accessed 
September 29, 2017. http://www.designforwalkability.com/.

51  Design for Walkability. “Design for Walkability.” Accessed 
September 29, 2017. http://www.designforwalkability.com/.

Fig. 3.8: Sketch of Taradale 

Fig. 3.9: Distance + Time rings
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 to, a network of supportive relationships.”58 
Understanding the distance to walk or cycle is 
important, and are annotated on the following 
pages. Walkability continues to investigate deeper, 
breaking down the key components to creating 
pedestrian friendly, walkability. The components, 
and areas, have been drawn to a conclusion from 
multiple research sources reiterating these areas 
to intensify the town centre through walkability, 
while also providing a positive outcome with 
sustainability. Jane Jacobs ‘the death and life of 
great American cities’ is the primary source that 
covers multiple aspects of populating town centres, 
which provide active lifestyles through: 
  
Connections 
Diversity 
Intensif ication

58  Fremlin, “Identifying Concepts at Build a Sense of Community,” 
Dr. Jenny Fremlin: Media/ Community Psychologist

Plymouth and Hastings a walk and cycle model.54 
The Hastings plan ‘Iway ’55 was a development to 
“encourage and enable people to leave their cars 
behind, trying to activate transport.” A similar 
approach and action that is needed in Taradale. 
This saw the struggling retail economy begin to 
flourish once again. As a result the attention to 
Hastings  has began to target to the town centre 
once again, to rejuvenate and revitalise. 2012 and 
2013 began to show results, and shared paths, cycle 
lanes, and pedestrians facilities were “ increased 
to get their communities enthusiasm for getting 
around on foot and by bike.”56 
To enable and inject Taradale with an active street 
life and walkability, the research and examination 
has ranged from a number of sources that provide 
plans and steps to provide safe connections for 
“people crossing from one side to the other freely, 
and in using freedom they do not become inhibited 
by the curbs.57 Kevin Lynch’s, ‘The Image of  the City’, 
‘ The Smart Growth Manual and ‘Walkable City’ 
provides a number of walkability techniques that 
influences pedestrians onto foot or bike transport, 
creating a stronger “Sense of community ” that is 
achieved when people within proximity to each 
other feel like they can depend on, and contribute 

54  “New Plymouth & Hastings,” NZ Transport Agency. Accessed 
September 26, 2017. https://www.bing.com

55  Ibid.4

56  Ibid.4

57  Jacobs, Jane. “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.348

Fig. 3.10: Walk System 

Fig. 3.11: Distance over time 
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 65 minTIME TO BIKE FROM TARADALE

Fig. 3.12: Hawke’s Bay Bike Locations

Fig. 3.13: Marine Parade 
 

Fig. 3.14: Mission Estate Winery
h

Fig. 3.15: Pettigrew Green Arena

h

Fig. 3.16: Elephant Hill, Te Awanga

h

Fig. 3.17: Hastings City

h

Fig. 3.18: Te Mata Peak, Havelock North

h



Fig. 3.19: Walk over time + distance 



Fig. 3.20: Bike over time + distance
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 protection once the trees are mature, while also 
providing a barrier between cars and pedestrians. 
There is research that states streets with trees seem 
wealthier and safer than those that don’t have any 
trees.62

 The second point of rejuvenating and connecting 
to the town and inspiring people to walk/cycle and 
to get people to do exercise without them really 
knowing they are doing exercises.63 A way this can 
be encouraged is suggested in Keven Lynch’s book 
‘the image of the city ’ and  Gordon Cullen’s ‘serial 
vision’. Lynch writes about a number of layers that 
build up a town or city which applies to Taradale 
through paths, nodes and landmarks. The paths 
or connections lead to the town while the nodes 
are more of a threshold and entrance point to the 
town. This is where the town lacks and needs work 
in establishing entry points, the paths “hierarchy 
can lead the pedestrian towards a node to ‘strategic 
create the observer to enter at that point.”64 While 
landmarks are a point of reference, physical objects: 
buildings, sign, store or mountain. These physical 
objects are “ increasingly relied upon as a journey 
becomes more and more familiar.”65 Duomo Florence 
is an example Lynch uses for a prime example of 
a distant land mark: “visible from near and far, by 
day or night; unmissable dominated by size and 

62 Ibid,223

63  Ibid,50

64  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.7.1

65   Lynch, Kevin, “The image of the city.” Cambridge, MA: The 
MIT Press, 2012.48

3.4 Connections 

When revitalising suburban and urban centres it is 
important to understand how pedestrians, cars or 
cyclists may approach or connect through the town 
centre. One of the major principles in walkability 
is how somebody would connect within the town, 
or more importantly to the town. Taradale has a 
number of urban issues that revolve around cars 
and the dominance of roads. Research has been 
outlined from a number of sources in slowing cars 
down through ‘road dieting, ’ 59 materiality change, 
and using ‘ landmarks, nodes and path60’ techniques 
to attract pedestrians to and through town. In 
order to provide a ‘community ’ and population 
within the town environment, a long connection, 
deep within residential zones through a hierarchy 
arterial route, providing the main connection 
from critical community facilities like schools, 
sport or social c lubs is important not to reduce 
the roads to nothing, as cars are stil l a vital mode 
of transport and Taradale isn’t yet Copenhagen 
where cyclist ’s outnumber motorists, so being 
mindful of the automotive is essential. However, 
‘road dieting ’ along main routes towards the town 
can be achieved by creating narrow streets and 
tree planting can help make the street feel safer 
and more environmental.61 This will provide UV 

59  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. 167

60  Lynch, Kevin, “The image of the city.” Cambridge, MA: The 
MIT Press, 2012.47

61  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. 92

1

2

Fig. 3.21: Entry Nodes 1

Fig. 3.22: Entry Nodes 2
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the journey and attract people of all ages. 
Which is the next step to re-establishing a thriving 
town centre through walkability.  

contour.”66 these buildings or physical objects that 
attract people have also been described in Gordon 
Cullen’s book; ‘Townscape, ’ of how a number of 
landmarks and nodes, frame and encourage a human 
through a town. Something that ’s more effective 
while walking or cycling and is partly existing in 
Taradale’s town ship already. These techniques can 
begin to establish from wider context that lures 
in local pedestrians through interest and activity. 
“since image development is a two-way process 
between observer and observer, it is possible to 
strengthen the image either by symbolic devices or 
by the retaining of the perceiver or by reshaping 
the surrounding paths.”67

Jan Gehl did a “survey on the distance that is 
acceptable for walking for most people in ordinary 
daily situations has been found to be around 400 
to 500 metres.”68 Anything larger is a large tiring 
lengthen, especially when it ’s a straight line.”The 
introduction of a small interval that would gather 
people or activities to break the journey down 
and make the connection feel smaller and more 
entertaining.”69 This is an aspect that Taradale 
has small issue with as there are long dissecting 
roads that “transect form rural to urban.”70 These 
long connections need diversity that break down 

66  Ibid,82

67  Ibid,47

68  Gehl, J., and J. Koch.  “Life Between Buildings: Using Public 
Space.” New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987.139

69  Ibid,139

70  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.2.3
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5

Fig. 3.23: Entry Nodes 3

Fig. 3.24: Entry Nodes 4

Fig. 3.25: Entry Nodes 5

Fig. 2.26: Car V People Copenhagenie Diagrams
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Fig. 3.27: Taradales Exisiting laneways
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Fig. 3.28: Primary Community Connections 
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 a University integrated with a town is ‘University of 
Copenhagen’74 it provides a strong relationship between 
students community and as a result provides economic 
benefits for local businesses. 

Public squares and parks, if designed correctly, can 
certainly be a diverse community area, for a place 
to socialise or perform, and even people watching. 
“People attract people”75 especially when there is 
a variety of ages or activities. Markets in the space 
can attract hundreds of people throughout the day 
because of the fresh and local products, and the diverse 
choices of what is on offer. Other aspects of diversity 
that need to be implemented are areas throughout the 
main street of Taradale, such as small blocks that can 
provide alternative routes from place to place or as a 
shortcut.76 These provide opportunities for pedestrians 
to roam free through the site and have no issues with 
interactions and cars. The diversity of old building 
proportions as it was explained previously, provided 
an economic base for local boutiques, shops, and a 
range of characteristics, architectural expressions or 
past historical events, “of once what was new is now 
old and plays a fundamental roll in street diversity,”77 
something that towns like Taradale need to continue 
to add too. The increase and intensification of areas of 
Taradale to prevent to ongoing sprawl of Hawkes Bay.

74  Gehl, J., and J. Koch.  “Life Between Buildings: Using Public Space.” 
New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987.105

75   Ibid,25

76  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New York: 
Vintage Books, 1992 150

77  Ibid,190 

3.5 Diversity

Providing a strong connection between town 
centre and residential, community c lubs, is just as 
important as to provide a diverse nature along these 
journeys, “almost nobody travels willingly from 
sameness to sameness and repetition to repetition, 
even if the physical effect required is trivial. ’ 71 
This is easily achieved through creating small 
changes in vegetation, material and preventing 
straight connections that make the distance seem 
further. There are four conditions to diversity in 
order to create an active, walkable town. Multiple 
attractions, dense concentration of people, small 
blocks and a mixture of an old and new building 
with good proportion.72 Attraction features that 
could bring locals and visitors to the centre is a 
large aspect that needs to be resolved through 
“balance mix of housing, working, shopping, 
education”73 and or public square that provides 
fresh local markets or summer outdoor shows. This 
also provides large meeting areas for congregation. 
Accommodation is key to diversity and attraction 
for the centre of town, as it can range from student 
to retired occupants. Designing with a mixture is 
important as it provides life throughout the day 
and night. It ’s an attraction because of it they 
welcoming visitors into the town. An example of 

71  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.” New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. 246

72  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.150

73  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.5.1

Fig. 3.29: Straight Path

Fig. 3.30: Obstruction Path
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Fig. 3.31: Mixture of surfaces
Fig. 3.2: New street crossing element



Fig. 3.34: Street Analysis 3.30pm Fig. 3.33 Street Analysis 12am 



Fig. 3.34: Street Analysis 3.30pm Fig. 3.35: Street watching 7.30pm 
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 3.7 Intensification

Town centre intensification is happening all over 
the world as cities and suburbs began to sprawl 
out, not up. It is starting to affect the environment 
and surrounding ecology. Hawkes Bay is one of the 
largest growing provinces, the sprawl has begun 
and the two largest cities Napier and Hastings 
are ever so slightly creeping together. To slow this 
down and protect the large Hawkes bay economy, 
intensifying the towns and cities with mixed-use 
buildings and spaces will provide more populated 
town centres and 24-hour regions.78 This being a 
large issue with Napier, Hastings and Taradale. As 
the previous research has been revolving around 
walkability and the connections to town, this 
section is more focused on the building and what 
brings people to town, and how it brings them 
in. “Good design can change the whole culture 
of a city.”79 The main focus of intensifying is to 
bring a diverse range of people to the main street, 
accommodate them and provide entrainment, while 
preventing single-use functions that are only used 
during daylight hours.80 

78  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. The smart growth 
manual. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.5.2

79  Wilson Simon, “e City ’s shame: why is Auckland’s Urban 
Design so bad?” Auckland ’s Urban Design Accessed September 2 
2017,http://www.noted.co.nz/life/urbanism/the-citys-shame-why-is-
aucklands-urban-design-so-bad/

80  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.99
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space that has all the facilities of an office 
with low cost, flexibility and staying up to date 
and knowledgeable.83 However it ’s important to 
also provide private spaces for offices that have a 
team of people that work nine to five to provide for 
people in the centre of town throughout the day. 
These two options provide a range of opportunities 
for people starting up, or for developed business. 

Entertainment
Public spaces, Cinemas or amphitheatres create 
perfect places for people to unwind and be 
entertained. “People are drawn to people”84 and 
thrive off watching people perform, play music or 
just wondering through public square’s, provides the 
life of the town through the enjoyment of somebody 
else enjoying themselves. Amphitheatre or cinemas 
can be mixed-use by small alterations. While 
cinema can provide all year round entertainment it 
is often the local schools or Polytechnic may have 
a performance that brings the community in for 
socialising.85    

Education  
Good schools make strong communities, with 
Taradale’s rich education surrounding, and lack 
of connection, needs a bit of motivation for the 

83  “Hot Desk.” Find & Share Off ice Space, Serviced Off ice, Pop 
Up Shops, Commercial Kitchen, Event Venues and Meeting Rooms. Accessed 
October 06, 2017. https://www.sharedspace.co.nz/hot-desk.html.

84  Gehl, J., and J. Koch, “Life Between Buildings: Using Public 
Space.” New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987.25

85  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992110

The first question that needs to be asked is what 
do humans do? And what do they want and need? 
Work, eat, shop, learn, drink, recreate, convene, 
worship, heal and visit. These are all activities 
people accomplish on a day to day bases.81 So, by 
breaking down these functions and investigating 
what ’s existing, and what they want and need 
within Taradale’s town centre. Accommodation, 
off ices, enterainmnet and education

Apartments
Providing a mixed environment that allows 
affordable accommodation, allowing doctors, 
teachers, students and family ’s to be within the 
same location, thus allowing “residents to move 
up economically without moving, and retain their 
social network.” 82 The integration of people allows 
a vibrant mixture to the community and provides 
different views on things, allowing an array of 
different ages and groups to socialise within public 
spaces.  

Offices 
Workspace typologies need to be flexible and allow 
for a diverse style of office, providing networking 
and a range of jobs varieties. Shared desk or hire 
a desk is a new style which allows the occupant 
who is constantly having a meeting or travelling, 
to not essentially hire an office for the whole 
week, this provides a possibility to rent a desk 

81  Speck, Jeff. “Walkable city: how downtown can save America, one 
step at a time.”New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2013. 106

82  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.5.3

Fig. 3.36: Sketch of Hawke’s 
Bay Sprawl 

Fig. 3.37: Human cycle.

Sleep

RestWork
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 Intensification of Town Centres

Retail
The past 5 years New Zealand retail has begun 
to see the affect of online shopping, causing 
many towns and business to c lose for a number 
of reason’s; The accessibility to travel to major 
cities, rising cost of ‘earthquake strengthening to 
prone building’89 which has added to rent increases, 
coupled with the fact online shopping can be done 
from your living room.90 Small New Zealand towns 
and suburbs have seen the effects and changes 
throughout newspaper artic les that have identified 
these issues arising from 2005 with the increase 
of chain stores driving small boutique store out of 
business with the rental increase.91 The only option 
for these shops to stay open is to raise prices which 
in effect drives locals away more and pushes them 
to chain, cheaper megastores, which have begun 
to increase on the fringes of Napier and Hastings. 
Hastings main street were confronted with a large 
issue when a mega centre opened on the edge of 
town, drawing a number of people away from the 
centre of town which caused a large threat to the 

89  “Hastings earthquake-prone buildings listed.” Stuff. Accessed 
June 05, 2017. http://i.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/5216612/
Hastings-earthquake-prone-buildings-listed.

90  “New Zealand retailers falling behind in online sales.” Stuff. 
August 09, 2017. Accessed September 01, 2017. https://i.stuff.co.nz/
business/95591174/new-zealand-retailers-fal ling-behind-in-online-
sales.

91  “Boutique fade from retail zone.” New Zealand Herald, March 
18, 2011. Accessed September 1, 2017. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
hawkes-bay-today/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503462&objectid=11022545

students as there is an 800 metre disconnect 
between the Polytechnic and town centre. Taking 
from the Copenhagen idea, incorporating their 
university model with the town centre, makes for 
a vibrant and interesting town.86 With the E.I.T 
(Polytechnic) being one of the fastest growing 
Tertiary education providers in New Zealand, its 
preposterous not integrate the town with lecture 
halls and student accommodation. “Schools are the 
key to strong communities”87

A quote found from Jane Jacobs book ‘The death and 
life of  great American cities ’ states, “mixed use look 
ugly ”,88 which is interesting as it ’s a hybrid of uses 
that build up a successful town centre, providing 
life within the town. In a way, its attractive because 
of the energy and life from occupying the spaces 
throughout any hour of the day. 

86  Gehl, J., and J. Koch.  “Life Between Buildings: Using Public 
Space.” New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1987.105

87  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.12

88  Ibid,222 
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Housing 

“Hawkes Bay has the lowest level of  housing inventory 
in the country..”
-Hawkes Bay today June 2017

Hawkes Bay ’s growing population and relaxed 
lifestyle has attracted a range of ages and groups to 
Hawkes Bay either for work, retirement or better 
quality of life. With high house prices in major 
cities in New Zealand, the provinces have been an 
attractive target for first home buyers or people 
looking for a more relaxed lifestyle. This influx of 
population increase has caused major issues in a 
number of provinces with housing shortages for 
buying or renting.

At the beginning of the year, a number of young 
professionals moving to the area were struggling to 
find affordable rental properties94, while first homes 
buyers also faced trouble with finding a house, in 
June 2017 housing in Hawkes Bay began to go 
through a ‘first home buyers drought ’ the housing 
inventory went down to eight-week remaining 
supply.95 This substantial increase of population 
is often a positive impact on the town centres, 
but these people are moving into areas such as 
subdivisions in the Napier and Taradale area.  

94  Hawkes Bay Today. “High demand for Hawke’s Bay rentals 
leaves young professionals without homes.” NZ Herald. Accessed 
September 01, 2017. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.
cfm?c_id=3&objectid=11819636

95  Hawkes Bay today. “ Bay housing supply lowest in the country.” 
June 15 2017 3 

town centre. Hastings council retaliated to bring 
people back to the Hastings centre, and encourage 
locals to buy local products through, as mentioned 
previously, Walkability. This year has seen an 
increase in Hastings city retail through the means 
of walkability and intensification of shopping and 
entertainment along the main street, by providing 
social spaces.92 Taradale’s need for intensification 
to allow the main centre to thrive once again, a 
need to implement similar principles that address 
housing, or lack of housing within Hawkes bay, 
and to prevent sprawl. “elements remediate the 
lack of block structure and connectivity to the 
surrounding context, the over-scaled parking lots 
at the front of buildings, the lack of civic and green 
space, and, most importantly, the full dominance of 
a single use.”93

92  Hawkes Bay Today. “Retail spending on the rise for 
Hastings.” NZ Herald. Accessed September 02, 2017. http://www.
nzhe r a ld . co.nz /hawkes-bay- today /bus ine s s /ne ws /a r t i c l e . c fm?c_
id=1503458&objectid=11904063

93  ‘Tachieva’, Sprawl Repair Manual, 112.

Fig. 3.38: Mixed-use Diagram 

Fig. 3.39: Student mixed-use.
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 Density

Applying the correct density to an established 
suburb centre isn’t an easy task, understanding the 
nature and context of the suburb is a major role 
of determining a suitable density for mixed-use 
and accommodation. Analysing existing buildings, 
propositions and landmarks, helps to establish 
the appropriate density. A high density from the 
conventional low-density suburb does come with 
issues. If the density is too high, the building will 
begin to tower over everything and take away from 
key primary buildings that build the town and 
community. Height restriction will determine the 
amount of dwellings on site. 

Taradale’s ridgeline along the Puketapu hills, 
has seen developers begin to capitalise, and 
have started to transform the hills into housing 
developments when they should instead be 
intensifying the town centres providing an active 
town centre, entertainment, and accommodation 
more central to prevent road congestion and 
overpopulated roads. The connecting nodes to the 
town are proved through walkability, and would 
increase street life especially with an estimated 
400 dwelling ’s being proposed on the hills of 
Taradale.96 The intensification of the town centre 
with a combination of business and living will 
provide a 24-hour town and develop a stronger 
community through social interaction. 

96  “Mission Estate Winery owner planning hilltop subdivision 
near Napier.” Stuff. December 18, 2016. Accessed September 01, 2017. 
http://i.stuff.co.nz/business/property/87658664/mission-estate-winery 
owner-planning-hilltop-subdivision-near-napier.
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3.6 Sustainability + Conclusion 

Adapting walkability to Taradale provides a 
number of strong attributes to a strong community. 
Like many New Zealand towns they lack key urban 
design techniques and have over indulged by the 
domination of cars, such as Taradale. Throughout 
the research, relationships of areas that do work and 
areas that haven’t been established. The next step 
is to collaborate designs and research to provide 
a successful pedestrian-friendly town centre that 
builds on the pre-existing Isthmus work completed 
in 2008. 

The designing involves strong connections to and 
from town, while providing a diverse and intensified 
town centre that can provide accommodation, 
work, education and recreation. A positive that also 
comes out of walkable towns is the sustainability 
and environmental aspect.
Planting vegetation and greenery, provides an 
array of a positive outcome from UV protection, 
C02 and storm water absorption. 97 While reducing 
the number of cars and environmental impact. 
Even though sustainability is a small aspect of 
walkability it does create healthy communities, 
through social and physical effects.   

 

97  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.9.2

Fig. 3.40: (Top) Sustainability
Fig. 3.41: (Bottom) Storm Water Sustainability
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4.1 Urban Design + Walkability Precedents

4.2  Architectural Precedents
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 surrounding buildings also have a range of styles 
and materials both historical and contemporary 
that provide different viewpoints throughout the 
square. The mixture of materials provide character 
to the square attracting locals and tourists.   

Community
Attracting the community and ‘welcoming in 
strangers’. 99 Within Melbourne is easily established 
by a number of people that are drawn to the 
square because of the “ large numbers of people 
entertaining themselves off and on, by watching 
the street activity.”100 This is simply one of the best 
and most natural ways to bring people to gather 
because of diverse surrounding’s or by providing 
public events that will deliver stronger connections. 
For example, in federation square playing the AFL 
finals or outdoor cinema.  

Conclusion 
In conclusion, Federation Square as a precedent 
for Taradale has the unique and strong relationship 
with the surrounding context to laneways, transport 
links, and connection’s to the multiple buildings 
on the perimeter of the square, providing the 
framework, and holding pedestrians in the square 
through street furniture, entertainment and areas 
for inner-city activities.
Image:
Blue circles indicate Entry points within the site

99  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.35

100  Ibid,35

4.1 Urban Design + Walkability Precedents

Urban Design + Walkability Precedents
Federation Square  
Designer: Lab + Bates
Location: Melbourne, Australia 
Year: 2002
 
Federation Square is an active and contemporary 
square located in the heart of Melbourne, 
surrounded by F linders Street Station, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, Civic and cultural buildings that define 
a natural cobblestone square. There are 3 principles 
that build up this square providing a strong human 
activity : Connections, Diversity, Community

Connection
Connecting to Federation square throughout 
Melbourne is one of the easiest places to navigate 
too. With a number of external connection points  
allowing access to the square as it is said to be 
the ‘heart of Melbourne. ’ 98 The close proximity 
to F linders Street Station provides a constant 
thoroughfare and attraction from walking 
pedestrians 

Diversity 
Federation square is the centre of a number of 
different building types and functions which allow 
a range of different people and ages throughout 
the day to largely populate the square. The 

98  Andrew Brown-May, “Federation Square” (Australia, Hardie 

Grant Books: 2003), 30.  



Fig. 4.0: (Top) Federation Square 
Fig. 4.1: (Left) Federation Square Birds view
Fig. 4.2: (Right) Federation Square 2
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 Community 
“A community of good times”101 is the quote 
that  represents silo park. The idea of providing 
events during night and days allows street activity 
throughout the day, from markets to outside 
cinemas at night, bringing people together and a 
consistency in public gatherings. Basketball and 
playgrounds in the area also provide activities for 
visitors when there aren’t any activities on, keeping 
the area populated. 

Re-use 
The location was once a shipping and storage 
area, and has since been nicely reused into a social 
and communal location in the heart of the CBD. 
A range of materials and vegetation provide and 
soften the environment which is located in a largely 
industrial location. Often these places consist of 
raw materials. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion to the silo park precedent, an insight 
of a transitional space could be applied to Taradale 
between E.I.T and the town centre through the 
change of materiality, vegetation and multiple 
locations for activities and meeting, providing 
stronger communities.

101  “A Community of Good Times.” Silo Park. Accessed August 

25, 2017. https://www.silopark.co.nz/.

North Wharf Promenade + Silo Park 
Developments
Designer: Taylor Cullity with Wraight + 
Associates
Location: Auckland, New Zealand 
Year: 2011 

A development that was designed to bring the 
community c loser in a reuse area of shipping and 
storage, to transform the space into a friendly 
social area of Auckland providing a location for 
public + private events, with a strong connection 
to Auckland city centre.

Connection
Silo park and North Wharf ’s strong connection 
with Auckland CBD provides easily accessible walk 
or cycle routes that allow pedestrians to wander 
to and from the CBD or from the surrounding 
car parks. This new development lacks in context 
diversity, but makes up for the emptiness of the site 
which allows for events and community gathering 
opportunities. The fascinating idea of silo park + 
North Wharf is the pedestrian-friendly aspect to 
the zone. There isn’t a c lear indication for vehicle 
or pedestrian proving confusing for motorised 
vehicles, unconsciously prompting the drivers to 
slow down around these areas.
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Fig. 4.4: (Top Left) Wynyard Quater Texture 
Fig. 4.5: (Top Right) North Wharf 
Fig. 4.6: (Bottom Left) Silo Park
Fig. 4.7: (Bottom Right) Wynyard Quater Auckland
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 Conclusion
This precedent engages and provides a new 
approach to pathway ’s and connections that create 
enjoyment through walking and integration of 
diverse cultures together. This is an aspect that 
could be implemented into Taradale’s connections 
and service lanes    

Superkilen 
Designer: Bjarke Ingels Group
Location: Copenhagen  
Year: 2012
 
Superkilen multiple site collage is incorporated 
into a dense, multicultural neighbourhood located 
in central Copenhagen. The diversity of multiple 
international cultures provided inspiration to 
revitalise a plain urban environment into an 
exciting, diverse and functional urban space.  

Diversity
The concepts and designs aimed to enhance the 
diverse characters within the site, creating three 
different zones; red, black and green. This was a 
way of dialogue with the realities of Superkiken, 
the design reattributes motifs from garden history. 

Walkability
“The space is to be propelled beyond its current 
role as a monofunctional transit area into being 
innovative and dense with synchronicities.”102 
The square has been built up, and built around 
convenience. The idea was to create a place that you 
wouldn’t need to travel further than 300 metres. 
Hypothetically you wouldn’t need to leave this area 
for general living amenities. 
 

102  “Superkilen.” Landezine. Accessed October 03, 2017. 
http://www.landezine.com/index.php/2013/02/urban-revitalization-
superkilen-by-topotek1-big-superflex/.
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Fig. 4.8: (Top Left) Birds eye View
Fig. 4.9: (Centre Top) Pink Landscape
Fig: 4.10: (Top Right) Pink Landscape 2.0
Fig. 4.12: (Centre Left) Green Way 
Fig. 4.11: (Centre) Rolling Hills 
Fig: 4.12: (Centre Right) Black Landscape
Fig: 4.13: (Bottom) Master Plan 
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 Mixed-Use
The building functions provide a diverse and 
liveable building, all within the same site, while 
being somewhat respectful of existing buildings. 
The multi-use nature of the building provides 
networking opportunities for business and 
residents. 

Conclusions 
This precedent is an example within New Zealand 
by relating two architecture styles of old and 
new,through the representation of materials. This 
is something to be mindful of while designing, and 
the selection of materials for the building, located 
in Taradale.

4.2  Architectural Precedents

The Orange Apartments 
Designers: Crosson Clark Barnachan 
Architects
Location: Eden Terrace, Auckland
Year: 2016
 
The orange building complex is a mixture of 
functions that are working together to provide an 
active lifestyle in a zone that is rapidly converting 
into accommodation and apartments. The building 
and site provide a number of opportunities to 
socialise, work, eat, shop or live within the same 
location, allowing people to network and connect 
to people within the complex. 

Public space + Old and New
The public space is a small curved courtyard that 
provides opportunities to meet and greet people, 
eat lunch in a naturally lit environment where 
the light penetrates deep into the site. While it 
provides a functional meeting space, the courtyard 
also creates a buffer between old and new, which 
the architects c lever ly integrate through the use of 
orange and the existing heritage orange bricks. 
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Fig. 4.14: (Top Left ) The Orange Courtyard
Fig: 4.15: (Bottom Left) Texture
Fig: 4.16: (Right) Old vs New 
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 Geyser Building
Designer: Patterson Associates 
Location: Parnell, Auckland 
Year: 2012

New Zealand ’s first 6-star rated green building, 
constructed around a number of medieval like 
laneways, that all link together providing a pleasant 
sense of community within the site. 

Laneway
The narrow laneways create an intimate and 
inviting feel throughout the building. Laneways 
lead to core openings throughout the site that allow 
natural light to penetrate deep into the building, 
creating enjoyable locations throughout the site.

Multiple functions 
The multiple functions are created through the 
shape of the building, and since the building is 
a standard office, the buildings are broken into 
different occupations.

Conclusion 
The idea of this building, and its laneways are 
intimate creative spaces that provide a journey 
while wandering through the site. This is a 
strong and interesting way to deal with a mixed-
use building. Taradale would benefit from this 
technique as the building can form public spaces 
and create intimate laneways.
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Fig. 4.17: (Top Left ) Floor Plan 
Fig: 4.18: (Top Right) Light Shafts
Fig: 4.19: (Bottom)Building Elements
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 Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
(RMIT) West Bundoor Student 
Accommodation
Designer: RMA
Location: Melbourne Victoria Australia
Year: 2016 

This West Bundoor Student Accommodation is a 
modern and contemporary student accommodation 
hall. The building offers a number of different 
functions that provide integration and segregation.

Private
The accommodation areas are all segregated, and 
privacy allow ’s students to break away from the 
public areas to study and reflect. The private study 
breakout room’s are also implemented in the building 
to allow students to have group study sessions within 
private locations.

Public
Communal living and public study spaces are also 
integrated into the building to allow social connection 
and communication.
   
Conclusion 
The idea of integration and segregation within 
a building for studying is important, with close 
proximity to accommodation. This allows students 
to stay within the area, while accomplishing many 
functions throughout the day, providing relevance to 
Taradale. Understanding that the scale is different, 
but the functionality and versatility is consistent. 
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Fig. 4.20: (Top Left ) Communal Lounge
Fig: 4.21: (Top Right) Private Room
Fig: 4.22: (Bottom Left) Shared Kitchen 
Fig: 4.23: (Bottom Right) Breakout Study rooms
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encourage and invite pedestrians to flow though the space and 
connect to Taradale’s land marks.

The accommodation is to provide housing for students, 
professionals, families and retired persons. The mixture of people 
will provide a diverse and different lifestyle while producing 
an active 24-hour town centre. The integration of the student 
halls on the site will attract students into the town to provide 
economic benefit. However, segregation will be integrated from 
the apartments to allow privacy for families and professionals. 

Education will also increase life within the town centre by 
creating multi-purpose space’s for a lecture, theatre and other 
performance’s to allow a  connect in town and to be part of the 
community. Once again this is about having people in the centre 
throughout the day.  

Office + Retail provides a mixture of diverse shops and 
professional jobs to allow people to work in the town where 
they are residing, and to reduce the amount of car use for 
each individual household. The size of the office will not be 
substaintial, but will stil l provide hundreds of jobs for the local 
people. 

Lastly, entertainment forms an integration for everyone to 
come together through public space, that is multi-purpose. It is 
important the entire community can gather in a location and be 
entertained through performances, shows, or markets that sell 
local goods.  

All these areas will be spatially defined as public, private, and 
mixed spaces. Where public access is not possible it is important 
to maintain safety or privacy and visual connection.

5.0 Programme

The programme qualities of this project respond to the 
research and findings within part two of the document. 
The research identifies the need for street life and activity, 
strong urban connection, diversity, multi-purpose buildings 
and public space to provide a 24-hour connection within 
the town. This approach will inform the programme and 
architecture building upon the principles of walkability 
and intensification.

The existing centre of town provides a suitable and strong 
platform to introduce these principles, as the town is already 
partly integrated within 1km. The intent is to focus on the 
connection between Eastern Institute of Technology and 
the town centre, to provide a strong community connection 
and range of diverse ages. This results in more active street 
life.

The research identifies various issues facing a community 
that ’s largely dependant on cars and adapting day to day 
life by walking or cycling to the shops or library, which is 
an environmental and healthy way of living.

The programme requirements are defined within four 
categories: Accommodation, Entertainmnet, Education 
and Offices.

The building will function through the means of urban 
design, while providing 24 hour activity. A contemporary 
take on existing building characteristics will be integrated 
with a hybrid of old and new through uses of materials 
and forms, creating focal point ’s throughout the site to 



6 . 0  S I T E



Site [ 89

6.1 Taradale Analysis 

Throughout the document the walkability site 
analysis has been incorporated alongside the 
research, as it relates and provides understanding 
to Taradale through location, primary community 
c lubs, education providers and diversity throughout 
the town night and day. Jane Jacobs, recommends 
revitalising should begin by reinstating an urban 
balance.103

6.2 Responsive Environments
 
Analysing Taradale through the use of ‘responsive 
environment ’104 techniques are demonstrated 
through a selection of diagrams breaking down 
the layers of what makes the town liveable and 
functional. Understanding the permeability, 
variety, legibility and personalisation.

103  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.5.2

104  Bentley, Ian, Alan Alcock, Paul Murrain, Sue McGlynn, and 
Graham Smith.  “Responsive environments: A manual for designers.” New 
York: Routledge, Architectural Press, 2001.

Fig. 3.27: (Top) Primary Community Connections
Fig. 3.7: (Bottom) Distance over time



Fig. 6.0: Responsive Enviroments Analysis of the conditions 
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Fig. 6.1: Responsive Enviroments Analysis Overlay
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6.3 Site Selection 

When identifying a site within Taradale’s main street 
there are a number of key characteristics that have been 
considered, for example where the best location for 
mixed-use buildings would be located. A question that 
needs to be addressed is that of what is existing? What 
is it obstructing? How will it connect into this towns 
skyline? Research would say the location for a central 
hub would encourage a more central town centre, 
however involved demolition of multiple functioning 
shops in the process. So by analysing the entrances 
and exits of the town, were there are any weak points 
within the street, or unleased buildings in the town 
centre. After countless site visits, there were a number 
of unleased buildings at both entrances to the town’s 
North and South sides. The location of site would be 
appropriate to place the site either the North or South 
entry of Taradale’s main street. These sites would 
provide a fresh intriguing entrance and threshold to 
Taradale, while increasing the height that would still 
be respectable to the main street, and importantly the 
c lock tower. The North location would allow students 
to be drawn through the town, increasing economic 
growth with the relationship of the students wondering 
from one end of Taradale to the other. The other two 
selected sites both provide strong attributes and will be 
integrated into the master plan; in the design section 
as the town isn’t able to rejuvenate through the use of 
just one mixed-use building. On the following page is 
a diagram that provides the selected sites throughout 
the Taradale town centre, while providing insight into 
the sites shape and restrictions.     

Fig. 6.2:Figure Ground of Taradale Main Street
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Fig. 6.3: Satellite Map of Taradale; Site Selection 1, 2, 3
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1 2 3

Fig. 6.4: Satellite Map Qualities of site

Site 1

Oddly shaped triangle corner site

Furthest point within ‘town centre’ from 
E.I.T and cycleway, encouraging residents 
through the town centre to access the E.I.T.

Largest site within Taradale

Leasable retail space

360o Circulation around the building 

Views of the Puketapu Hills

Empty Parking lot.

Northern entry to Taradale

1 2 3

Blue Spots indicate Entrances to the site
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1 2 31 2 3

Site 2

Central site located in the main Taradale 
car park

Site is occupied with functioning shops

Redeveloped laneway connection to main 
street.

Backside of main street shops.

Historical Art-Deco building on the corner 
of the site.

Site 3

Close proximity to E.I.T, sports stadium 
and cycleway

South entry to town centre

360o circulation around the site 

Empty Parking lot 

Low traffic zone      
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 6.4  Site Analysis

A site that will see students be pulled through the 
town centre has been investigated, a site that fulfils 
the suggested qualities has been identified as: 230 
Gloucester Street. This site currently houses a 
Four square, morgue and an empty block of shops 
with a large car park surrounding the Eastern side 
of the site. The site is the largest in Taradale main 
centre with 4,136 square metres which allows 
for a large design to increase density and inject 
life within the town. The site is located on the 
opposite corner to Taradale’s iconic c lock tower. 
The site is fully exposed on all façades which 
allows laneways and circulation paths. The main 
orientation is East to West that provides views 
to the Puketapu hills on the West and the Pacific 
Ocean on the East. While selecting the site it was 
important to take consideration of the “ buildings 
will always be built on the parts of the land which 
are the worst condition, not the best ”105 mentioned 
by Christopher Alexander

The diagrams to the left, analyses the site through 
a number of elements to help understand positives 
and negatives of the site.

105  Duany, Andres, Jeff Speck, and Mike Lydon. “The smart growth 
manual.” New York: McGraw-Hill, 2010.4.1

Fig. 6.5: Satellite Map of Sun Study, Prevailing wind
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Fig. 6.6: Satellite Map of Transportation



7 . 0  D E S I G N  P R O C E S S

Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
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7.1 Master Planning 

After selecting a site for a mixed-use building and master 
planning for the area surrounding the Taradale township, 
this needs to be addressed and focused to enable people 
to walk or cycle instead of using a vehicle, as Jane Jacobs 
mentioned in as outlined section 6.1. The key design 
approach is to connect the main clubs, activities and 
schools to the centre of town, treating them as the main 
arterial walkable and cycle routes, by providing activities 
or meeting spaces along the pathways to keep pedestrians 
interested through the use of nodes and landmarks. This 
enables other areas to feed into these main walkable 
routes through a series of small connection, without 
transforming every pathway in Taradale. Dividing Taradale 
into different zones from five minutes, ten minutes, and 
20 minutes provides analyse of distances and time to allow 
more integrated design. 

While master planning, it is important to consider previous 
design master plans for Taradale by HDT Architects, and 
existing urban designs by Isthmus. Through analysis it is 
c lear that the developers were focusing on the entry to 
Taradale and to revitalise and reuse the service lanes, while 
strengthening connections to the library. The outcome 
for Taradale was the Isthmus design in 2008, where 
they established new materials, seating locations and a 
more accessible town centre. However, the town lacked  
connections as the design has only addressed the town 
centre and surrounding major car park. This design will 
continue adding to the existing urban design, and plan for 
Taradale into the future master plan, while incorporating 
the other site options with mixed-use buildings, housing 
development and town museums/civic buildings. 

Fig. 7.0: Taradale Master Plan Proposal
Fig. 7.1: Taradale Master Plan Proposal 2

Fig: 7.2: Isthmus Design of  Current Street
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Pathway master plan
Fig. 7.3: Satellite Map of primary connections 
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Fig. 7.4: Master Plan Concpet
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7.2 Deeper site Analysis + Divided 
Surface 

Dividing the surface of this site allows discovery of the 
key connections and thresholds as a pedestrian enters 
and exits the site. Through drawing over a photograph 
of the site and labelling the key direction people walk 
on day-to-day basis, enables the design to indicate 
the most suitable locations for laneways, functions 
of buildings and public space for people to mix and 
socialise. This also indicated issues with the service 
lane behind the main shops that connects the main car 
parking, this location is run down and decayed. Refer 
to image 7.2 previously designed service laneway 
connection. Image fig 1.22. The analysis collected 
while on site, provided patterns that began to repeat 
and dissect through the site. This began to form 
shapes and concept ideas of building forms. This is 
how the design was able to be modelled and drawn in 
iterations, beginning to formulate and develop ideas 
into building forms, potential nodes and serial vison to 
draw pedestrian through the site to frame landmarks.

Fig. 7.5: Satellite Image Walking Paths Analysis  
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Fig. 7.6: Satellite Image Popular Direction Path  Fig. 7.7: Satellite Image Landmark direction through the site  
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 7.3 Public + Private models. 

The iterative models on the following page are a 
conclusion of the data analysis received from the 
previous dividing drawings. The models are made 
up of red and black threads that represent public 
and private space, square and building. These 
seven models engage and experiment the idea of 
an open courtyard, semi-enclosed courtyard, and 
closed courtyard. The reason for modeling these is 
to show the potential space combinations of public 
and private and layers of levels that will make up 
the building by the thread circulation around the 
pins. More information is provided on pages 108-
111   

7.4 Site issues

The site being on a corner makes the design 
challenging as there is a need to be mindful of how 
the building relates to the surroundings and how 
the building wants to invite or repel pedestrians 
or cars towards it. Height restrictions for Hawkes 
Bay are limited with many building being low level. 
This design needs to respectful of neighbouring 
building, existing characteristics and how people 
will deal with one or two story town houses against 
three to four level mixed-use building.  
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Fig. 7.8: Collection of String Model   
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Fig. 7.9 : String Model One  

Fig. 7.10 : String Model Two

Establishing an East to West 
pedestrian flow, while dividing 
the site into forms that provide 
security on ongoing pedestrians, 
and small gathering location on 

the west side of the site. 

Entry : East + West 
Number of buildings: Two  

Experimenting with open space 
and exploring if the courtyard 
space would benefit an Eastern 
location of the site as it is more 
connected to the residential  area. 
However, it is very disconnected 
to main street of Taradale.

Entry : East + South 
Number of buildings: One
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The site is divided into three 
forms dissecting the site through 
laneways and public space. 
the public space is central and 
semi-enclosed to help capture 
in pedestrians, for safety and 
entertainment.

Entry : East + West + South 
Number of buildings: Three

This iteration continues to 
explore the site divided into three 
forms, while focusing on the 
laneways being the public space 
rather than framing the space and 
feeding to the square or courtyard 

through laneways 

Entry : East + West + South 
Number of buildings: Three

Fig. 7.11 : String Model Three

Fig. 7.12 : String Model Four
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Central courtyard / enclosed 
space to experiement the 
idea and understand what the 
condtions maybe like internally.
This iteration is very communal 
and potentially off putting for 
visitors. 

This iteration analyses 
the North-West axis with 
a semi-enclosed space 
that provides life within 
the site and place to relax.

Entry :  West + South 
Number of buildings: Two

Entry :  South 
Number of buildings: 
One

Fig. 7.13 : String Model Five

Fig. 7.14 : String Model Six
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7.5 Designing concepts + Functions 

The concepts continue to expand on permeability and 
visual appropriateness from ‘responsive environments, ’ 
throughout the investigative form that has divided 
up the sites. The concepts have been annotated on 
what they encourage to do, inspiration while drawing 
the concepts was from ‘the death and life of great 
American cities’ in that ‘building being too public 
provides no security for residents, while a building 
that be to private restrict security for the public. ’ 106 

106  Jacobs, Jane.  “The death and life of great American cities.” New 
York: Vintage Books, 1992.pg 35

The final iteration focuses on the 
Western  open space and potential 
courtyard location. as the view of 
Taradale hills are in that direction and 
the afternoon sun, providing desirable 
place. while also providing community 
safety with buildings over looking the 
space.  

Entry : West +South 
Number of buildings: Two

Fig. 7.15 : String Model Seven
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Massed forms  exploring public square locations + size + shape of site

A series of laneways dividing the site up as a result of the pedestrian movements previously discussed 

Red: Permeability throughout the forms

Fig. 7.16 : Conceptual Forms of Permeability 
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A series of enclosed public spaces exploring the variety of internal courtyards

An exploration of semi-enclosed public spaces through laneways, capturing the space within the site 
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Fig. 7.17 : Solar Study 11am + 1pm of Conceptual forms

7.6  Solar Study

The following models indicate a solar 
study through a number of the previous 
form models, during the period of 11am 
and 1pm.

It is c lear that one and four provide a more 
positive outcome during the day while, two 
and three have particular ly good periods 
through the morning while, the afternoon 
begins to cast shadow in the public space. 
Solar model one provides all day sun, and 
the orientation of site, through the exposed 
western façade. Model four provides 
constant levels of solar penetration 
throughout the day as a result of spacing 
spacing of buildings and linking laneways.     

1

2

3

4
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Communal Work

Semi - Private Semi - Private

Live

Work

Education

Entertainment

CommunalLive

Semi - Private Semi - Private

Fig. 7.18 : Primary Directions

Fig. 7.19 : Multiple Access Points 

Fig. 7.20: Connection from Live to work

Fig. 7.21: Connection from Live to work, Entertainment, Education



7.7 Concept development

Part two continues to examine the iterations of 
forms and permeability while also taking into 
consideration what will go into the form through 
functions, and how the functions relate to one 
another. Through a strategic cross over circulation 
path that encourages social integration within the 
square. The design stage also begins to indicate 
scale and environment through perspectives, and 
human silhouettes. The design has begun to be 
more established with indication of function types 
and the relationship of laneways and public square. 

Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
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Live

Communal
WORK

En t e r t a i n -
ment Education

Fig. 7.22: (Top Left) Function Relationship
Fig. 7.23: (Top Right) Function Overlap
Fig. 7.24: (Cente Left) Level Change
Fig. 7.25: (Cente Right) Plan Concept
Fig. 7.26: (Bottom) Building Function
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Fig. 7.27: (Top Left) Public Sqaure Relationship 
Fig. 7.28: (Top Right) Perspective Laneway
Fig. 7.29: (Bottom Left)  Concept Function Layout 
Fig. 7.30: (Bottom Centre)  Perspective Facade
Fig. 7.31: (Bottom Right) Master planning Brief
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7.8 Card Models 

The following card models investigate the 
way light casts through the site, while also 
providing people in the images to indicate 
a sense of scale and the environment. These 
models have been a hybrid combination 
of the previous iterative models, while 
collaborating with research whilst inviting, 
integrating and creating a number of 
thresholds to allows pedestrians to walk 
through the site. Each model continues to 
elaborate their purpose and configuration 
on the following pages.



Fig. 7.32: Development Card Models 
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Fig. 7.33: Photographs of Card Model One 
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Sketches annotating the public 
square location the entry point into 
the site and the building function. 
With he blue bubble representing 
the crossover connection between 
the public users.

Model One
Card model one continues to examine the 
relationship between public and private 
space, while proposing an open square on the western 
side of the site. The design provides small courtyard 
spaces throughout the building to allow ventilation and 
natural lighting deep into the building whilst providing 
a strong sense of security in and outside of the building. 
The buildings are broken into three functions; live, 
work and education. This allows segregation within the 
functions and integration on site with accommodation 
and public square.

Issues: 
An issue with this concept is the large surfaces / facades 
that prevent connection and lack diversity as mentioned 
in the research, about surfaces being too continuous 
and boring. 

Fig. 7.34: Sketch Analysis of Model One
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Fig. 7.35: Photographs of Card Model Two 
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Sketches annotating 
the public square 
location the entry 
point into the site and 
the building function. 
With he blue bubble 
representing the 
crossover connection 
between the public 
users.

Model Two
Card model two explores the idea 
of a semi-enclosed courtyard that 
is designed around the use of laneways and the 
form of the buildings. The lanes divide the site 
into four spaces that allow multiple entrances and 
access routes, providing high foot traffic through 
the site. The semi-enclosed courtyard provides 
a more communal space and stronger ‘sense of 
community ’ through the fact that the buildings 
focal point is the centre of site and courtyard.  

Issue: 
The hours of daylight within the courtyard will be 
limited, potentially causing the internal area to be 
an unpleasant location throughout winter.   

Fig. 7.36: Sketch Analysis of Model Two
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Fig. 7.37: Photographs of Card Model Three
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Sketches annotating the 
public square location 
the entry point into the 
site and the building 
function. With he blue 
bubble representing the 
crossover connection 
between the public users.

Model Three
Card model three, provides  a 
similar configuration to model one, however 
integrates more links and laneways throughout 
the site, allowing more opportunities to turn and 
shortcut. The open square provides communal 
meeting areas and socialising aspects. The 
buildings are divided into four categories, with 
accommodation and student accommodation 
split on either side of the square to provide 
safer community feel within the site, with 
the two buildings also providing education, 
entertainment and work spaces.

Issues
This model has a lack of open space that is 
versatile, for public occasions.  

Fig. 7.38: Sketch Analysis of Model Three
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Fig. 7.39: Photographs of Card Model Four
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Sketches annotating the public 
square location the entry point into 
the site and the building function. 
With he blue bubble representing 
the crossover connection between 
the public users.

Model Four    
Model four also explores the idea of a series 
of laneways like the Geyser building in Parnell, Auckland. 
The focus is on the angles the building forms to invite or 
repel pedestrians through the space. The funnel shape is to 
encourage people to continue walking or stop. The multiple 
laneways all flow into the main East to West dissection where 
there is a semi enclosed courtyard.

Issue:
There is not much of a courtyard, more of a thoroughfare 
from East to West, which also doesn’t provide much variety 
to the space for public occupations.   

Fig. 7.39: Sketch Analysis of Model Four
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 7.9 Building Development 

The model  number one was selected, as provides 
the three key functions and the largest public 
space. The design has been manipulated, with the 
idea of terracing the courtyard below ground level 
or building the ground up. As represented through 
the sketch, the design has began to indicate 
building the ground up providing medieval view 
shafts or vistas to contextual landmarks. This also 
creates a terrace open square that provides for 
versatile uses including markets or shows. The 
student accommodation is to be integrated in to 
the education and entertainment building as this 
provides segregation from other residents in the 
building, however there is connection in the public 
square. The development also continues to explore 
the core circulation of the building or entrance 
point to the buildings. With the height of the 
building only being three to four levels it allows 
the building not to need any lif t to prompt the 
healthy life style of walkability.

1
2

3

Fig. 7.40: Iterative Plan 
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Fig. 7.41: Building Development Serial Vision 
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 7.10 Public Square Precedent   

To reinforce the building of the community and 
populating the street life, a public square is hugely 
important aspect of this design, as the square is an 
influential component of the community relations. 
A public square is important as it marks the notable 
centre of an area, and provides a space for the public 
to celebrate, and gather.107 When designing a good 
public square, there are a number of principles 
that need to be applied and taken into account. 
Proportions and ratios are key aspects to allowing 
the square to be pleasant location while entry 
points, orientation and the shape are important. 

Proposing public square
Within the site it ’s important that people have 
a communal public space/ square that provides 
multiple uses and gathering opportunities. 
Substituting parking for public space provides a 
shift in thinking regarding vehicles and prioritising 
people. Isthmus have recently redesigned Freyberg 
Square in Auckland CBD, which is a similar size to 
what ’s proposed for Taradale, the square provides 
a range of activities on flat surfaces while also 
providing terrace seats and change of perspective, 
which can also work as an open theatre. 

107  Sarah Gaventa, New Public Spaces (London: Octopus 
Publishing Group Ltd, 2006), 18.  

Traditional market space, flat with little contextual  input

Terraced market space provides visual connect throughout the site while 
provide context connection, more natural lighting and an  interesting 
layout formation

Traditional flat square

Terraced square

Fig. 7.42: (Top) Public Sqaure Flat Sketches
Fig. 7.43: (Bottom) Public Sqaure Terrace Sketches
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View from building laneway over looking raised terraced square view 
to sugar loaf

View from building laneway over sunken terraced square 

Fig. 7.46: View Over Sqaure Fig. 7.47: Framed View

Fig. 7.44: Sunken Public Square Fig. 7.45: Raised Public Square 
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Fig. 7.48: Core Design Fig. 7.49: Core Design 1
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Fig. 7.50: Core Design 2 Fig. 7.51: Core Design 3
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 7.11 Developed Design 

Currently, the design has established the form 
outline of the building. In this iteration the design 
will began to conclude the external aspects of the 
building and walkability, while resolving internal 
components of the building using ‘the metric hand 
book,’ Revit drawings and hand sketches. 

7.12 Character + Materials

Building on the existing aesthetic and character 
is an important part of the design to allow the 
new buildings to relate to their surroundings. The 
way to approach the historical aspect is through 
material choices. Refer to Fig. 2.3 as the there is 
existing images of art deco details and materiality 
simplicity. The design aims to incorporate similar 
principles and simplicity while also providing a 
contemporary architecture approach. The image 
on the following page provides insight into the 
material choices.   
 

Part 1
Part 2
Part 3
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Building Brief 
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Brick Material, is proposed to 
the office block in connection 
to the history and roots of the 
site. As it once was a one stop 
shop and busy corner known as 
‘McDonald’s Busy corner’

The concrete texture is related 
the art deco style throughout 
Taradale and its with simplistic 
detail throughout the building, 
providing a contemporary take 
on the style.

Fig. 7.52: Material + Character
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Timber is proposed throughout 
the design as it provides warmth 
and contrast to existing Taradale 
while also providing a natural 
product to the buildings.
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 7.13 Walkability + Building Design

Creating a walkable town relies on three 
import principles, connections, diversity and 
intensification. As mentioned, walkability doesn’t 
work if one or the other is not present. It is also 
apparent that one mixed-use building would not 
accommodate enough people to provide a full and 
active street life. By implementing more mixed-
use buildings Taradale could soon begin to start 
regaining a central community again. The master 
plan provides a future direction for building and 
potential locations, by adapting empty parking 
lots into buildings that incorporate, work, life and 
leisure uses.    
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Fig. 7.53: Future Master Plan + Perspectives

Proposed 
Housing

Other
Mixed-Use

Don’t Forget 
Your Roots Site
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Walk WalkCar + Bus Bike

7.14 Connections

The primary pathway connections have been 
modelled by providing segregated zones for 
pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles. A number 
of textures and materials are used to provide 
confusion for motorist, while vegetation and 
cycle lanes being incorporated as a result in 
‘road dieting ’ to decrease to speed of vehicles, 
while the vegetation provide shade from the 
sun and rain, with a positive outcome. Seating, 
sports machines and water features are infused 
every 400 metres to provide breaks and breakout 
locations along the straight hierarchy stretches 
of the road. 
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Walk WalkCar + Bus Bike

Fig. 7.54: Walkability Road Section
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Fig. 7.55: Town Centre connection From E.I.T, cycle network.
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Sitting

Sitting

ParkingParking
Bike
Park

Driveway

Drainage 
Ecology

Walking

Crossing

Biking Biking

Car + Bike

Walking

Shade

Fig. 7.56: Walkability Close up Plan
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Fig. 7.57: Walkability Perspective 
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Accomodation

Building Function

Groups + Events

Education

Office + Work

Performance + Shows

Retail + Shopping

Cafe’ + Bar + Restaurants 

Walk 

Bike  

Bus  

Car  Car Parking  

Bike Parking

Seating 

Modes of Transport

7.15 Diversity
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Fig. 7.58: Building Diversity 
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Fig. 7.59: Building Functions 

7.16 Intensification

The building is divided into four spaces all providing 
diversity in order to create an active location; As 
the image previously has represented. The building 
design decisions represent the research through 
a number of influences including the internal 
courtyards and the street view giving a communal 
area and safer community feel through ‘multiple 
eyes on the street ’ 108. The narrow laneways create 
intimate and inviting nodes that draw pedestrianS 
through the space. This frames the landmark of 
sugar loaf, while connecting with locals, with retail 
and restaurants located along laneways. 

The incorporated student accommodation plus 
entertainment and learning facilities, creates a hub 
and location for all to use. Combining the cinema 
and lecture theatre providing versatility for private 
or public functions. This also being the case with 
the public square on the north west of the site. It 
provides an area for casual or formal gatherings 
and public or private shows during the summer. 
It also allows for accomodation a space for a local 
market to showcase regional produce as a means to 
building a stronger community. 

  
 

108  Jacobs, Jane. The death and life of great American cities. 
New York: Vintage Books, 1992.pg 35
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Fig. 7.60: Building Plan 
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Fig. 7.61: Metric Hand book -Student accomodation Fig. 7.62: Private Student room

‘The Metric Hand Book’ - David Adler
Student Accomodation Proposed Student Accomodation
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Fig. 7.63: Building Close up Plan

Proposed Building Plan
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Fig. 7.64: Building Section

Proposed Building Section
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Fig. 7.65: Serial Vision Perspective through the building laneways
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Architecture has been outlined as being able to 
build stronger communities and effectively revitalise 
Taradale’s struggling suburban town through the 
encouragement of mixed-use and walkability. 
Research through this document has il lustrated 
how introducing a building that would operate 
beyond five in the evening, will bring a population 
of people into the area helping to enliven the town 
centre and re-introduce the community aspect 
the town has lost. By introducing urban design 
principles, walkability and community connection 
has been made viable. 

‘Don’t forget your roots’ is an extension of Isthmus’s 
initial first foray into civic disrupt of the town 
centre by identifying the categories within the 
identity of Taradale, which is enhanced by a strong 
community. Design methods have been employed 
and tested on the site of Taradale and pathways 
that connect to the E.I.T. Further extension of the 
other part of Taradale could provide a strong for 
future research to further emphasis the identity / 
character of Taradale. 

  

8.0  Conclusion

This research, and subsequent design project, 
examines the issues which have arisen in the small 
suburban town of Taradale, Hawkes Bay. The 
continuing decay of the town centre has seen a 
decline in community involvement, and as a result 
businesses and town vibrancy has suffered. The 
project addresses the lack of connection, diversity 
and intensification in many towns that is causing 
an orientation and dependency revolving around 
vehicles, which has subsequently contributed to the 
failure of the town. Evidence has been replicated 
throughout the document, explaining how a strong 
walkable connections throughout the town will see 
an increase in pedestrians, resulting in an enhanced 
atmosphere, appealing to the public again. Further 
research has been done beyond walkable cities, for 
the town to became more walkable and less car 
dependant through active walking or cycle ways 
that encourages people to get active and socialsise 
through short intervals along connections or 
public square’s. Issues of a nine–to-five town were 
outlined in previous chapters, in order to target 
these issues a building was proposed at the opposite 
end of town to the populated Eastern Institute of 
Technology, to act as a focal point to pull people 
through the struggling town, in order to repopulate. 
By providing accommodation and other mixed use 
buildings, the town will be revitalised with life 
beyond the previous nine-to-five. 



1890’s

Earthqauke 1931

1960’s

Isthmus
  Urban Design

Don’t Forget 
Your Roots

Future Plan

Fig. 8.0: Taradale Development 
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Fig. 8.1: Taradale’s Master Plan 

Mixed-use 

Don’t Forget 
Your Roots 
Site

Future Housing

Extended Site
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