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Abstract

Throughout the centuries, descendants of  formerly colonised peoples continue to face the 
after-effects of  colonialism. In New Zealand, the indigenous Māori people face the highest 
rate of  incarceration. The New Zealand prison system is one of  the more punitive ones in 
the world, with a retributive justice-focused approach. This project aims to work through a 
more restorative lens, with reference to a body of  writers and thinkers that lend thought to 
this position.

This project also evaluates ways in which to heal the gap between marginalised communities 
and mainstream society. In the Oceanic worldview, water is the entity that does not separate 
but binds and connects families to their loved ones. Water is not perceived as an obstacle but 
the surface that brings humans together. With this perspective, an archipelago is imagined for 
the community’s healing to commence between members of  society and various entities.
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1.1
1.1 Introduction

Project Aims and Objectives

This Research Project aims to design and develop an urban model that addresses 
the issues of  crime in Aotearoa, New Zealand.  The objectives are to explore 
ideas on how architecture can intervene in providing a desistance environment 
that restores community that is wounded by crime. This will be done through 
investigating and deconstructing literature of  respected researchers, scholars 
and philosophers in the field. Another is through investigating and evaluating 
successful trends and models employed by the Nordic Society. Additionally, 
peeling back the layers on New Zealand’s social fabric aims to understand the 
deeper root causes of  this issue. These will result in architectural investigation 
and exploration demonstrating how architecture could bridge the gap cause 
by crime.  

Research Question

What does the Architecture of  Restorative Justice look like in Aotearoa New 
Zealand?

Project Background

New Zealand has ranked 7th highest in the OECD for its prison population  and 
Māori are over represented in this statistic, with over half  of  the inmates being 
Māori. They are not only over-represented in the prison population but also in 
many other negative social statistics. Māori became marginalised subsequent to 
colonisation. Displacement to urban centres and losing their land and culture 
were large contributing factors to Māori’s high prison populations.

Project Outline

This project looks at Aotearoa, New Zealand’s prison environments, specifically 
the implications of  the disproportionally high Māori imprisonment rates. It 
will analyse the inter-generational cycle of  incarceration and the relationship 
between prison and society. The project looks towards healing the community, 
the people and their environment. 

Re-imagining the carceral archipelago metaphor: the sea is Henderson, a 
major suburban city centre of  west Auckland. Within the sea of  Henderson 
are a series of  proposed rehab, counselling, education, recreation, work and 
training centres. These programmes will interweave with the wealth of  existing 
fragmented support programmes within Henderson’s urban fabric, proposing 
the site as the place of  healing. This polycentric approach aims to provide a 
restorative network of  liminal space that bridges the gap between society and 
the “total institution”.  
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Research Methodology 

The project began with the exploration of  prison designs and their environments 
to improve rehabilitation, reintegration and lowering recidivism rates through 
architecture. To understand prisons and their design, literature such as Forms 
of  Constraint: A History of  Prison Architecture by Norman Johnston, were studied. 
The book looked into the history and origins of  prisons and how the various 
prison typologies had evolved throughout the centuries. Other literature 
examined was the Environmental Psychology of  Prisons and Jails by Richard E. 
Wener. He explores the effects that prison architecture has on an individual’s 
mental, emotional and cognitive state.  This provided a deeper understanding 
as to how the already existing prison model has negatively affected inmates. 

I referred to the Nordic System and their success in reducing recidivism rate 
and reintegration.  A comparison was conducted between the already existing 
prison systems in New Zealand and the Nordic prison system in the Contrasts 
in Punishment by John Pratt and Anna Erikson. Other readings cited  were 
Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish, Dominique Moran’s journal articles on 
carceral geography and Nordic prisons, John Pratt and Anna Erikson’s Contrasts 
in Punishment and Howard Zehrs’ restorative justice books. 

Scope and Limitations

This is an urban approach consisting of  multiple buildings that are sparsely 
located around a suburban context, as an intervention within the community. 
The broad scope comes with limitations, this project will design only one of  
the many buildings that connects, relates and compliments the existing built 
and natural environments.   

This project is an early intervention within a marginalized community, 
addressing the issue from its roots rather than a Band-Aid approach and being 
the ambulance in the bottom of  the cliff.  It is not a prison and will not be 
addressing criminals in prison, but instead address the communities they came 
from, through building and strengthening relationships. This in turn will help, 
support and reduce recidivism and crime rate.

The urban approach is a model that can be utilized and applied to other 
fragmented sites and communities.  The project provides connection, stitching 
together the fragmented community as well as providing intermediary 
programs that create bonds between the community. It rebuilds the broken 
bonds, through healing the people, community and environment.  

 

From the literature, the concept of  prisons as archipelagos appeared often.  
This was an interesting metaphor first coined by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn.  
Further investigation into this metaphor led to Tongan writer Epeli Hau’ofa’s 
writings. The exploration of  this metaphor along with Restorative Justice 
drove this research project. New Zealand prison statistics showed an over-
representation of  marginalised communities, such as the Māori community. 
The research soon pointed out the social trauma endured by Māori, which 
resulted from colonization. 

These ideas redirected the approach of  this research project towards early 
intervention and addressing social issues. The design strategy evolved from 
prison reform into the provision of  transitional housing, into finally being an 
early intervention within a fragmented marginalised community. Throughout 
the project conceptual sketches provided an overview of  the ideas around 
connection. Numerous models helped to establish a practical understanding 
of  the spaces.

 

Fig: 1. Research methodology graph illustrating the journey and development of  the research project
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1.2 Issues

1.2

New Zealand’s Prison Population

New Zealand’s prison population is growing at an alarming rate, it is currently 
7th highest in the ‘OECD countries of  incarceration rates’ as of  2017.1 The 
country has disconcerting figures of  ethnic disproportionality. Māori comprise  
50.4%2 of  the total prison population as of  June 2017. Māori make up 51%3 
of  the male prison population and a further 57%4 of  the female population. 
Māori only make up 16%5 New Zealand’s total population. 

1 Statista “Incarceration rates in OECD countries 2017 | Statistic.”. Accessed 
October 06, 2017, 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/300986/incarceration-rates-in-oecd-countries/.
2 Corrections Department NZ - Prison facts and statistics,- June 2017. September 13, 
2017, “Prison facts and statistics - June 2017.”   Accessed September 22, 2017. http://www.
corrections.govt.nz/resources/research_and_statistics/quarterly_prison_statistics/prison_
stats_june_2017.html..
3 “NATIVE AFFAIRS - Locking Up Māori.” Māori Television. August 15, 2017. 
Accessed October 06, 2017. http://www.Māoritelevision.com/news/national/native-affairs-
locking-Māori.
4  ibid
5  “Fact sheet - Statistics for Māori offenders.” Corrections Department NZ - Fact 
sheet - Statistics for Māori offenders. April 11, 2017. Accessed September 18, 2017. http://
www.corrections.govt.nz/news/media-releases/2017_media_releases/waitangi_tribunal_
report_on_Māori_reoffending/fact_sheet_-_statistics_for_mori_offenders.html.

Fig: 3. Māori are over-represented, making up 50.4% of  the Prison Population

Fig: 2. New Zealand is 7th highest prison population in the OECD



1716

Māori - A Marginalised Community

The beginning of  the systemic marginalisation of  Māori stems from New 
Zealand’s colonial history. The native land courts of  the 1860s allowed 
confiscation that led to a period of  despondency and alcohol abuse among 
Māori.13 Up to 96% or 63.4 million acres of  land was stolen by the colonial 
government over a period of  160 years.14 

The removal of  land resulted in the forced urbanization of  more than half  of  
Māori people from 1950 to 1980 who are recorded as living in poor housing 
areas15.  According to Professor Rawiri Taonui, these conditions left Māori 
vulnerable to economic change, to working low-income jobs and to racism.16 
Coupled with this was the double alienation from their original customs and 
rejection by the dominant widespread Western culture. 

13  Taonui, Rawiri. “Mana Tamariki: Cultural Alienation: Māori child homicide and 
abuse.” AlterNative: An international journal of  indigenous peoples 6, no. 3 (2010): 187-202.
14 ibid
15 ibid
16 ibid

Attachment,  is social ties with family, peers and community. The absence 
of  these social ties will likely increase the anti-social behavior of  an 
individual9. As children, the first social bond we form and experience 
are ones we have with parents, and it is through this that we understand 
how to treat others and how we expect to be treated. Commitment is 
seen in activities such as education and work, that lead to reputation and 
wealth10. Involvement through conventional activities keep an individual 
occupied and busy leaving no time for deviant behavior11. Belief  in 
the shared moral codes of  society12 can be weakened by systematic 
mistreatment of  marginalised communities. 

9  Hirschi, Travis. Causes of  delinquency. Berkeley, Calif.: Univ. of  California Press, 1974. 
p.16-19
10 ibid 20-21
11  ibid 21-23
12  ibid23-26

This segregation of  class and social stratification can come to destroy 
connections within communities and society.  The lack of  social bonds 
within a community can brand individuals as outcasts, rendered unimportant. 
Disregarded by society, they then become detached from mainstream society 
and are likely to rebel. Sociologist Travis Hirschi theorized the importance of  
social bonds within the community, identifying four elements; Attachment, 
Commitment, Involvement and Belief.8 

8  Hirschi, Travis. Causes of  Delinquency. Berkeley, Calif.: Univ. of  California Press, 1974. 
p.16-26

Breeding Marginalised Fragmented Communities

A range of  disciplines, from sociology to geography, seek to understand 
the circumstances that shape antisocial behavior and the social and built 
environments that influenced this behavior. Geographer and author Ruth 
Wilson Gilmore, describes these environments as ‘forgotten places’6. According 
to Gilmore, historically places are never forgotten however, capitalist and 
neo-liberal political systems renders ‘forgotten places’ and their inhabitant’s 
invisible and unwanted. 

Those who inhabit these ‘forgotten places’ are the marginalised members 
of  society. “People in these locales, exhausted by the daily violence of  
environmental degradation, racism, underemployment, overwork, shrinking 
social wages, and the disappearance of  whole ways of  life and those who lived 
them, nevertheless refuse to give up hope.”7 A capitalist neo-liberal society has 
paved the way for the marginalised to be further subjected to discrimination. 
Those who are initially branded undesirable by society are effectively 
localised in lower socio-economic areas, where they suffer from low-income 
and deprivation. It is where an inter-generational cycle of  dysfunction and 
mistreatment is then perpetuated. 

6  Hale, Charles R. Engaging Contradictions: Theory, Politics, and Methods of  Activist 
scholarship. Berkeley: University of  California Press, 2008.32
7  ibid

Fig: 4. Social Bond Theory Elements

Attachment Commitment

InvolvmentBeleif  
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The Dunedin Study and the Christchurch Health and Development Study 
demonstrate that family dysfunction is an intergenerational cycle due to 
constant stress variables such as; mental health problems, substance abuse, 
violence and poverty.22  The cycle now presents itself  again, with around 10,000 
Māori children growing up with a parent in jail.23 This can be an emotionally 
distressing time for a child, putting them at risk of  developing mental health 
issues and antisocial behaviour. They also are likely to be witnesses of  violence 
and substance abuse. These issues are all avoidable and can be addressed 
through early intervention. “A significant part of  New Zealand’s high crime, 
mental illness and pool of  unemployable people can be linked to early 
childhood trauma and neglect.”24 

22  Coote, Jennifer. Ending intergenerational dysfunction in NZ families : the importance of  early 
intervention. Lower Hutt, New Zealand: New Zealand Federation of  Graduate Women, 2009. 6
23  Noted. “Why gang membership in prison makes rehabilitation impossible.” Noted. 
May 23, 2017. Accessed September 10, 2017. http://www.noted.co.nz/currently/social-issues/
why-gang-membership-in-prison-makes-rehabilitation-impossible/.
24  Coote, Jennifer. Ending intergenerational dysfunction in NZ families : the importance of  early 
intervention. Lower Hutt, New Zealand: New Zealand Federation of  Graduate Women, 2009.7

This diagram illustrates the correlation of  Māori urbanisation to its increase of  
Māori representation in prison.   

“Māori are now over-represented in the lower percentiles on most health 
and education statistics and in labour force participation.”17 The effects were 
devastating for Māori, resulting in a rise in violence and crime. Taonui reiterates 
that Māori child abuse was more likely to happen in homes with lesser Māori 
cultural knowledge. 

17  Tamatea, Armon, and Tansy Brown. “Culture and offender rehabilitation in New 
Zealand: Implications for programme delivery and development.” Effective interventions with 
offenders: Lessons learned (2011): 170.

Childhood Problems Lead to Higher Likeliness of  Incarceration 

During the 1950s to the 1980s many vulnerable children in care homes were 
Māori and they often abused18 making them more vulnerable to peer pressure 
and to drug and alcohol abuse19.  Kim Workman states that of  the individuals 
in prison, 90% have problems with literacy and numeracy, 80% have drug and 
alcohol dependency, 40% have at least 1 diagnosable mental health disorder20 
and 70% of  inmates were abused as children21. Many people who are in our 
prisons today  grew up in fragmented and deprived environments with violence 
and abuse.

 

18  NZ Herald. “Dame Susan Devoy: State child care may explain why so many Māori 
are in prison.” NZ Herald. Accessed September 10, 2017. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/
news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11809895.
19  Crime and Punishment, (2009; Auckland, Bates Production Ltd, 2009),    
DVD.
20 ibid
21  “NZ male childhood abuse ‘huge’.” Stuff. Accessed September 10, 2017. http://
www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/6580759/NZ-male-childhood-abuse-huge.

Fig: 6. The Prison Population; a trend in the induviduals we lock up

Fig: 5. Māori Incarceration correlates with Urbanisation
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Issues Overview 

Prisons are shown to be ineffective. The chart illustrates that deprivation 
and crime are intergenerational and they are best approached through early 
intervention.    

Journalist Duncan Garner referred to the individuals that we lock up as lost 
warriors31; these are men who lost their sense of  belonging and now feel 
isolated in society. They are abused and brought up in a violent environment. 
Isolating them in a penalising institution such as prison only reinforces for 
them that violence is normal32. It emphasises the ‘us vs them’ mentality. 

Upon release, former prisoners find they are returned to the same fragmented 
communities with poor social values and bonds, and in the same circumstances 
that got them into the prison in the first place. The isolating and stigmatising 
nature of  prisons make reintegration difficult.  

This intergenerational cycle of  crime needs addressing by society. “There must 
be a change within society before there is change in the prison environment.”33 
Many crimes perpetrated by New Zealand offenders are a symptom of  the 
systemic underinvestment in social services by the state. This cycle of  family 
dysfunctionality and crime can be treated through early intervention before 
the process is able to repeat itself. Investment in communities creates stronger 
social bonds, which creates a desistance environment for at risk members of  
society, and supports those coming back from prison.

31  Garner, Duncan. “Duncan Garner: Why not try a Māori prison? The current penal 
system is an abject failure.” Stuff. Accessed September 27, 2017. http://www.stuff.co.nz/
national/politics/opinion/92508081/duncan-garner-why-not-try-a-Māori-prison-the-current-
penal-system-is-an-abject-failure?cid=facebook.post.92508081.
32  Crime and Punishment, (2009; Auckland, Bates Production Ltd, 2009), DVD.
33  Laidlaw, R. (2016). Breaking through. Explanatory Document. An unpublished 
research project submitted in partial fulfilment for Masters of  Architecture (professional). 
Unitec Institute of  Technology, New Zealand

Institutional Marginalization

Crime can be viewed as representing an open wound, or a rip in the community. 
Currently it is only dealt with superficial quick fixes by confining offenders to 
institution. Prisons are costly and it costs approximately $100,00028 a year to 
keep a person in prison. With every dollar spent putting someone through an  
alcohol and drug programme, approximately ten dollars is saved down the 
track in policing, courts and future imprisonment cost.29 People with problems 
in literacy and numeracy and mental health issues often lack the resources to 
address their situations. People with problems literacy and numeracy, problems 
often stray away from the mainstream school system because they don’t often 
know how to cope. Tony Gibb from the Howard League for Penal Reform 
says it only costs between $700-$120030 to diagnose dyslexia, which would help  
children better cope and understand their own style of  learning. 

28 “NATIVE AFFAIRS - Locking Up Māori.” Māori Television. August 15, 2017. 
Accessed October 01, 2017. http://www.Māoritelevision.com/news/national/native-affairs-
locking-Māori.
29  Crime and Punishment, (2009; Auckland, Bates Production Ltd, 2009), DVD.
30  “NATIVE AFFAIRS - Locking Up Māori.” Māori Television. August 15, 2017. 
Accessed September 11, 2017. https://www.Māoritelevision.com/news/national/native-

affairs-locking-Māori. 

In a 2009 film ‘Crime and Punishment’, Roger Brooking of  Alcohol and Drug 
Assessment and Counselling (ADAC) says that many offenders were often 
victims themselves as children25. This cycle that is perpetuated, Brooking 
explains, can often bring offenders to be marginalised and failed by the system.

Taonui found that 20% of  Māori by 2001 were unaware of  their iwi or 
hapu, further pointing to the fact of  cultural alienation.26 New Zealand’s 
intergenerational cycle of  crime and poverty was especially experienced by 
those born between the 1970s and 1990s.27 The prison system has been at the 
center of  the solution to justice without looking to confront underlying causes. 

25 Crime and Punishment, (2009; Auckland, Bates Production Ltd, 2009), DVD.
26  Taonui, Rawiri. “Mana Tamariki: Cultural Alienation: Māori child homicide and 

abuse.” AlterNative: An international journal of  indigenous peoples 6, no. 3 (2010): 187-202.
27  ibid

Fig: 7. Intergenerational cycle of  crime
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2.1
2.1 Literature Review

Michel Foucault 

Discipline and Punish: The Birth of  the Prison

One of  the fundamental themes to Foucault’s book Discipline and Punish is 
the relationship between power and knowledge. The book starts off  with 
Damien’s torture juxtaposed with the time-table, a home for delinquent boys, 
drafted by Leon Faucher. Power is now in a form of  discipline controlling 
and segmenting movement in the time and space in which it occupies. These 
bodies of  knowledge produce docile bodies, that are controlled by disciplinary 
power. 

Foucault uses Jeremy Bentham’s theorisation of  the panopticon (1787)34 as 
an architectural symbol of  power. The panopticon is a prison model, with the 
fundamental notion of  not knowing when you are being watched. Without the 
knowledge of  being surveilled, the individual then turns to conformity and 
ultimately become self-surveilled. This panopticon informs the whole social 
body of  what Foucault calls the carceral network. “…constitutes a ‘carceral 
archipelago’, which transports the disciplinary practices of  the penal institution 
into the wider social body”35 We live in a panoptic society ie not being in the 
knowledge of  when we are being watched. As Foucault says “The judges of  
normality are present everywhere.”36

34   Johnston, Norman. Forms of  Constraint: A History of  Prison Architecture. 
Urbana: University of  Illinois Press, 2000. Pg.49-50

35   Tremain, Shelley. Foucault and the Government of  Disability. Ann Arbor, MI:  
  University of  Michigan Press, 2010. Pg.28
36   Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: the Birth of  the Prison.    
 London: Penguin Books, 1991. Pg.304

Fig: 8. The Panopticon
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Foucault used Solzhenitsyn’s metaphor of  the ‘archipelago’ in his last chapter, 
‘the carceral’, in Discipline and Punish. He defines that concept of  the archipelago 
is spread throughout the various bodies of  knowledge and practices, not just 
the penal system, however, “Prisons were only one (though, arguably, the first) 
node in a network of  disciplinary and regulatory practices that emerged in the 
modern period.”40  

Foucault pointed out that the Mettray Penal Colony constitutes  what one 
might call a carceral archipelago. The Mettray has within it 5 models of  
discipline, a family, an army, a workshop, a school and lastly a judicial body. 
In the book Power and Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings by Michel 
Foucault he explains his use of  the term carceral archipelago as a geographical 
metaphor referencing Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag Archipelago. He says “… the 
carceral archipelago: the way in which a form of  punitive system is physically 
dispersed yet at the same time covers the entirety of  a society.”41 

40  Tremain, Shelley. Foucault and the government of  disability. Ann Arbor, MI: 
University of  Michigan Press, 2010. Pg.28

41  Foucault, Michel. Power/knowledge. A Selected Interviews and Other Writings 
1972-77. New York: Pantheon Books, 1980. 68

The introduction of  the human sciences shifted power from corporal 
punishment to what Foucault calls bodies of  knowledge.  These studies of  
human behavior classified individuals against a “norm”. According to Foucault 
knowledge is power, 

“…power and knowledge directly imply one another; that there is no power 
relation without the correlative constitution of  a field of  knowledge, nor 
any knowledge that does not presuppose and constitute at the same time 
power relations.”37  

The human sciences have the knowledge to judge and evaluate, therefore 
power to control and exclude the ones outside the spectrum of  normality. “We 
are in the society of  the teacher-judge, the doctor-judge, the educator-judge, 
‘social worker’-judge;”38 With this creation of  the “norm” comes the adverse 
side that is the abnormal. Individuals categorized as abnormal, or outside the 
spectrum of  what is normal, are suspended to institutions such as asylums or 
prisons.  Foucault termed the silo treatment of  these bodies of  knowledge, as 
an ‘archipelago’. 

He drew the term ‘archipelago’ from Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s book Gulag 
Archipelago. The Gulag, a system of  concentration camps around Soviet 
society, was an archipelago, a chain of  isolated islands in the sea that is the 
Soviet society. “In Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag world, there was little or no trafficking 
between inside and outside. The Gulag was a separate world with its own rules, 
habits and culture.”39 

37  Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: the Birth of  the Prison. London: Penguin 
Books, 1991 Pg.27
38 ibid. 304
39  Shearer, David. “The Soviet Gulag-an Archipelago?” Kritika: Explorations in Russian 
and Eurasian History. Accessed October 06, 2017. http://www.academia.edu/31176424/
The_Soviet_Gulag_an_Archipelago..

Fig: 9. Human Sciences treatment of  induviduals outside the social norm

Fig: 10. The Gulag Camps that Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn termed the Archipelago

Fig: 11. The Mettray Penal Colony, France
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The Nordic prisons move away from the institutionalized aesthetic and 
atmosphere of  historic prisons. One manner of  achieving this is by disguising 
the perimeter wall by using trees on the surroundings as a means of  softening 
the background45. 

45 Pratt, John, and Anna Eriksson. Contrasts in punishment: an explanation of  Anglophone 
excess and Nordic exceptionalism. New York, NY: Routledge, 2014. Pg. 1

John Pratt and Anna Eriksson

Contrast in Punishment: An explanation of  Anglophone Excess and Nordic Exceptionalism

Nordic prisons are well regarded for penal reform. Nordic countries’ record of  
low prison population and low recidivism rates baffle many. Nordic countries 
are closing their prisons due to the decreasing number of  inmates,44 whereas 
prisons in anglophone societies like New Zealand continue to grow. The book 
Contrast in Punishment juxtaposes and explains the difference between the two 
clusters, arguing that the variance between the two originates from the early 
19th century social arrangements. 

Nordic societies developed inclusionary social values in contrast to the 
anglophone societies’ exclusionary social value system. The difference is 
evident in the treatment of  the architecture of  the prison and in the treatment 
of  the inmates. The following will explain the distinctive difference between 
the two types of  prisons to see what makes Nordic prisons so successful. 

44  Sorrel, Charlie. “The Netherlands Keeps Closing Prisons Because It Doesn’t Have 
Enough Prisoners.” Fast Company. February 17, 2017. Accessed September 14, 2017. https://
www.fastcompany.com/3067771/the-netherlands-keeps-closing-prisons-because-it-doesnt-
have-enough-prisoners.

Dominique Moran 

Carceral Geography

Dominique Moran is a carceral geographer, a new sub-discipline of  human 
geography focusing on prisons. Carceral Geographies explores mobility in a 
carceral context from the early days of  banishment, in which prisoners were 
transported to other countries, to modern systems of  incarceration with the 
introduction of  penitentiaries. Carceral geographers now study mobility on 
a micro scale, i.e. movement within and between these prisons. Moran says, 
“Thinking of  penal institutions as islands in a carceral archipelago, authors are 
increasingly considering the nature of  mobilities within, to and from, between and 
beyond these islands.”42 

One of  her papers, tittled ‘The ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ of  prisons: Carceral 
Geography and home visits for prisoners in Finland’ looks at the success of  
prisons in Finland. Finnish prisons use the system of  ‘furlough’43, which poses 
a question of  how permeable a prison is.  

42  Moran, Dominique. Carceral Geography: Spaces and Practices of  Incarceration. Taylor and 
Francis, 2016. Pg. 75
43 Moran, Dominique, and Anssi Keinänen. “The ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ of  prisons: Carceral 
geography and home visits for prisoners in Finland.” Fennia - International Journal of  Geography 190, 
no. 2 (2012): 62-76. doi:10.11143/4895

Fig: 12. Thinking of  penal institutions as islands in a carceral archipelago, authors are 
increasingly considering the nature of  mobilities within, to and from, between and beyond 

these islands
Fig: 13. The use of  trees obsure perimeter walls and softens the environment
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The difference in approach of  these two prisons may be result of  the 
divergence in societal values. Pratt and Eriksson explain that the difference in 
these societal values could be traced back to the 19th century.  

Industrialization in the late 19th century did not disrupt rural living in Nordic 
societies, or lead to urbanisation52 to the same extent as New Zealand, where 
the indigenous people had their land confiscated and were displaced through 
urbanisation. The rise of  industrial capitalism fragmented society breaking 
down the concept of  the collective. Anglophone societies according to Pratt 
and Eriksson lean towards exclusivity and Nordic societies to inclusivity, and 
this is reflected in their penal systems. 

52  Pratt, John, and Anna Eriksson. Contrasts in Punishment: an explanation of  Anglophone 
excess and Nordic exceptionalism. New York, NY: Routledge, 2014. Pg. 36

Unlike Nordic inmate and staff  relationships, anglophone societies like New 
Zealand tend to lack this interpersonal connection49. It has been said that in 
some cases an inmate is referred to as ‘Prisoner X.’50  This may be a result of   
having a larger prisons and a smaller staff  to inmate ratio. In New Zealand, 
the staff/inmate ratio is 1:2.1, compared to Norway and Sweden with a 1:0.8 
ratio.51  

49  Pratt, John, and Anna Eriksson. Contrasts in Punishment: an Explanation of  Anglophone 
excess and Nordic exceptionalism. New York, NY: Routledge, 2014. Pg. 11

50 ibid
51 ibid

The relationship between staff  and inmate is also reflective of  the architecture, 
with the staffs’ humane treatment towards the inmate. The staff  act as mentors 
to the inmate and refer to the inmate by name.46 It also helps having a smaller 
sized prison, making interaction between staff  and inmate more personal. 
Staff  and inmate share informal spaces like cooking and dining ares.47 This 
close mentor relationship helps staff  understand each inmate on a personal 
level allowing the staff  to resolve conflict before it arises.48 

46  Pratt, John, and Anna Eriksson. Contrasts in punishment: An Explanation of  Anglophone 
excess and Nordic exceptionalism. New York, NY: Routledge, 2014. Pg. 18

47  ibid. 11
48 ibid

They employ the concepts of  normalisation with the humane treatment of  the 
interiors right down through to the fixings using softer and warmer materials 
like timber and fabric as opposed to the traditional cold materials of  concrete 
and steel that are used in anglophone prisons. 

Fig: 14. Halden Prison- Inside an inmates room

Fig: 15. Informal Shared Spaces between staff  and inmate

Fig: 16. Left: Typical Heirachial Approach of  Anglophone Societies Right: Egalitarian 
Approach of  Nordic Societies

Fig: 17. Left: Typical Large isolated Anglophone Prison. Right: Smaller integrated 
Nordic Prison

Fig: 18. Left: Anglophones Exlusivity. Right: Nordics Inclusivity
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They contend that anglophone societies achieve and maintain cohesion 
by punishing excessively through exclusion and pushing away the margins 
of  society to unite the community within53. Pratt and Eriksson maintain 
that anglophone society values are around “censure, condemnation and 
reprobation.”54 Anglophone societies have fragmented social bonds, therefore 
they turn to excessive policing to maintain cohesion.55 In contrast the Nordic 
societal values of  tolerance, restorativeness and forbearance56 lead to social 
cohesion. 

53   Pratt, John, and Anna Eriksson. Contrasts in Punishment: an Explanation of  
Anglophone excess and Nordic exceptionalism. New York, NY: Routledge, 2014. Pg. 28-29 

54  ibid Pg. 29
55  ibid. Pg. 28
56  ibid Pg. 29

Through these societal values the Nordic prison approach is based on  a 
concept of  restorative justice. One report says, “The country relies on a 
concept called “restorative justice”, which aims to repair the harm caused by 
crime rather than punish people.”57 They use this underlying principle because 
it supports their societal values of  inclusion, cohesion and egalitarianism. 

57  Sterbenz, Christina. “Why Norway’s prison system is so successful.” Business Insider 
Australia. December 11, 2014. Accessed September 02, 2017. https://www.businessinsider.

com.au/why-norways-prison-system-is-so-successful-2014-12?r=US&IR=T.

Fig: 19. Left: Anglophones Retributive Approach. Right Nordics Restorative 
Approach

Restorative Justice 

Prior to colonisation, tribes throughout Aotearoa commonly followed concepts 
of  restorative justice to resolve conflict, as incarceration and confinement are 
not traditional in indigenous societies. Restorative justice is typically held on 
a marae. A hui (meeting) takes place and considers the matter and pursues 
utu (response to mend the damage). During colonisation retributive justice 
was introduced, a system foreign to Māori, soon replacing restorative justice. 
Jim Consedine says that the English colonizers never took time to understand 
Māori’s justice system or the process and goals of  restorative justice58. He 
writes, “The assimilation process referred to the methods by which Māori 
people gradually achieved this status and in return for which had to give up 
their land, culture and institutions, including the power to punish in their own 
way.”59 This is in breach of  the treaty of  Waitangi as “Māori were guaranteed 
that their system of  law would be protected and allowed to develop under the 
terms of  the treaty.”60

Society and the community play a big part in restorative justice. Māori saw 
solving issues as a collective process, and the community would take part in  
the responsibility for restoration. Restorative justice looks at who has been 
harmed, what are their needs, and whose obligations are these. The central 
focus is to repair harm through the offender’s responsibility of  meeting the 
victim’s needs61. 

58  Consedine, Jim. Restorative justice: healing the effects of  crime. Lyttelton, N.Z.:  
  Ploughshares Publications, 1995. 93
59  ibid.93-94
60  ibid. 91
61  Zehr, Howard , Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz, Allan MacRae, and Kay Pranis. Big 
book of  restorative justice: three classic justice & peacebuilding books. Place of  publication not identified: 
Good Books, 2015.Pg. 32-33

In contrast to the restorative approach is the Retributive approach which is 
individualistic. It looks at what law has been broken, who did it and what does 
the offender deserve.62  Restorative justice should not only be practiced in the 
justice system, it should be well exercised in a community setting. Consedine 
writes that  “Pratt says that here, as well, the justice system did not exist in 
isolation from the rest of  society…but was completely integrated within it, 
rooted in the everyday experiences of  Māori people.”63 

Major components of  Māori law and justice are; Muru (rub off  – forgive), 
Utu (response to mend the damage). In restorative justice, wrong doing is 
a violation of  social relationships. Howard Zehr et.al. wrote “Underlying 
this understanding of  wrongdoing is an assumption about society: we are all 
interconnected.”64 For Māori it is whakapapa and “A harm to one is a harm to 
all”.65  Central to restorative justice is, not just the involvement of  the victim 
and offender repairing hurt caused and inflicted but, also, the participation of  
the community.  

62  Zehr, Howard , Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz, Allan MacRae, and Kay Pranis. Big 
book of  restorative justice: three classic justice & peacebuilding books. Place of  publication not identified: 
Good Books, 2015.Pg. 32-33
63  Consedine, Jim. Restorative justice: healing the effects of  crime. Lyttelton, N.Z.: Ploughshares 
Publications, 1995. 88
64  Zehr, Howard , Lorraine Stutzman Amstutz, Allan MacRae, and Kay Pranis. Big 
book of  restorative justice: three classic justice & peacebuilding books. Place of  publication not 
identified: Good Books, 2015.Pg. 31
65  ibid. 31
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Epeli Hau’ofa

A New Oceania: Rediscovering Our Sea of  Islands

A New Oceania: Rediscovering Our Sea of  Islands is a collection of  essays in 
response to Epeli Hau’ofa’s  ‘Our Sea of  Islands’. Hau’ofa talks about the 
change of  perspective placed upon Micronesian, Melanesian and Polynesian, 
the people of  Oceania. Oceania was once seen and viewed as ‘a sea of  islands’, 
as Hau’ ofa and Waddell describe “Their universe comprised not only of  land 
surfaces, but the surrounding ocean as far as they could traverse and exploit 
it…”66 Oceania is home to these archipelagic lands, it is one entity. They say 
that, “People raised in this environment were at home with the sea.”67 

66  Hau’ofa, Epeli, and Eric Waddell. A New Oceania: Rediscovering Our Sea of  Islands; a   
 USP 25th anniversary publication. Suva, 1993. Pg. 7 
67  ibid. 8

The people of  Oceania would travel across their sea to visit family and loved 
ones, it was once home to them until imaginary boundaries defined and 
restricted movement across these oceans. These zonings were introduced by 
‘colonial men’, who viewed the Pacific as ‘islands in the far sea’. “Theirs was a 
large world in which peoples and cultures moved and mingled unhindered by 
boundaries of  the kind erected much later by imperial powers.”68

68  Hau’ofa, Epeli, and Eric Waddell. A new Oceania: Rediscovering Our Sea of  Islands; a   
 USP 25th anniversary publication. Suva, 1993. Pg. 8

Oceanic people would move and explore the waters, their community, using 
canoes as their vessels. Europeans visualize the vessels’ movement as moving 
towards and away from fixed islands, but Micronesians have an inverted 
concept of  navigation, the vessel is the one that is stationary and it is the water 
under the vessel that is moving and bringing them closer to land.69 

The canoe is a metaphor for my design, a vessel used to weave the fragmented 
community and to stitch together the site. Hau’ ofa reminds us that the 
community like the ocean water connects the islands, “Oceania is us. We are the 
sea, we are the ocean, we must wake up to this ancient truth and together use 
it to overturn all hegemonic views that aim ultimately to confine us again…”70. 

This design project suggests that a vessel is needed such as a waka, to 
enhance connection and movement. Like the ocean water moves beneath the 
vessel., the people too will move through the architecture strengthening the 
connection of  the fragmented community. “…the movement creates the relation 
of  an archipelago.”71

69  Hau’ofa, Epeli, and Eric Waddell. A new Oceania: Rediscovering Our Sea of  Islands; a USP 
25th anniversary publication. Suva, 1993. Pg. 17

70 ibid. 16
71  Stratford, Elaine, Godfrey Baldacchino, Elizabeth McMahon, Carol Farbotko, and 

Andrew Harwood. “Envisioning the archipelago.” Island Studies Journal6, no. 2 (2011): 125

Fig: 20. Oceania as a sea of  Islands, its one entity, collectively it is large and powerful

Fig: 21. The Archipelago is permeable, Oceanic people migrate and move across the 
Oceans, without bountires and restrictions 

Fig: 22. Top: Vessel moves on top of  water.  Bottom: Water moving beneath the 
vessel connecting the Islands
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Literature Overview 

Restorative Justice’s values of  inclusiveness and unity are not dissimilar to the 
archipelago metaphor of  the collective and holistic. This value system and this 
metaphor form the basis of  this design research project. Healing fragmented 
communities through restorative justice will create a strong network that help 
to prevent and deter crime and support the reintegration of  former prisoners. 
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Igualada Cemetery 

The architect, Enric Miralles challenged the notion of  a cemetery.  His concept 
was to connect the past, present and future, accepting and understanding the 
circle of  life72. Bring the dead and the living closer, by designing a cemetery 
enabling the public to walk through, understanding the circle of  life. 

The cemetery itself, like a dead loved one, is dug into the ground as in the same 
way the body will ultimately become the ground. The incomplete depressed 
chapel has dramatic lighting from skylights that gives the atmosphere 
of  solitude. the design does not look too invasive of  the site, but rather 
complements and respects it. 

Enric Miralles has an interesting and unique style of  drawing, his plans and 
sections bleed out from each other and is hard to distinguish where a plan 
and the section, ends or begins. He also used the same line weight throughout 
his drawings, not prioritising one over the other. An interesting style, unique 
to Miralles, is to treat all like equally, without prioritising one over the other. 
His unique style of  drawing could be applied in this research project’s design 
process as it relates to the argument of  cohesion, unity and a holistic approach. 

72 “AD Classics: Igualada Cemetery / Enric Miralles.” ArchDaily. January 12, 2011. 
Accessed September 26, 2017. http://www.archdaily.com/103839/ad-classics-igualada-
cemetery-enric-miralles.

Architectural Precedents

2.2

Fig: 23. The cemetary/chapel is 
not invasive to the landscape. It 

is one with the landscape.

Fig: 24. Miralles’ drawings have 
no heirachy, every line is the same 
line weight. Nothing is favoured 

one over the other
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Yokohama International Passenger Terminal 

The building looks like it is lifting off  the ground creating a continuous 
landscaped surface that allows you to walk over the roof  and be greeted by 
another elevated building, that is part of  the landscape. It’s hard to discern 
between building and landscape. The architects designed the observation 
deck to also double as a public plaza. The landscaped terminal responds to 
its neighbouring parks; Akaranega and Yamashita73. The intricate split and 
half  levels create strong visual connections and light wells. Its unorthodox 
circulation creates a dynamic movement, that  gives the impression of  the 
building weaving in and out of  the landscape. The terminal’s circulation is 
a continuous loop or meandering movements throughout the building. It 
challenges the linearity of  a typical terminal circulation. 

73  “AD Classics: Yokohama International Passenger Terminal / Foreign Office 
Architects (FOA).” ArchDaily. October 06, 2014. Accessed September 26, 2017. http://www.
archdaily.com/554132/ad-classics-yokohama-international-passenger-terminal-foreign-office-
architects-foa. 

Highline NYC

The Highline made use of  city’s old derelict rail-lines and was inspired 
by the wild foliage that grew from the old tracks’ abandonment. An 
interesting feature is that the Highline provides interaction with the 
surrounding buildings and in some cases is even integrated with the 
buildings. 

The Highline is a multi-purpose and a multi-functional space that caters 
for a range of  activities and is broken down into many parts, including  
viewing areas, lounging green spaces and active play spaces. 

 

There are spaces that intersect and interact with the buildings that are utilised 
as semi- enclosed spaces for public programmes and events.  

The Highline also incorporated an amphitheater that is used for public 
presentations while overlooking the Hudson river and statue of  liberty.

Fig: 25. The building and its circulation bleeds from the inside and the outside, 
shown in yellow. Highlighted in orange is the building peeking through. 

Fig: 26. The Pershing Square beams, active play space

Fig: 27.  Diller – von Furstenberg Sundeck and 
water feature

Fig: 28. 26th Street lawn

Fig: 29. 14th street passage for outdoor media 
events

Fig: 30. Chelsea Market Passage featuring 
art, food carts, a cafe and accommodates public 

programmes  

Fig: 31. 10th Avenue Square and Overlook
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The site is home to an exhibition pavilion for art. The landscape also becomes 
a sculptural art itself  bleeding out to be a part of  the wider urban landscape. 
The design has a continuous surface that gradually lifts off  ground to create an 
impression of  continuously walking on ground.

To overcome this, they designed the Sculpture Park to weave over the arterial 
roads and bridges, over the rail line, and descending to the water which 
connects the city to Elliot bay. The architects went with a Z-shaped green 
route that stitches the areas together while weaving over those arterial routes75. 

75 “Olympic Sculpture Park / Weiss Manfredi.” ArchDaily. January 06, 2011. 
Accessed September 22, 2017. http://www.archdaily.com/101836/olympic-sculpture-park-
weissmanfredi.

Olympic Sculpture Park, Seattle

The Olympic Sculpture Park in Seattle was designed by Weiss/Manfredi 
Architects74. Their notion was to connect the city with the water. However, 
the site had two challenges, the two arterial routes the cuts accessibility and 
disrupts connections, the street and the rail line. 

74 “Olympic Sculpture Park / Weiss Manfredi.” ArchDaily. January 06, 2011. 
Accessed September 26, 2017. http://www.archdaily.com/101836/olympic-sculpture-park-
weissmanfredi.

Fig: 32. Left: Before, having the rail and roads cut the connection from city to the  
water. Right: After, weaving over the transit lanes.

Fig: 33. Architects concept sketch
Fig: 34. The Pavilion

Fig: 35. Aerial View, showing the connection from the city to the water



Defining the Site3
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A Fragmented Community

3.1 Fig: 36. Site Selected in West Auckland, Henderson
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Council Plans 2040

A master plan has been proposed to unlock Henderson by an Auckland 
council organisation called Panuku Development Auckland. It details the long, 
medium and short-term plan of  Henderson. The plan proposes to strengthen 
the connection for Henderson and enhance the environment, way finding and 
safety through design.

Site Selection

This project focuses on healing the community from inter-generational cycles 
of  crime and depravation. The chosen site is in the suburban city centre of  
Henderson, West Auckland. This site was selected because of  its fragmented 
conditions and community. It has perceived crime and safety challenges76, a 
high deprivation rating77 and a low socio-economic demographic78. Henderson 
has a 12.5% higher Māori population compared to the wider Auckland region79.  
These parameters also feature in prison statistics. 

Henderson’s high youth population makes it the perfect candidate for early 
intervention. South of  Henderson seen in figure 36 and one train stop away is 
the Hoani Waititi Marae that accommodates family group conferences through 
restorative justice. West Auckland is rich in natural resources, home to many 
beaches and the Waitakere Ranges; Henderson specifically has Te Wai o Pareira 
(Henderson Creek) to its north that flows down, splitting into two streams, 
Opanuku and Oratia that frames Henderson Central. 

76  Council, Auckland. “Henderson.” Panuku. Accessed September 27, 2017. https://
www.panuku.co.nz/henderson.
77 ibid
78 ibid
79 ibid.

Fig: 38. Shows the fragmented facilities and the roads cutting connections of  the 
green environment

Mapping out the fragmented islands 

Henderson has lots of  community potential with great facilities and natural 
features that need to be celebrated. It has a wealth of  programmes such as, 
counseling, education, medical, recreation and community services that 
unfortunately are currently disconnected, limiting accessibility and awareness 
from the community.  

Fig: 39. Panuku Development Plan showing proposed enhancement of  connectivity. 
Red dotted lines are the connections and the orange highlights are potential sites

Fig: 37. Key showing the social bond elements each facility provides
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I: Community support offices

J: The Fono

The Fono provides affordable Medical and Dental services. 

K: Community Waitakere Office

L: Salvation Army

M: Man Alive

Young boys and men’s counseling, living without violence.

N: Henderson Primary School

O: Wea West

Wea West provides skills and training services.

P: Woah Studio’s

Woah Studio’s is an open studio and family attraction. They house events, an 
urban park and an eatery.

Q: Henderson High school

R: Te Ata- Mental Health Support

S: WALSH Trust

Community based Mental Health Services

T: Whanau House (Under Te Whanau o Waipareira)

U: Community Alcohol and Drugs Services (CADS)

LEGEND:

A: Community Center Waitakere

B:Corban Estate Arts Center

C: Unitec and Library

Tertiary education provider offers free courses in computer skills and night 
classes in Te Reo. The public library has a wealth of  reseources and activities 
to learn new skills and neet new people, with events and classes for young and 
the elderly.

D: Henderson Train Station and Civic

E: Zeal Youth Center

Zeal is a youth center, offering dance classes, music production, photography 
and the likes. 

F: Te Whanau o Waipareira

Te Whanau o Waipareira is an urban Māori trust that offers a wide range of  
support from working with at risk youth, working with  the reintegration of  
offenders, through tikanga Māori, Justice services, health, education, violence 
screening and more.

G: Family Action

Family Action is a family outreach suppoprt, it is a refuge center for victims 
of  family violence, councilling for trauma and it also runs family plans and 
programmes on living without violence. 

H: Work and Income New Zealand
Fig: 40. Site Analysis of  the wealth of  existing fragmented programmes, facilities and support systems
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Circulation Site Analysis

The site is car dominated and cuts pedestrian flow, with on Alderman Drive, 
Edmonton Rd and Great North Road, this last being the busiest and most 
congested shown in red. The site makes attempts of  connection, but is 
executed poorly. The intersections in figure 41 show where pedestrian flow is 
interrupted by the predominant use of  ‘push to walk buttons’. Few areas use 
the ‘zebra crossing’ that is caters more to pedestrians.

The site uses the language of  bridging, ramping, stepping and branching 
unsuccessfully. The paths are tucked away and are narrow. They can not be 
seen from a distance, they shy away from the public. The areas they are in are 
also dark and shaded. They are displeasing and uninviting,  seen is figure 42.

Fig: 41. Site analysis of  the poor connectivity. Roads and street take priority over pedestrian. Bridges and pathways are hidden and tucked away

Fig: 42. Above: The red bridge that connects Unitec/Library to Te Whanau o 
  Waipareira. 
 Below:  Ramp that takes you from the retail and mall area to Edmonton  
  Rd carpark
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Environmental Site Analysis

The site has many beautiful natural assets that need to be looked after and 
celebrated. Instead they are tucked away behind dead spaces such as car parks 
and facing the backs of  retail shops. The streams have been ignored, under-
appreciated and mistreated. The “Twin Streams Project” helps to protect the 
Opakuku and Oratia streams as seen in figure 43. They have been running since 
2003 and is managed by Community Waitakere. Volunteers are involved clean 
the rivers. The images shown in figure 44-46 show the lack of  connection and 
interaction the public has with the water. Walking along the streets one would 
not think a stream is behind the vegetation.

Fig: 43. Hendersons wealth of  natural features need to be celebrated not tucked away buffered by carparks.

Fig: 44. View from (Point A) of  figure 43, highlighted in green are trees form 
Opanuku stream which is obscured by the car park

Fig: 45. View from (Point B) of  figure 43, Oratia stream is highlighted and is buffered 
by the car park

Fig: 46. View from (Point C) of  figure 43, again the stream is sheltered and tucked 
behind the car park



Design Process4
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4.1
1.1 Redefining The Archipelago

Project Brief  

The project is an intervention for a fragmented community and seeks to 
create a restorative approach to strengthen social bonds within a community. 
It re-envisions the archipelago metaphor and breaks through the boundaries 
of  an atomised and segregated society. It seeks to bridge the divide between 
mainstream and the marginal.  The scheme is part of  the Twin Stream Project 
as connection to the water is a key element. 

The concept is to design a series of  vessels shown in figure 47 for the public 
to move through and connect them to the next destination. The vessel will 
have programmes and functions that instill elements of  social bond theory, 
that encourages the community to interact and work together, ultimately 
growing better communal relationships. the idea is to providing a space for the 
community to work together towards a goal, to generate unity, inclusion and 
cohesion. The project connects and creates stronger bonds in the community 
through Whakawhanaungatanga (establishing relationships). 

The project uitlises the Core Māori Values; Manaakitanga (respect for others),  
Whanaungatanga (belonging), Rangatiratanga (self-governance), Kotahitanga 
(collaboration), Matauranga (knowledge), Kaitiakitanga (conserving the 
environment) and Wairuatanga (spirituality). it will also incorporate  Te Aranga 
Principles of; Mana (authority), Whakapapa (geneology) , Taiao (environment), 
Mauri Tu (environmental health), Mahi toi (creative expression), Tohu (cultural 
landscape) and Ahi Kaa (living presence) to guide the design80. 

80  “Introduction.” Auckland Design Manual. Accessed September 27, 2017. http://
www.aucklanddesignmanual.co.nz/design-thinking/Māori-design/te_aranga_principles#/
design-thinking/Māori-design/te_aranga_principles/guidance/about/introduction. 

Fig: 47. Shown in orange are the proposed series of  
vessels connecting the existing fragmented community. 

This creates a network of  a supportive community

Fig: 48. Te Aranga Māori Principles aligns with the values found in the four elements 
of  Social Bond Theory

Māori world view easily slips into sociological concepts of  restorative justice. 
Hirschi’s elements of  social bond theory align with the Māori views of  
collective responsibility when responding to crime. Māori aim to heal the 
victim and family seeking restoration and reconciliation with the offender. See 
table below, figure 48.
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Restorative Language 

Below are early design diagrams that incorporate maori concepts and formal 
ideas. 

Utu (mend the damage) 

Crime is like a ripped wound in the community’s fabric. We mend the damage 
and bond the fractures by filling the gaps within the community.

Muru (to wipe- to forgive)

A wiping gesture fades the stain into the abyss, shows that it is forgiven. The 
smudge creates a mark forming a forgiving connection. 

Blurring the boundary

Water is boundless its free flowing. It does not restrain or restrict movement. 
This image shows water’s movement as being free. Blurring the us vs them 
binary. 

Stitch and Weave 

Stitching and weaving the fragments to create a strong supportive network. 
Connecting the people, environment and places.

 

 

Fig: 49. Patching up the ripped wound in the urban fabric Fig: 50. Motion or wiping off  creates a connection from one point to another Fig: 51. Applying water blurred the boudry Fig: 52. To connect and make the circulation, landscape and buildings as one
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Selected programmes will encourage the community to work together to 
achieve a goal, a programme that instils teamwork and builds relationships. 
This will be a mixed use and multifunctional development, comprising of  a 
multi faith and cultural space, community/ family centre, recreation centre and 
community education space. 

Proposed Connections

This project is for the use of  the whole community, including at-risk youth 
and youth in periodic detention who will utilise these facilities to contribute 
back to their community. They repair the hurt they cause the community by 
giving back, through building something, learning skills or cleaning the rivers, 
providing a sense of  purpose and  pride.

Fig: 53. Proposed intervention: in orange are the proposed buildings, the vessel that 
people move through. Acting as conduits, funnelling and moving people from point 
A to B

Fig: 54. Initial abstract models, exploring what the architecture of  the four elements of  social bond theory may look like.
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The Vessel

4.2

The scale of  this project is broad and in order to understand the architectural 
approach and scheme in detail, one of  the vessels will be used as a model for 
the rest. The image in figure 55 illustrates the chosen vessel.  The site is located 
east of  Oratia stream and adjacent to Edsel street. It connects the four of  the 
exiting important nodes. They are, Te Wai o Pareira, Whanau Health Center, 
the heart of  Henderson and Henderson Primary School.

Fig: 55. Location of  the immediate site
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Fig: 58. There is a disconnection between the soft-green environment and the hard-
concrete urban space. Creating a degree of  Green spaces to urban spaces could be 
considered.

Fig: 57. The circulation and connection from one program to another is 
fragmented by carpark and roads cutting though. This is where the design 
approach comes in enhancing and acting as conduits, funnelling people through 
the space. 

Fig: 56. The site slopes gently down 4 meters towards the stream. A 
sloped or terraced approach could be applied.

Figures 56, 57 and 58 analyses the site conditions of  the immediate site. Figure 
58 examines the green and urban spaces within the site and recognises the 
potential for designing a gradient of  green to urban spaces. Towards the south 
east of  the site is the Waitakere Mega Center, an active space and busy area. In 
contrast is the stream, a quieter leafy area that is under appreciated. 

Figure 56 looks at the gentle 4 meter slope down town towards the stream, 
which complements the green to urban gradation. Figure 57 analyses the public 
circulation, pedestrian movement, and access points. However, the pedestrian 
flow is often disrupted by ‘push to cross’ lights and the busy roads.
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Figure 59 shows a potential massing scheme to layout the programmes. The 
sloping contour of  the site and the concept of  connecting the building with 
the water is shown in figure 60.  It follows the form of  the land and cascading 
shape as it goes down towards North, which allows for light into the southern 
end of  the building.  The green spaces get denser and more saturated towards 
the stream.  This is to emphasize the notion of  bringing the features of  the 
natural environment into the building.

Fig: 59. The diagram resulting from the immediate site analysis

Fig: 60. Section diagram showing connection to the water and potential form of  the mass
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Fihure 62 shows the initial approach and functional layout of  spaces 
within the building. Illustrated in figure 62 are the preliminary massing and 
prospective functions of  the building.  The programmes consist of  a modest 
sized recreational centre, a multi-functional faith/cultural space, community 
education and skills training center and a family centre. The recreation centre 
has elements of  involvement by developing team building and group working 
skills. The Family centre has elements of  attachments, through learning how to 
relate to one another and strengthening parental and familial bonds.  

The community education center is a space where people can take start 
their journey to work up to mainstream education and also a space where 
people can volunteer to tutor, teach and share their skills. This has elements at 
commitment as they are building up their prestige/mana. Cultural and multi-
faith space instills elements of  belief. It helps people rekindle their cultural 
backgrounds and be open to other cultural backgrounds. This space will also 
be open to the public and there will be opportunities to showcase cultural 
background and reignite their cultural identity through whakapapa. The main 
objective of  this space is to provide unity.

The notion of  the continuous surface was analyzed and discussed in 2.2 
precedents.  Conceptual abstract models were produced demonstrating a 
continuous surface in figure 61 which shows the building emerging from 
the ground. It gives the impression of  the building lifting from the ground 
with the roofs acting as bridges connecting one space to the other as it 
ascends and descends. The form and structure makes it hard to discern the 
boundary between inside and outside.

Fig: 61. Exploring continuous surfaces and overlapping connecting structures  
through conceptual models 

Fig: 62. Early interpretation of  the building and programmes within it.

Fig: 63. Atmospheric perspective render from street looking into the building
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Figure 64 addresses the fragmented nature of  the site and 
connects the facilities through the gesture of  weaving, 
stitching and wrapping. The circulation weaves over and 
under the layers of  the site. Notions of  going under the 
stream suggests a connection to the water and weaving over 
the street suggests the connection to the building.  

The design for the vessel will respect the land and be a non-
invasive intervention. It aspires to bring out and celebrate the 
natural environment such as the Oratia stream. 

Fig: 64. Conceptual diagram of  the connections

Fig: 66. Contour Analysis and FFL heights

Fig: 65. Collage concept of  connecting to the stream
Fig: 67. Spaces to activate 

Overlaying the final ground levels and the contour lines help establish 
the incline and decline of  the bridge in figure 66. This also helps check 
and determine the height clearances, which is 5m. 

The highlighted areas in Figure 67 will be conduits funneling people 
through the space. 
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Figure 68 shows the negative spaces extruded as possible buildings and slopes 
down towards the stream. Cuts were then applied shown in figure 69

Fig: 68. Negative spaces extruded

Fig: 69. Cutting the mass to respond to site conditions 

Fig: 70. Aerial perspective showing building 
form

Fig: 71. Collage of  the landscape

The  building mass is out lined in orange in figure 70. Figure 71 on the right 
shows a rough collage that demonstrates the intent of  varying spaces form 
urban to green.  
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This project aims to envision and produce the architecture of  restorative 
justice that heals the community, the people and the environment. This in 
turn strengthens the social bonds through early intervention in the fragmented 
suburb of  Henderson in Auckland, New Zealand. Given that marginalised 
communities are shown to be the most representative in prison, early 
intervention is required to address the population that appears to be at risk. 

The archipelago in the justice system context is seen as separating, as it is seen 
as the water separating the lands. Hau’ ofa tells us the water should instead be 
looked at as connector and as a giver of  life in the Pacific world view. 

The archipelago metaphor along with restorative justice drove this research 
project. Between the architectural programmes; a recreational centre, a multi-
functional faith/cultural space, a community education and skills training center 
and a family centre, is the space between of  the vessel. The vessel crosses the 
water of  the archipelago to create opportunities for people to engage, interact 
and cooperate in activities and programmes. The urban spaces that bind include 
a gradation of  open spaces, from native stream-side vegetation, community 
food gardens, play spaces,  open courts, playful fountains, adventure play areas, 
market space, free wifi space, outdoor performance space,  lounging park 
spaces and sensory gardens.  

The project’s restorative approach is used to allow healing of  the fragmented 
community and an over all mending within social groups. The holistic approach 
and use of  merging the built with natural environment reinforces the projects 
non-hierarchal approach. The bonds of  the community are strengthened and 
the waters within the archipelago ever so strong.
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Fig: 72. Evolution of  prison form and typology
Fig: 73. Defining a space without a perimeter wall. Using courtyards to break 

up large spaces to smaller manageable clusters.
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Fig: 74. Exploring sensory variation to break the monotony in prison designs. 

The prisons cold hard materials and sensory depravation create a stressful 
environment and could be damaging to ones mental and cognitive health. 
Aperture change in light and introducing nature, help soften prison 

environments

Fig: 75. Concept of  a typical Residene that house 
offenders. 

The design is inspired by Nordic social values and 
prison design. Small intimate spaces with shared living 
and dining spaces to provide opportunity to interact 

with staff  and become their mentors.
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These spaces encourage direct super vision and allows for more opportunities of  interaction with outside the facility 
as well as inside.

Fig: 76. Direct supervision design

Fig: 77. Re-established grounds

Fig: 78. Degree of  privacy
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To break the us vs them binary shown in figure 74, the design looked towards creating a liminal space, a space in between. Space where both residence and the 
public could use. Shown in yellow in figure 75 and 76. The four nodes shown in orange in figure 76 are buildings that instill elements in social bond theory. Fig 77 

is an abstract interpretations of  the spaces imagined.

Fig: 79. Us vs Them binary

Fig: 80. Inclusion 

Fig: 81. Liminal spaces where buildings that instill the elements of  social bond 
theory 

Fig: 82. Abstract models of  social bond theory
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The concept of  the archipelago of  a connective network started of  connecting 
to other facilities

Fig: 83. Preliminary sketch of  a restorative network 

Fig: 84. Key and legend for figure 80

Fig: 85. Residence approach in Henderson from high risk to 
low risk residence

Fig: 86. Typical vs Approach




